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07 November 2025
PCS Special:

1.
Philippines death toll tops 140 as typhoon heads towards Vietnam
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| UPPCS | 07/11/2025

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Soaking in the atmosphere

- ——— -}

| N
Devotees participate in the Ganga aarthi on the occasion of Tripura Purnima at the holy Banganga Tank in Mumbai. EMMANUAL YOGINI

Devotees participate in the Ganga aarthi on the occasion of Tripura Purnima at the holy
Banganga Tank in Mumbai.
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LILOAN Philippines death toll tops 140 as typhoon heads
Philippines death toll tops 140 as towards Vietham

typhoon heads towards Vietnam fagaaH 31 3k Fed GUAE] & 94 freiiia o H?ﬁﬁ
— W TS 140 W D §S

) Typhoon Kalmaegi has killed at least 142 and left another
127 missing after catastrophic floods in the central Philippines.
O HTaa 3 S iy ¥ faa=eR! 9 & 9 F9 9
HH 142 AT B & A A 3R 127 X7 19T 5|
st W . Over 5,00,000 remain displaced.

e 5,00,000 | S ART ARG 81 U B
Typhoon Kalmaeg has killed at least 142 and left another 127 ) The typhoon is so far the globe’s deadliest of 2025.
e e oo s T BT 9 T 2025 T A T W Wi T 1 g 2|
ol iy e s s Nty

° President Ferdinand Marcos declared a “state of national
calamity” as the storm heads toward Vietnam.

A AP 7 I 3H1ueT 1 FRARY 9ifd 3 8 i o™ e 3 ok
de el &l

GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography

TOPICS COVERED 07 November 2025

1.
Two Census apps, test portal for self-enumeration go live

3! ST ¥ 3R T-T0rHT gdtequr vide YRF U T

Society
2.
Karnataka’s menstrual leave policy: progressive step or symbolic
gesture?
Piled I AT U EHTRT AIfa: wfa=ita $eu a1 udieTds ddbar
3.

The second issue

GIRTHET

4. | The actual Taj story: how a monument’s history has been warped
ARATAD qTS Bl He: 5T TOR T RS & sfagr™ & fagpa fvar mn
g

Pelosi, the first female Speaker of U.S. House, announces retirement
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| History 07/11/2025 |

Autumn hues

Exquisite corridor: Visitors relax in Srinagar’s Mughal garden on Thursday as Chinar trees shed leaves for autumn. IMRAN NISSAR

Exquisite corridor: Visitors relax in Srinagar's Mughal garden on Thursday as Chinar trees
shed leaves for autumn.

Shalimar Bagh, Srinagar

e Shalimar Bagh in Srinagar is one of the most renowned Mughal gardens in India —
located on the northeastern shore of Dal Lake in the Union Territory of Jammu &
Kashmir.

Historical Background

e It was commissioned by Emperor Jahangir in 1619 AD for his wife Nur Jahan and
was originally named Farah Baksh (“delight-giver”).
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e Under Shah Jahan (around 1630), it was extended and renamed Faiz Baksh
(“bountiful”).

e The garden stands as a fine example of the Mughal era’s architectural and
horticultural sophistication in Kashmir.

Layout & Architectural Features

e The garden covers roughly 12.4 hectares and is aligned with a long water channel
(the “Shah Nahar”) flowing through it.

e [tis structured in three terraces, each fitted with fountains, pools, and chinar-tree-
lined vistas.

Key features:

o The axial water channel starts at a higher elevation and flows down through
terraces.

o The uppermost terrace features the “Black Pavilion” (baradari) built in black
marble with a poetic Persian inscription reading:
“Agar Firdaus bar rooy-e zamin ast — hamin-ast o hamin-ast o hamin-ast” (“If
there is a Paradise on earth — this is it, this is it, this is it.”)

e The design is derived from the Persian/Islamic chahar-bagh garden concept but
adapted to the topography of Kashmir.

Setting & Natural Context

e Located at the foothills of the Zabarwan Range, overlooking Dal Lake, the garden
presents a harmonious blend of water, trees, and mountains, giving it a unique
scenic appeal.

e Among the most striking seasons to visit are spring (April-June) and autumn, when
chinar leaves turn colour-rich and the fountains contrast beautifully with the
autumn foliage.
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Surreal beauty: Scaffoldings are put up as restoration work goes on at the dome of the Taj Mahal in Agra on October 17. AFP

The actual Taj story: how a monument’s
history has been warped

Tushar Goels film, “The Taj Story} has reignited controversy over the Taj Mahal’s origins, claiming it is a Hindu temple rather than a mausoleum built

by Mughal emperor Shah Jahan. The film’s debut highlights debates about the interplay of history and ideology in contemporary India

Ziya Us Salam

little over 60 years ago,

Purushottam Nagesh Oak slept

and dreamt. He woke up and

claimed that the Taj Mahal in
Agra was actually a Hindu palace going
back all the way to 4th century. Friends of
Mr. Oak, an English
teacher-turned-lawyer-turned-journalist
but never a historian, told him that the
Taj Mahal couldn’t have been a fourth
century structure as the technology
employed in building the Taj in the 17th
century didn’t exist back then. The
fantasist turned a pragmatist, and Oak
brought his argument forward by a few
centuries. The Taj was now claimed to be
a Hindu temple. This was in 1989. He
wrote articles and a book too, but found
no support from historians. Even the
Supreme Court dismissed his claims as “a
bee in his bonnet” in 2000.

But post-2014, history is like a revolving
door, you enter and exit at your ease and
pleasure. You pick and choose, you
circumvent and invent. Dress it up as a
movie and claim you are looking at
history anew. That is how we get a movie
like Tushar Amrish Goel’s The Taj Story,
starring former BJP MP Paresh Rawal; just
like we had The Kashmir Files and The
Bengal Files, starring Anupam Kher and
Mithun Chakraborty, all ideological

partners of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP).

With The Taj Story, Goel goes where no
historian has gone. Proof, evidence and
knowledge amount for nothing as the
director makes a case for the Mughal
monument being actually a Hindu
temple, much like the BJP leader Sangeet
Som who called it alternately a Shiva
temple and a monument built by a man
who incarcerated his father. Mr. Som
obviously couldn’t make out a Shah Jahan
from an Aurangzeb and hence got mixed
up. Much like Oak, oops, Goel, who sees
no difference between history and
mythology, facts and fantasy.

Recorded history

Talking of facts, the Taj Mahal was built
by the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan after
his favourite wife Arjumand Bano Begum
breathed her last after bearing the last of
their 14 children. Its chief architect was
Ustad Ahmed Lahori. The land for her last
resting place was procured from Mirza
Raja Jai Singh of Amber who had
inherited it from Raja Man Singh, a
celebrated general of Akbar, who was
Shah Jahan’s grandfather. Shah Jahan
compensated Jai Singh with four havelis
from the royal property for the massive
haveli in which rests Mumtaz Mahal. His
firman to Jai Singh, the latter’s agreement
and the Mughal emperor’s subsequent

letter of granting him four havelis in lieu
of one, are all part of history; unlike the
claim of The Taj Story which talks in terms
of a massacre and genocide of the locals
for fulfilling the wishes of an emperor and
his consort!

The work on the tomb started in 1632
with the finest craftsmen from across the
country and West Asia. The chief mason
was Mohammed Hanif from Baghdad who
earned ¥1000 a month for his efforts. The
pinnacle was built by Qayam Khan of
Lahore and its Quranic inscriptions were
done by Amanat Khan Shirazi. The
mosaic work was done by local Hindu
workers. Above all, some 20,000
workmen toiled for 22 years to build the
monument to love. Its white marble came
from Jaipur, lapis lazuli from Sri Lanka,
crystal from China and coral from Arabia.
The monument uses the double dome
technique, previously seen only in the
Humayun’s tomb in Delhi, and never seen
in the country before the arrivals of the
Turks.

Not the first time

Over the years, many have tried to
appropriate credit for its beauty and
majesty. In the 17th century, it was
claimed by many in the West that the
architect of the Taj was Venetian
Geronimo Veroneo, a jeweller by
profession. Then came the claim by

Mughal Beg in Tarikh-e-Taj Mahal that it
was designed by Muhammad Effendi, an
architect supposedly sent by the Sultan of
Turkey. Effendi though was as much an
architect as Oak was a historian. In the
mid 19th century it was claimed that the
monument was the result of the genius of
Frenchman Austin de Bordeaux, a
jeweller. However, Austin died in 1632, the
year the work on the Taj began. With his
death all claims of Austin being the Taj’s
architect were buried. And facts began to
be raised.

As for fantasy, well there is Goel’s film,
never mind its claim of presenting the
“untold history of the Taj Mahal”. The
film, replete with stereotypes of
kohl-lined, skullcap-donning Muslims
aims at building a nation’s memory on
unreasoned mythology, far removed from
the well argued debates of history. Much
like Oak’s view that Christianity was
nothing but Krishan-Niti. Not game for
any ridiculous claims in an insipid film
which opened with a mere 14%
attendance in the first show? Watch M.
Sadiq’s 1963-saga Taj Mahal. Sure, you
would remember its song, Jo wada kiya
woh nibhana padega’, penned by Sahir
Ludhianvi and sung with much love by
Mohammad Rafi and Lata Mangeshkar.
Sadiq’s film with Pradip Kumar and Bina
Rai in the lead cast, made no effort at
replacing history with mythology.
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The actual Taj story: how a monument’s history has been warped

IRANAP a1 Bt HaFL: f$T TPR TH VRS & sfagr™ & fapa fear mar g

A little over 60 years ago, Purushottam Nagesh Oak
claimed that the Taj Mahal in Agra was actually a Hindu
palace going back to the 4th century.

YT 60 T UG, THUIAH IR 3 = graT fosa o
% SMTTRT &1 aroTHgd a1 Td & T} zraTed! &1t fig
e &

Oak, an English teacher-turned-lawyer-turned-
journalist but never a historian, was told by friends that
the Taj Mahal could not have been from the 4th century
as its construction technology didn’t exist back then.

3, S U 3l FRrere T 9Pia iR TR a1,
A SRETTPR SV T IR, B 37 Sl A s b
Ao d 9 YT BT 81 81 Thdl Rife 39 JHY ISP A0 da-ie i A 78T |

Oak then modified his theory, claiming that the Taj Mahal was actually a Hindu temple, not a
Mughal monument. This claim emerged around 1989.

D d1E 3 7 U A Feelt 3R Fe b aroTHed arad ¥ e g dfeR 7, 7 i ga
IR | Tg a1 TTHT 1989 T HH ST |

He wrote articles and a book, but found no support from historians. Even the Supreme
Court dismissed his claim in 2000, calling it a “bee in his bonnet.”

I AW 3R T YA fordt, A sfagreR) | #is awd= T8} firan | o8t aw & gufta
PIE = 2000 H I GId Bl “HedT A" HEDh WIS HR 2|

Post-2014 Historical Reinterpretation

2014 & q1¢ fdeT™ &1 [F-d@

After 2014, history has become like a revolving door — one can enter, exit, invent, and
remterpret it freely.

2014 & 9TE, 3T T THA dTdl GRATS &1 ORE & 741 § — S Big 4t 3o+ Heif & vawy,
TR, T HTaTE! A8 TS R Jhd gl

This selective reinterpretation has resulted in films like Tushar Amrish Goel’s The Taj Story,
starring Paresh Rawal, similar to The Kashmir Files and The Bengal Files.

T IS YR o URUTHRGET quUR SHRIRT Mad &1 e «g aret e 41, o
TR TS T YHHT H §, 3 o9 g1 oI “g HRHR BIsed” 3R “g aa Brged” o1 off|

Claims in The Taj Story

fhen g a1 @I F g

The film claims that the Mughal monument was actually a Hindu temple, echoing
statements by BJP leader Sangeet Som.

e &1 2aT § & WiTe WIR® arad o Ua fig wieR o1, S wrerar Aar wifta |99 & sami @
A T 5

Sangeet Som even called it a Shiva temple and attributed it to a king who imprisoned his
father, showing confusion between Shah Jahan and Aurangzeb.

eita | A 53 e wiiR 1 iR 38 v U et gR1 i s s eraa frar Y e
e o1, T a8 Ty g fas o wmeeTeT Sof Siela & yft 2
Like Oak, Goel also fails to d|st|ngmsh history from mythology, facts from fantasy.

3 E aXE, et 1t SFIETH 3R Ry, 92 3R BeuT & s 3R Tel B U

Recorded History of the Taj Mahal
dIsHgd DI
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e The Taj Mahal was built by Emperor Shah Jahan after the death of his wife Arjumand Bano
Begum (Mumtaz Mahal).
arsTHEd &1 iU TgTe qMewTel A 3 Ud! SfHe A SRTH (AT HEd) B 5 & a8
HAMT YT

¢ The chief architect was Ustad Ahmed Lahori.
IS BT IRGPR TG AgHG aTerd I

e The land for the mausoleum was acquired from Mirza Raja Jai Singh of Amber, who was
compensated with four royal havelis.

?$m@mﬁﬁwmwn@nﬁ%mmmwwa
|

e These documents — farman, agreements, and letters — remain part of authentic historical
records.

T gt TS — WA, FHEN 3R U9 — aRafds efagie sifiaal o1 e g

o  Work began in 1632 with craftsmen from India and West Asia. Around 20,000 workers
toiled for 22 years to complete it.

Ao o1 1632 T 3 gonm SR S0 YR T uf3m TR & SRARY 3 Y1 ferdn | vy
20,000 4Tt 7 22 auf g &M |

e The chief mason was Mohammed Hanif of Baghdad, earming ¥1000 per month; the
pinnacle was built by Qayam Khan of Lahore.

B IR FIEIE & TS 10 U, S8 21000 WIRYS da=1 Hed oT; Jafd ag Bt
%(pmnacle)ﬁ@?%?m@ﬂﬁa?ré ot

¢ Amanat Khan Shirazi did the Quranic calligraphy, while local Hindu artisans handled the
mosaic work.

AT W@ RIS A Ffe d@= foan, Sefe R ffg SRRE A Jieie $rd o

e The double dome technique, seen earlier only in Humayun’s Tomb, was used — a unique
architectural feature of the Mughals.

W 36 S dPH-eh BT IUANT {1 T, S Ul dhad gAY & ey A 31t 718 ot — T8
A IRGH Al B ST fa=iwar 2

e The materials came from diverse regions: white marble from Jaipur, lapis lazuli from Sri
Lanka, crystal from China, and coral from Arabia.

ﬁnfmﬂmgﬁﬁf\usraa‘rﬁaﬁn‘s‘aﬁ TTHRIR TR |, aoiag faet &, frea 99 3, sk
T 3RT |

Past Claims of Taj’s Architecture

doEd Pt ARGl R Usa g

¢ In the 17th century, some in the West claimed that Venetian jeweller Geronimo Veroneo
was the architect.

gﬁmﬁwuﬁjﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁmmﬁsaﬁv%ﬁgﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬂﬁﬁmW
|

e Later, Mughal Beg’s Tarikh-e-Taj Mahal credited Muhammad Effendi, allegedly sent by the
Sultan of Turkey, but he too was not an architect.

STe 9 e S ot ARTE-T-ATSed 1 53 bl & G gRT e Y Gewe gl &1 i
AT, Wi a8 1 IRgPR 81 &

¢ In the 19th century, it was claimed that Frenchman Austin de Bordeaux, a jeweller,
desa%ned it — but he died in 1632, the %ear construction began

TrdTegt o gran foan man f S dist A 39 fSoms foran, afde a8
1632ﬁmw,3¥ﬁaﬁwﬁﬂ‘rﬂmn33ﬂ|

Modern Myths and Cinema

YFI® fiys ok R

e Goel’'s The Taj Story claims to show the “untold history” but is filled with stereotypes and
communal undertones.
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e It depicts Muslims with kohl-lined eyes and skullcaps, aiming to build a national memory
on mythology rather than facts.
Y Prorel oI 3R 21t ug= gaeETl 1 g 7 B, R aul & 9w fiye) w
mutfea Wy @t wfa Fftfa &1 s v

e Unlike such misrepresentations, M. Sadiq’s 1963 film Taj Mahal portrayed authentic
history and became famous for the song “Jo wada kiya woh nibhana padega.”

T Y WRfodl o [Ausia, T, |ife® &1 1963 3t fived “arardger = = sfagr fowmn
3R i “a7t @ra7 e @ 24T ger % foe uRig s |

www.patrioticias.in

Double Dome Technique

e The Double Dome Technique is an architectural innovation used in Indo-Islamic and
Mughal architecture to construct large domes that appear majestic from the outside while
maintaining proportion and comfort inside the structure.

e [tinvolves two layers (domes) — one outer dome for external grandeur and one inner dome
for structural and aesthetic balance.

Definition
A Double Dome is a structure where two shells (domes) are built —

e Outer Dome: Visible externally, higher, more bulbous, and ornamental.
e Inner Dome: Lower, forming the ceiling of the interior hall.

The two domes are separated by a hollow space that can be accessed for maintenance or acoustic
purposes.

Purpose of the Double Dome

Purpose Explanation

To achieve proportional height inside while keeping the outer

Architectural Balance ..
dome majestic.

The outer dome provides grandeur to the skyline — a hallmark of

Aesthetic Appeal Mughal architecture.

. The hollow space acts as insulation, reducing heat transfer
Temperature Regulation . o
between the exterior and interior.

Structural Soundness Distributes weight evenly and reduces stress on walls and pillars.

The gap between domes helps in managing echoes within prayer

Acoustic Benefits halls.

Historical Development
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Pre-Mughal Phase

e The Delhi Sultanate period (13th—15th century) introduced domed architecture inspired by
Persian and Central Asian designs.

e However, early domes were single-shell and often heavy or disproportionate to the interior
spaces.

Mughal Period (16th—17th Century)

e The Mughals perfected the Double Dome system, borrowing from Timurid and Safavid
Persian architecture.

e It became a distinctive feature of Mughal monuments, particularly under Humayun, Akbar,
and Shah Jahan.

Architectural Examples

Monument Ruler/Period Significance of Dome

Humayun’s Tomb, Emperor Humayun (completed First clear example of double dome in India;
Delhi 1572, by Haji Begum) Persian influence.

Perfected double dome proportions — inner

Taj Mahal, Agra  Shah Jahan (1632-1653) dome lower, outer dome high and bulbous.

Technically a single massive dome, but

G.(fl Gumbaz, Adil Shah Dynasty sometimes compared for its engineering
Bijapur
scale.
Safdarjung’s Example of declining yet consistent use of
Tomb, Delhi Later Mughal (1754) double domes.
\ Society \ 07/11/205
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Two Census apps, test portal
for self-enumeration go live

Enumerators have been trained to use apps to help in digital collection and faster processing

of Census data; self-enumeration portal is open to the public in pre-test areas till today

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

blocks, the primary unit
for data collection, while

introducing digital efficien-

he Registrar-Gener- cy, accuracy, and real-time
T al and Census Com- monitoring capabilities.

missioner of India The app will record

launched two mobile ap-
plications this week in
preparation for the trial
phase of the country’s first
digital Census in 2027.

The pre-test for the first
phase, House Listing and
Housing Operations (HLO),
when a total of 30 ques-
tions on housing amenities
will be asked, will be held
in select areas across the
country from November 10
to 30.

The enumerators, in-
cluding block develop-
ment officials, revenue offi-
cials, and government
schoolteachers, have been
trained to collect data on
the two applications availa-
ble on Google Play Store:
Digital Layout Map (DLM)

participation, a Self-Enum-
eration facility will be
made available through the
Census Portal from Ist to
7th November 2025, allow-
ing individuals residing in
the areas selected for Pre-
Test to submit their details
online through the website
https://test.census.gov.in/se,
prior to field visits by en-
umerators,” a government
statement said.

The pre-test for first phase, House Listing and Housing Operations,
will be held in select areas from November 10 to 30. R. RAGU

cords were later digitised
through scanning, a pro-
cess that was both time-
consuming and prone to
inconsistencies. With the
upcoming 16th Census of
India, a historic transfor-
mation is taking place. For
the first time, Census oper-
ations are being carried
out in digital mode, ensur-
ing improved accuracy, fas-
ter data availability, and
enhanced monitoring. A

building coordinates (lati-
tude and longitude for
each structure), the names
of localities, roads or
streets, building numbers
(if available; otherwise,
temporary Census house
numbers will be assigned
by enumerators), building
names (if available), build-
ing type (pucca or kutcha),
building use (residential,
partly residential, and non-
residential),  landmarks
(mandatory), number of
floors, and number of Cen-
sus houses.

The description empha-
sised that “no personal in-
formation of the residents/
occupants of the buildings
are collected through this

app.”

and Census 2027 - House-  Digital mode crucial part of this transi- The description for the
list. The apps are compati- The DLM app’s description  tion is the preparation of House Listing Operation
ble with both Android and  explains the evolution of Digital Layout Maps and app says it was developed
Apple phones, and can on-  India’s Census, the world’s  the geo-tagging of all build-  as part of the Census of In-
ly be downloaded by auth-  largest data collection ex-  ings within each Houselist-  dia 2027 to modernise and
orised personnel. ercise, into a digital ing Block (HLB),” it says. streamline the data collec-

operation. Itadds thatthe DLMapp  tion process. Both phases
Public participation “Until the 2011 Census, replicates the traditional of the Census — houselist-

The self-enumeration por-
tal is available for testing
from November 1to 7.

“To encourage public

data was collected on pap-
er schedules, with layout
map sketches prepared
manually. These paper re-

methodology followed by
supervisors and enumera-
tors for drawing notional
sketches for houselisting

Two Census apps, test portal for self-enumeration go live

&I SFRIUMAT B9 3R T9-TT0MT U107 Uidd Y3 b 1Y

ing and population enum-
eration — will be complet-
ed between April 1, 2026
and February 28, 2027.

o Enumerators have been trained to use apps to help in digital collection and faster
processing of Census data; self-enumeration portal is open to the public in pre-
test areas till today.

TUFTHAte Pt VR BT ITANT He & foe ulRrféra fawam mar 8 aifss o Ser
& fefored Tug MR a9 USRI & Hee id Udh; T-T0MFT Ui 3111 ddb Yd-Usiern
&3t B ST & fore e g

e The Registrar-General and Census Commissioner of India launched two mobile
applications this week in preparation for the trial phase of the country’s first
digital Census in 2027.

YRA & IRER-STRE 3R FTHIUMT AT 7 5T JITE 3 Ft ugent f$forea
STITOTET 2027 & URI&I0T TR0T &1 ORI & d8d &l FeTsd TRIdbR di b

e The pre-test for the first phase, House Listing and Housing Operations (HLO),
when a total of 30 questions on housing amenities will be asked, will be held in
select areas across the country from November 10 to 30.
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gd TRUT BT Yd-udleror, 3raw il ik sreRiT SRR (HLO), orw simarita
gfaumsil o= T 30 UY Y5 ST, &1 & gi-iar &= T 10 I 30 TR a® AT
fobam Sme |

The enumerators, including block development officials, revenue officials, and
government schoolteachers, have been trained to collect data on the two

applications available on Google Play Store: Digital Layout Map (DLM) and
Census 2027 - Houselist.

3, o Ts faer iftrerY, Iora ifiert ok IReR woa Rigre
M §, ! P @ TR R U & efirdpre — f3fea dsmse A (pLm) 3R
Census 2027 - Houselist TR 3T T8 &3+ T UfRremr fear mn g1

The apps are compatible with both Android and Apple phones, and can only be
downloaded by authorised personnel.

I U UgT5S 3N TWel gl BiF & Iy T & 3R baet Sffrgpd widfal grR
SIS fhu oI IFa &

Public participation

o

The self-enumeration portal is available for testing from November 1 to 7.
WA UIEe 1 | 7 A9aR dd URIE0T & oy Iuas 5|

“To encourage public participation, a Self-Enumeration facility will be made
available through the Census Portal from 1st to 7th November 2025, allowing
individuals residing in the areas selected for Pre-Test to submit their details online
through the website, prior to field visits by enumerators,” a government statement
said.

TH WBHR] §IH H HgT T[T, “TAURTGRT B MATed H & [T, T-T0MT gfaem
SO Téd & A9 I 1 | 7 9% 2025 T6 ST DTS Ser, Foras gd-usteror
&= ¥ g1 ardt afd MuFTHatel & wies SR A Ugd U= STHSHRY e
JITEC TR ST HR Jbil|”

Digital mode

The DLM app’s description explains the evolution of India’s Census — the
world’s largest data collection exercise — into a digital operation.

DLM UU &7 faaRur URd @1 SR10MT & fasra — S g1 & 9ed ao! el 98
i & — &I fEfrea yomedt & ufvada & w0 & g9emar g1

“Until the 2011 Census, data was collected on paper schedules, with layout map
sketches prepared manually. These paper records were later digitised through
scanning, a process that was both time-consuming and prone to inconsistencies.

“2011 P TRV T, ST BTSN UUHT TR Teha fohdT Sra UT, 3R A3 Al
& W A=Y ¥ A F1C STd & | 7 BTl iNeRa! o1 a1 § Thi- & aread
f&forersw foran man, St g @R aren 3R Ffeqof witkar <

With the upcoming 16th Census of India, a historic transformation is taking place.
For the first time, Census operations are being carried out in digital mode, ensuring
improved accuracy, faster data availability, and enhanced monitoring.

T YR B 1641 STRTUAT & 1Y U BfeTiRie ulad= 81 w181 Ugell s,
ST 1 Uichar feRied Wi & Taiferd & o W8t 8, P |dtear, aw el
SUAT 3R sgar TR YT &1 o 9 |

A crucial part of this transition is the preparation of Digital Layout Maps and the
geo-tagging of all buildings within each Houselisting Block (HLB),” it says.

I8 HE1 T § o 39 URGcH 1 o Hea@yu! fowl ¢ fefored demge At ot
O 3R yd® g8 fafe s sfe (HLB) & +iar Il wal @1 fora-2fim

It adds that the DLM app replicates the traditional methodology followed by
supervisors and enumerators for drawing notional sketches for houselisting
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blocks, the primary unit for data collection, while introducing digital efficiency,
accuracy, and real-time monitoring capabilities.

Y HT1 T § f DLM VU URUN® SrRIvumett &t grgran 8, o fAdterat ik
ToMHTEAlSH GRT gTSH fIRET sie! & AHRE dUR FRA & T So-T e o1 —
ST ST I8 &I Ul SHT § — iR S9H feforea germn, e 3k faa-ersa
AR 3t e SIS e R

o The app will record building coordinates (latitude and longitude for each
structure), the names of localities, roads or streets, building numbers (if
available; otherwise temporary Census house numbers will be assigned by
enumerators), building names, building type (pucca or kutcha), building use

(residential, partly residential, and non-residential), landmarks (mandatory),
number of floors, and number of Census houses.

I VT Haq & FSerie (U AT BT & 3R SRATAR), TITICT, S a1
TIferaY & A, HaH W@ (IS IUA B: SFIUT TUMHTh ! ST SO TReT ),
Yg- & ATH, UG BT YR (TFHT IT =), UG- BT U (TR, 3Mifkid
STIRNY T TR-3Marii), v = (3ifard), #fre @ TRemm 3R ST oY #t
HSAT ol BT

e The description emphasised that “no personal information of the
residents/occupants of the buildings are collected through this app.”
faaRuT & g8 SR TR Hel T fh 5 VU & WIegw | HaAl & fHarRyat arn
SISl B BIS AfRITT BRI THA Tt Dt ATt 1"

e The description for the House Listing Operation app says it was developed as part
of the Census of India 2027 to modernise and streamline the data collection
process.

BT fofT TR U & fARu & g1 741 § 5 39 HIRG B S0 2027 &
2 & =u # ST T ufshar &1 Y 3R e 91 & o fasRa fasar man g1

e Both phases of the Census — houselisting and population enumeration — will be
completed between April 1, 2026 and February 28, 2027.
SFRTOTT & ST SRUT — BT TR SR SIFTTOTHT TURT — 1 3iiiel 2026 W 28 BRad 2027

& ot R fbu S
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Karnataka’s menstrual leave

progressive step or symbolic gesture?

While the move has received appreciation, it has also sparked a debate on whether a si

is sufficient and if it will achieve its intended purpose; doctors say that it could

make a big difference for women living with painful periods or other conditions, but add that focus should be on helping women manage menstrual discomfort effectively

Afshan Yasmeen Motherhood Hospitals, Bengaluru, said THE GIST
menstrual leave was a woman’s right. “In
arnataka has become the first ancient times, women took four days off
l‘ State in the country to from household work purely for rest, to >
approve one day of paid preserve physical and emotional Karnataka has become the first
menstrual leave per month well-being, not as a sign of impurity. The State in the country to approve

for all women employees, covering both
government and private sectors. Odisha
and Bihar have similar policies for
government employees, while Kerala has
implemented this in universities.

Cleared recently by the Karnataka
Cabinet, the policy is being hailed as a
progressive measure recognising
menstrual health as a legitimate
workplace concern. The leave, amounting
to 12 days a year, applies to women in
government offices, educational
institutions, factories, and private
organisations. While the move has
received widespread appreciation, it has
sparked debate on whether a single day of
leave is sufficient and whether it will
achieve its intended purpose.

How it came about

Describing the decision as a “momentous
occasion,” Sapna S., associate dean and
head, school of law, Christ
(Deemed-to-be) University, said it marks a
progressive step towards gender equity
and aligns with the principles of
affirmative action enshrined in the
Constitution.

Dr. Sapna, who chaired the 18-member
committee that drafted the policy, said it
resulted from extensive consultations and
comparative studies. “We reviewed global
practices from countries such as Finland
and Japan. The committee included
gynaecologists, psychiatrists, professors,
employers, employees, NGOs, and trade
unions. Though there were suggestions to
reduce the leave to half a day or change
the name, our persistence paid off, and
the government approved 12 days,
aligning with our original proposal,” she
said.

On concerns of misuse, she said that a
sub-c i ill frame impl; i
guidelines for the policy. “Misuse c:

Seeking change: Students staging a protest demanding 12 menstrual leaves per semester for female

students in Delhi University. ANI

swings, migraines, or heavy bleeding,
while others may have minimal
symptoms.

Hema Divakar, division director at Well
‘Women Healthcare, International
Federation of Gynaecology and Obstetrics
(FIGO), said conditions such as

occur with any law. But acc dati

iosis, fibroids, or

menstrual leave can boost productivity
and employee well-being in the long run.”
She also emphasised the need for
sensitisation programmes to prevent
stigma or discrimination, adding,
“Female-intensive workplaces should
have these provisions intact, as they
reflect the true spirit of gender equity.”

Citing global research, Dr. Sapna said
menstrual pain was a serious health
concern. “A 2018 Quartz article quoted
John Guillebaud, a reproductive health
professor at University College London, as
saying patients described menstrual
cramps as ‘almost as bad as having a heart
attack. That itself underscores the need
for understanding and supportive
policies,” she noted.

Gynaecologists note that menstrual
experiences vary widely, from mild
discomfort to debilitating pain. Some
women may experience fatigue, mood

osis,
hormonal imbalances can cause severe
pain or heavy bleeding and require
medical treatment. “Instead of blindly
asking for a day’s leave, girls and women
should undergo a wellness check to
identify and address root causes. Many of
these issues can be fixed,” she said.

While welcoming the policy, she
cautioned that menstrual leave may be
more symbolic than practical.
“Menstruation is a recurring physiological
process affecting each woman differently.
Pregnancy leave allows the mother’s body
to recover and facilitates bonding with the
newborn. Granting a one-day leave for
menstruation may not make much sense,”
she said. She also warned that mandatory
menstrual leave could inadvertently
reinforce workplace bias. “From an
employer’s perspective, there may be
hesitation in assigning women critical
roles or leadership responsibilities if they

ee

A 2018 Quartz article quoted John
Guillebaud. a reproductive health

professor at University College London,

as saying patients described menstrual
cramps as ‘almost as bad as having a
heart attack” That itself underscores
the need for understanding and
supportive policies

DR.SAPNA

Head of committee that drafted the policy

are perceived as taking frequent leave.
This could deepen gender inequity,” she
noted.

Stating that menstruation was no
longer a “hush-hush” subject thanks to
greater awareness through education and
social media, Dr. Divakar said: “Prevent
illness, promote wellness should be the
mantra. The focus should be on helping
women manage menstrual discomfort
effectively rather than offering a symbolic
one-day off”

Suhasini Inamdar, senior consultant
obstetrician and gynaecologist at

original intent has been lost over time,”
she said.

Calling the policy a “welcome and
much-needed step,” Dr. Inamdar said it
recognises menstrual health as integral to
overall well-being. Severe menstrual pain,
or dysmenorrhea, affects women of all
ages, particularly younger women or
those with gynaecological conditions.
Stress, lack of exercise, and poor sleep
can further aggravate symptoms.
Persistent pain should be medically
evaluated rather than dismissed as
normal, Dr. Inamdar said.

For mild to moderate discomfort,
simple measures such as hot compresses,
hydration, light exercise, and rest can
help. Over-the-counter pain relief may
also be used. For severe or recurrent
pain, consultation with a gynaecologist is
essential. “Conditions such as
endometriosis or fibroids require targeted
treatment, which could include hormonal
therapy or lifestyle adjustments,” Dr.
Inamdar noted.

Need for awareness

For women living with painful periods or
conditions such as endometriosis,
adenomyosis, fibroids, or PCOS,
menstrual leave can make a significant
difference, said Sunitha Mahesh, medical
director and senior consultant
gynaecologist at Milann Birthing Hospital,
Bengaluru.

“These conditions can cause severe
cramps, heavy bleeding, and exhaustion,
making it difficult to get through daily life.
Having the option to take a day off allows
‘women to rest without using their regular
sick leave,” Dr. Mahesh said. However, she

ised that severe or
heavy periods should not be dismissed as
normal.

“It’s important to consult a
gynaecologist to identify the underlying
cause and receive appropriate treatment
— whether through medication, a
procedure, or lifestyle changes — to make
future cycles easier to manage,” she said.

Dr. Mahesh highlighted the need for
greater awareness among women, noting
that many assume intense pain or heavy
bleeding is normal and therefore delay
seeking medical help.

While menstrual leave can offer
temporary relief, Dr. Mahesh underlined
that addressing the root cause is key for
long-term well-being. She also called for
workplace policies that are flexible,
optional, and free from stigma. “Every
woman’s cycle is different, and symptoms
can vary widely. Policies should be
sensitive, and no one should feel
pressured to disclose personal details or
fear that taking leave will affect their
performance,” she said.
(vasmeen.afshan@thehindu.co.in)

one day of paid menstrual
leave per month for all women
employees. The leave applies
to women in government
offices, educational
institutions, factories, and
private organisations

v

Citing global research, doctors
say that menstrual pain was a
serious health concern and
that the policy recognises
menstrual health as integral to
overall well-being. Some
experts warn that the leave
could inadvertently reinforce
workplace bias

v

Doctors call for workplace
policies that are flexible,
optional, and free from stigma.
Policies should be sensitive,
and no one should feel
pressured to disclose personal
details or fear that taking leave
will affect their performance,
they say

Karnataka’s menstrual leave policy: progressive step or symbolic gesture?

Fled $I HIRP yH raeTwr Hifa:

fa=iid SeH a1 UdipTH® Hahd?

e Karnataka has become the first State in the country to approve one day of paid menstrual
leave per month for all women employees, covering both government and private sectors.
Frlcd o $I UgaTl Ied & 71 ¢ forge weft afgen sefaniat & forg ufa wg wes fea &1
Haa- AT o ST Wigd fohar 8, s e 3R sk <At & nfira 71

e Odisha and Bihar have similar policies for government employees, while Kerala has

implemented this in universities.

3N SR FeR # Wepr efanival & forg Y €t -iferal €, Srfes et = 5@ fawfaereri &
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Cleared recently by the Karnataka Cabinet, the policy is being
hailed as a progressive measure recognising menstrual health
as a legitimate workplace concern.

T4 &t § Piee dHsd gRT Wied g Hifa aiftie of wrea
P TP Y ST foidl & U & AT < aTa T Yiifaeiier
HeH T ST 2

The leave, amounting to 12 days a year, applies to women in g
overnment offices, educational institutions, factories, and
private organisations.

g 3fgHT, S f af # 12 faq &1 g, IR srafal,
ﬁ&rﬁgwﬂmﬁaﬁvﬁﬁﬁmﬁmmﬁm
AR BT

While the move has received widespread appreciation, it has
sparked debate on whether a single day of leave is sufficient and
whether it will achieve its intended purpose.
wmﬁwmaﬁwr@% o 39 R T84 lﬁﬁreﬁ%ﬁ?wwﬁqaﬂ
SAHT YA g 3R T I 30U I£ Y DI YT B

How it came about

I8 $3

ST

Describing the decision as a “momentous occasion”, Sapna S., Associate Dean and Head,
School of Law, Christ (Deemed-to-be) University, said it marks a progressive step
towards gender equity and aligns with the principles of affirmative action enshrined in the
Constitution.

2 fAvfg o1 “BfaeTiie SravR” Sard §U 9UHT TH., TNRNE S 3R 38, Thd 3t @,
m@mgﬁmﬁaﬁ&ﬁﬁm%%%maﬁ%mﬁwwmm%
3R gg "y # e TeRIe® Hrars & Rigial & sFu gl

Dr. Sapna, who chaired the 18-member committee that drafted the policy, said it resulted
from extensive consultations and comparative studies.

ST U1, forgia 39 Aifd &1 R $RA aralt 18-gRig Afifa & sremerdt &1, 3 el fos 7
<iifcl ST RS SR gerTeTe Sl Bl URUTH B |

“We reviewed global practices from countries such as Finland and Japan. The committee
included gynaecologists, psychiatrists, professors, employers, employees, NGOs, and
trade unions.”

2 fhTds SR SITUT S =i Y afyes grsft ot weften @t | afifa & TR fagiv,
THIfafrT®, WibR, e, sart, Tsien ok 38 gftram wnfta o

“Though there were suggestions to reduce the leave to half a day or change the name, our
persistence paid off, and the government approved 12 days, aligning with our original
proposal ” she said.

, STDTRI DI 31 G T T DA AT IFBT A1 deaq & Fd MY A, aifcbT gaR
mmﬁ@wﬁsﬁuﬁmasm 12%‘4@@@?1@%%&1 3
hell
On concerns of misuse, she said that a sub-committee will frame implementation
guidelines for the policy.

gwqﬁnﬁ fearalt iR, S5 Pel i T Su-Afhfd 39 i & o sraf-aa= femmfdwr dar

Mlsuse can occur with any law. But accommodating menstrual leave can boost
productivity and employee well-being in the long run.”

faat +ft HTT HT ST &) Tl 7| A Wiy enf sraepr=r &Y oA | dwra o
IATeHdT 3R HHARG! & Fearor & gig g It o 17

She also emphasised the need for sensitisation programmes to prevent stigma or
discrimination, adding, “Female-intensive workplaces should have these provisions intact,
as they reflect the true spirit of gender equity.”

IB Ped YT HEHT &I AP & o1t Yaga=Nadr driepH $t awgdd R H SR faan
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3R FgT, “ufgar-gur sriwe o 3 urayH g1 a1feT adifes & dffe aarar @t a=ft uraer
P e F 1’
e Citing global research, Dr. Sapna sald menstrual pain was a serious health concern.
AT ST FT SaTeT 21 €T, S TUAT 3 BT b AP o BT ad U TR e Rt 3
e “A 2018 Quartz article quoted John Guillebaud, a reproductive health professor at
University College London, as saying patients described menstrual cramps as almost as
bad as a heart attack.”

“2018 & Quartz @ H gAaRidt didsr dg & Yol W NHER i fiddrs o
Ieyd faran man ut, eR @at i wlient A wifdre ol & ad &t fae & SR o ik sarn

Medical Perspective and Concerns

3 fefard

e Gynaecologists note that menstrual experiences vary widely, from mild discomfort to

debilitating pain.
IR BT B & b WP 4 B SrIva Tgd SATT-3eRT B1a &, Ol Geob! Srgfaer A

AR MR < d 8 THhd

e Some women may experience fatigue, mood swings, migraines, or heavy bleeding, while
others may have minimal symptoms.
F& Afearstt & Yo, Y R, Arg3H a1 SrcafRies IFaTd F1 3Hd 8l Iohdl §, STl $&
& 9gd HH ALV B 5 |

o Hema Divakar, Division Director at Well Women Healthcare, International Federation of
Gynaecology and Obstetrics (FIGO), said conditions such as adenomyosis,
endometriosis, fibroids, or hormonal imbalances can cause severe pain or heavy
bleeding and requwe medical treatment.
g1 fearey, Faze aaqﬁq%wwshwmﬁhﬁﬂ@uqﬁrm(ﬂeoﬁw
f& efeamaife, temfeaim, SRiga ort fRufar TR &g a1 U
Wwwwm%aﬁ?ﬁmﬁuwﬁ T BIeil |

o “Instead of blindly asking for a day’s leave, girls and women should undergo a wellness
check to identify and address root causes. Many of these issues can be fixed,” she said.

“3TY Tep &1 o SADBI B} T DA b o, TSIl AR oRarel 3 e A% HIT
R 1 et BROT &) T SR GHT ol o 6 | 57 G & D S b1 31 T
8, I Pell

¢ While welcoming the policy, she cautioned that menstrual leave may be more symbolic
than practical.

T &1 W1 B §T, Soi+ Arau™ a1 o a1y ot sraew=r suragTie & 3ifte
TAtaTdD 5l Al

e “Menstruation is a recurring physiological process affecting each woman differently.
Pregnancy leave allows the mother’s body to recover and facilitates bonding with the
newborn. Granting a one-day leave for menstruation may not make much sense,” she
said.

Hiyeh e Teh 3Tl e Ufehar g St 83 [iga B 3feT-3iei Huiidd bRl & | THfaw
SPHTRN AT & IRR Bl T7: TR BF 3R Faod & 1Y Tt 1 T Aeg Hal g | Al WIS
o & forg Uep fo1 o1 3@ 31 ATagNe & A 9gd Arde &l oidr,” S8 Fall

e She also warned that mandatory menstrual leave could inadvertently reinforce
workplace bias.
35 I8 t Iarai &t o Sifrard a1 o SraeT=T 3Fe § STawId IR U&uTd $f
Holqd B Jobdl |

o “From an employer’s perspective, there may be hesitation in assigning women critical roles
or leadership responsibilities if they are perceived as taking frequent leave. This could
deepen gender mequlty, she noted.

fraterr & =PI 9, g Afgarsl Bl TR-SR SHahT= o el JIF ST, T S Hewyuf
@EI'E% mmmﬁmﬁﬁﬁmam%lmmmaﬁvwa
Iohdl 8, I8 Pall
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Medical and Social Perspectives on Menstrual Leave

iR yH sraeTx W fRAfeiy siv gmfere efyeion

Stating that menstruation was no longer a “hush-hush” subject thanks to greater
awareness through education and social media, Dr. Divakar said: “Prevent illness,
promote wellness should be the mantra. The focus should be on helping women manage
menstrual discomfort effectively rather than offering a symbolic one-day off.”

Ig gd gu o aifre o 3 « » 3g arell fawa 18 vt Fifes Rram i Wiwrer
HfEaT & H1em Y AFREDHd] d¢i 6, ST [GaTdR A Fgl: “HA BT AT — INT B Adh, WA
DI geraT ¢ | & Aigare] & wifkie o A 19 arelt sRIfaen &Y guTd) € A walka A |
TGE I3 W gH1 A8, 7 & Had T Uediwred® U@ fgd 31 gt o I

Suhasini Inamdar, Senior Consultant Obstetrician and Gynaecologist at Motherhood
Hospitals, Bengaluru, said menstrual leave was a woman’s right.

ORI 3R, IR wfd Ud TR fasivy, Aevgs giued, ATqe A el & Alie
o AAHTR TH Ufgell 7 ARBR 5|

“In ancient times, women took four days off from household work purely for rest, to preserve
physical and emotional well-being, not as a sign of impurity. The original intent has been
lost overtime," she said.

351 HET, "W BTet & AR Had MR F 1Y IR 7 31 sramy adt off, arfes
RR® 3R ATFRS TWRRA Widd 8 9, 7 % 33 RIS &1 Udie A & forg | afds I9g
& T 3 YA ST D! Yol A g1

Calling the policy a “welcome and much-needed step,” Dr. Inamdar said it recognises
menstrual health as integral to overall well-being.

3 I P TN A 3fR 3Id ATIAD HEH” Jald gU ST FIMIGR - Hgl [ Ig AIfTH
f TR B T Hedrur b1 R fEwar g 21

Severe menstrual pain (dysmenorrhea) affects women of all ages, particularly younger
women or those with gynaecological conditions.

TR TR o o (Fewmaafam) @it omg ot &t wigarett & gvifdd w=ar g, fady =
gar wfgarsii a1 WRT e Al @ ditsa afgarsit &

Stress, lack of exercise, and poor sleep can further aggravate symptoms. Persistent pain
should be medically evaluated rather than dismissed as normal, Dr. Inamdar said.

GEICH Wﬁwsﬁ?wﬁzﬁa&rﬁﬁaﬁ?wmﬁ% AR &6 P! G 7
Wmﬁmﬂuwmwaﬁm S1. SATHER A Hall

For mild to moderate discomfort, simple measures such as hot compresses, hydration,
light exercise, and rest can help. Over-the-counter pain relief may also be used.

ool U1 HYgy rgfaen & forw H s, et sra a1, seT sarmy SiR SR oY IR
JUTT YT 8l Yobd o | ATHIA & FaRe® gargarl it o) o1 Iobait o1

For severe or recurrent pain, consultation with a gynaecologist is essential. “Conditions
such as endometriosis or fibroids require targeted treatment, which could include
hormonal therapy or lifestyle adjustments,” Dr. Inamdar noted.

TR 9T IR-9R B a1 g & orT TR fatug O el siawass § | “tsrafea ar
BIEsgs S fRufaat & fae aféa SR siaxas giar e, forgw gt dt ar shia=ieht &
f¥ad= e 81 Thd §,” 81, SAHGR - Iar|

Need for Awareness
SRS &l &Y AR D dl

For women living with painful periods or conditions such as endometriosis, adenomyosis,
fibroids, or PCOS, menstrual leave can make a significant difference, said Sunitha
Mahesh, Medical Director and Senior Consultant Gynaecologist at Milann Birthing
Hospital, Bengaluru.

adTe Tifae of a1 verafeaifRm, s ariR, wiestas a1 tRitsivy i fRufadt @
tifSa afearsit & fow wiire erf s weayul oieR o Todr €, T B e Sf. Ftdl
wrew, e afitf giftuea, Sqe ot fafersn fRwe ok afvy TR fagivg @
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“These conditions can cause severe cramps, heavy bleeding, and exhaustion, making it
difficult to get through daily life. Having the option to take a day off allows women to rest
without using their regular sick leave,” Dr. Mahesh said.

= FRURYT B TiaR ¥, Sreafiies ¥aaTa 3R UPTae 8 Thdl 2, R 2 ofiae o
1o 81 Wl 81 T 7 1 gt o1 fasvew Afgamsit o1 Ay St sraeprs1 H1 IuanT vy
AT SR 37 BT Al TaT R, ST AR A HEl

However, she emphasised that severe or unusually heavy periods should not be
dismissed as normal.

BIdifoh, IB T8 TR abx el b TR a1 ST ¥0 | YR AfS Y+ ot AT =16t
AT ST A1fg¢

“It's important to consult a gynaecologist to identify the underlying cause and receive
appropriate treatment — whether through medication, a procedure, or lifestyle changes
— to make future cycles easier to manage,” she said.

g TS § [ TRNT faRwg A RRf Ao ga $RUT 3} ugar= &t S 4R 3fra
SUAR VT 3531 ST — 918 98 &aT, Wihan a1 stia=giel # ufead=T & A1 3 g1 — arfe
YfgsT & ot 1 31fie S & WU o T%,” I5H Fell

Dr. Mahesh highlighted the need for greater awareness among women, noting that many
assume intense pain or heavy bleeding is normal and therefore delay seeking medical
heI

ST, w@mﬁn%m&ﬁﬁaﬁ‘wmaﬂamwwaa%m g §ald gu o o8
Afgan 7R o a1 Srafire Yaawrg & IR 9§ IR 39 HRUT fafheia Terddr a= |
& FRA B

While menstrual leave can offer temporary relief, Dr. Mahesh underlined that addressing
the root cause is key for long-term well-being.

i AR U SaPpT SRATH MEd UG P TPl 5, ST. AN 1 Bl b Gefprferen
WA & o1 Y& $RUT BT ITAR TS ¢ |

She also called for workplace policies that are flexible, optional, and free from stigma.
I2H ael, ABfRIP 3R Hod-gad sriwya faal o1 off w3t

“Every woman'’s cycle is different, and symptoms can vary widely. Policies should be
sensitive, and no one should feel pressured to disclose personal details or fear that taking
leave will affect their performance,” she said.

B Tgell T WD Teh ST gial §, AR a0l 1 STt fird 81 avd & | fadl wae=ita
BT =Y, 3R bt B! 1t SafRmTa STHSR! TS B P T Ga1a Heqd T8 H1 A1y
1 95 S 41 o1 AIfST fb SfadT= A7 W 3! YeRlA arar ywifaa gif,” S5 @l
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A more expansive reading of the
surrogacy law can help more couples

T he Supreme Court’s recent observations

about the legality of going in for surroga-

cy for the second child has raised the fun-
damental issue of what a law is meant to regulate.
In a petition in the Court, a couple facing secon-
dary infertility sought to use surrogacy, as under
the Surrogacy Act, surrogacy cannot be resorted
to for the second child. Their advocate argued
that the state cannot interfere in the private lives
and reproductive choices of citizens. Secondary
infertility is when a couple is unable to conceive,
or carry a pregnancy to term, though they have
previously birthed children naturally. The causes
are similar to primary infertility — Polycystic Ov-
ary Syndrome, endometriosis, and lifestyle fac-
tors. The petitioners sought an exemption to
have a second child through surrogacy, submit-
ting that the definition of ‘infertility” in the con-
text of surrogacy, both in the ART and the Surro-
gacy Acts, was not restricted to only primary
infertility. Under Section 4(iii)(C)(II) of India’s
Surrogacy (Regulation) Act, 2021, a couple is elig-
ible for surrogacy only if they do not have any
surviving child (biological, adopted, or through
surrogacy). Exceptions are made only if the exist-
ing child is mentally or physically challenged or
has a life-threatening disorder. The government
submitted arguments supporting the view that
surrogacy cannot be deemed a fundamental
right, and that it involves the use of another wo-
man’s body. While the judge orally remarked that
the restriction imposed under the provision was
“reasonable”, the Court has decided to examine
whether a law banning married couples facing
secondary infertility from using surrogacy to
have a second child amounts to a restriction on
the reproductive choices of citizens.

It may be noted that the Court recently diluted
the age specification for surrogacy, allowing age
relaxation for couples who had frozen embryos
prior to passing the Act. If the avowed intent of
the law, as argued at the stage of debate, is to pre-
vent commercial surrogacy, or exploitative situa-
tions taking advantage of vulnerable women, be-
sides regulating the mushrooming fertility
centres (in conjunction with the ART Act), then
to impose restrictions differentiating between
primary and secondary fertility seems like split-
ting hairs. Currently, there is no law restricting
the number of children a person can have in In-
dia, though many States have incentivised a two-
child norm in terms of government benefits, jobs
or political offices. A more expansive interpreta-
tion of the law, facilitating, for all those in need,
- access to the benefits of technology, is likely to sa-
tisfy two requirements — assisting intending pa-
rents, and preventing commercial surrogacy.

[T, 3R 90 GOt ARAT & TRR & ST BT Uy M g

e While the judge orally remarked that the restriction imposed under the provision was
“reasonable”, the Court has decided to examine whether a law banning married couples

The second issue

QERT &l

e The Supreme Court’s recent observations about the
legality of going in for surrogacy for the second child has raised
the fundamental issue of what a law is meant to regulate.

TitE PIE A grieran Rrafdrat g o= % R TR &) Jerar
R A & AT & gayd U9 &1 31 ¢

e In a petition in the Court, a couple facing secondary
infertility sought to use surrogacy, as under the Surrogacy Act,
surrogacy cannot be resorted to for the second child.

3erad H U gt |, fgdias g (secondary infertility) T
Uifed Teb Sufd 3 TRITRT T SUINT B D SiFH(d HiTll, Hlfh
R iftfras & dgd gE o= & forg TR 81 ot S Febdll|

e Their advocate argued that the state cannot interfere in the
private lives and reproductive choices of citizens.

P DI A I fedT i Irsa ANt & it sitat ok yore =
fawpeut ¥ g8y T8 AR Jobd|
e Secondary infertility is when a couple is unable to

conceive, or carry a pregnancy to term, though they have
previously birthed children naturally.

feeita® qigro a8 R 8 919 s qufd T YR 3 a1 TR
&1 quf 3afy a9 @ T & g BT 8, Wl & 3B Ued Il
F0 Y YdH 34 B 5l

e  The causes are similar to primary infertility — Polycystic

Ovary Syndrome (PCOS), endometriosis, and lifestyle
factors.

3P HRUI MIYFHE FEUT S JAH & — S UTefaRed ast
Rigiw (Pcos), tefeaiRM, 3R shaaeh & FR> |

e The petitioners sought an exemption to have a second child
through surrogacy, submitting that the definition of ‘infertility’ in
the context of surrogacy, both in the ART and the Surrogacy
Acts, was not restricted to only primary infertility.

gifadTmarslt 3 TR & A1eaH | gOR 9= &1 3Afd AFf, 98

qaamﬁgz%@ﬁ%ﬁaﬁﬁ‘m'aﬁqﬁw, ART

@m@ IR siftiferaw 1 # haa wufie digu_ a&
|

e Under Section 4(iii)(C)(ll) of India’s Surrogacy
(Regulation) Act, 2021, a couple is eligible for surrogacy only if
they do not have any surviving child (biological, adopted, or
through surrogacy).

URd & TN (R sif¥ifFram, 2021 o1 4RT 4¢ii)C)(1) &
Tgd, B <ufa aut WART & forg urst 8YaT & oa S U pig
Sifad Fa -t S (S, Tue a1 TR | Se)|

e  Exceptions are made only if the existing child is mentally or
physically challenged or has a life-threatening disorder.
3{UATE Had dd §TY S § ofd Hilel Sedl ATRIS a7 RIS
9 & gl 1 SHa=-g1as® SHRY 9 Uifsd 81|

e  The government submitted arguments supporting the view
that surrogacy cannot be deemed a fundamental right, and
that it involves the use of another woman’s body.

WPHR 7 T d a1 {5 RN &Y Hifere iR 18) | s
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facing secondary infertility from using surrogacy amounts to a restriction on reproductive
choices of citizens.

grnefer ¥ M wu A fewht 3t i 78 ufagy «IRra” 8, A sigrerd 3 g e &1 fofg
foran © o fegcitaes Sigiom @ S 3R faarfRd st or W ufasy @ e Ariet & wore
el W AF 2

e It may be noted that the Court recently diluted the age specification for surrogacy,
allowing age relaxation for couples who had frozen embryos prior to passing the Act.

g 9F ¢ A g b sreTad A 81d gt 3 TRRY & o oy e & dYer < 7, o 39 Siet
BT A Fe <1 T3 e g ok 217 | ugd Y01 &) it fahar |

e |[f the intent of the law is to prevent commercial surrogacy and exploitative situations
taking advantage of vulnerable women, besides regulating fertility centres (with the ART Act),
then imposing restrictions differentiating between primary and secondary infertility
seems unnecessary.

IS HTH BT ILT TGS TR 3R FUHR Afgenait & MWor &) A1 qur wieferdt
Fal o1 fafrafirg &1 (ART iftfaw & i) 3, @ urufire oik fgdiue aigua & 9=
IR HR AT YAEY T SHIG=AS Uelid il 6|

e Currently, there is no law restricting the number of children a person can have in India,
though many States have incentivised a two-child norm in government benefits, jobs, or
political offices.

A § YR & bt aufe & =l 6t Wom | Big St ufdey 81 8, gTerife &% wsui A
-9 & AFES & WHRT Y, AIHRAT T IASHITdD Uei J Tieig & &4 § SO ¢ |

e A more expansive interpretation of the law, facilitating access to technological benefits
for all those in need, can satisfy both goals — assisting intending parents and preventing
commercial surrogacy.

DI B U AP ATID RSAT, Sl SReXaHal & oY aa-ite! ATl a@ Ugd &l 3
T ], ST ST Bl IR BR bl § — 5P ATAI-MT ) TETIaT HAT 3R AaATAD
W B A1

WASHINGTON Pelosi, the first female Speaker of U.S. House,
Pelosi, the first female Speaker of ~ announces retirement

US. House, announces retirement 9994 154 a;"ﬁﬁa’-f :;?1 gl afgar wie taRdt =

¢ Nancy Pelosi, a towering figure in United States politics
and the first female speaker of the House of
Representatives, announced on Thursday that she would be
stepping down at the next election.

gert, o smfvat Ieifa Bt ue T g oIk
gfafafR aur 3t uget aflgar wiex 8 3 [FaR o 9ivon of
f% 98 orTat gA1a A ug oS ¢t
¢ “l will not be seeking reelection to Congress,” the 85-
Nancy Pelosi, a towering figure in United States politics and the first year-old Democrat said in a video.

female speaker of the House of Representatives, announced on . ..
Thursday that she would be stepping down at the next election. “I 85 aﬁq ﬁ% ﬁ W ﬂ%’lﬁ ﬁ W, “ﬁ‘ ﬂv‘l'a'\‘r % m F:
will not be seeking reelection to Congress,” the 85-year-old i ¥ I”

EQICE DRl

Democrat said in a video. AFP

AFP
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| Geography [07/11/2025 |

Intelligent, green machine

Next gen vehicle: An autonomous mining vehicle, used to increase productivity by operating around the clock in hazardous environments,

operate at the world’s largest iron ore mine, run by Brazilian mining company Vale in the middle of a vast rainforest preserve, at Carajas
National Forest in the Amazonian state of Para, Brazil. REUTERS

Next gen vehicle: An autonomous mining vehicle, used to increase productivity by
operating around the clock in hazardous environments, operate at the world’s largest
iron ore mine, run by Brazilian mining company Vale in the middle of a vast rainforest
preserve, at Carajas National Forest in the Amazonian state of Para, Brazil.

Top Five Iron-Ore Producing Countries in the World (Based on Latest Available Data
and “Usable Ore” Figures)

Rank Country Approx. Production / Notes
Produces around 900—960 million tons of usable iron ore in recent years;
the largest global producer and leading exporter.

. Produces about 440 million tons of usable iron ore (2023); major mining
2 Brazil N . ,
region includes the Carajas mine in Para.

1 Australia

Produces approximately 270—280 million tons of usable iron ore (2023); —
3 China  despite large domestic output, it remains the world’s biggest importer due (\ql,
to high demand. E’
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Rank Country Approx. Production / Notes

4

Produces nearly 270 million tons of usable iron ore (2023); production has

India
! shown a steady upward trend over recent years.

Produces around 8891 million tons of usable iron ore (2023); remains a

Russi . s : :
ussia key supplier within the Eurasian region.

GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, And International Relations

TOPICS COVERED 07 November 2025

Polity

Uncontested polls: Centre says right to vote different from freedom of voting

fAfdRie gama: %% 3 $e1 dle 31 &1 AR, AagH I W1 | AT 3

Governance

CAG plans to create two new cadres for more centralisation

et aiftre Hfieor & forw &) AT Hatt 991 & A1 T /T 8

International Relations

Accused should get grounds of arrest in known language: SC
RR afed & S9! 19 4o # AR & e fau oM wfee: gfiw
Eard

As the next phase of SIR rolls on, the case of Assam
WSIRWWWM’&H@W%, HH BT HTHAT

Kazakhstan to announce it will join Abraham Accords, says U.S. official
IARD! HYFRY A $BT — HOTEI STH FHSI | A 14 $I GIgon
CZull

Trump’s nuclear test threat risks upending global test ban regime

TH BT IRHTY] YIEIUT R BT FaxT dfYd UIeor ufda s sgawiT B SRR
BT S AT BT 7

Ethiopia’s Afar region says it came under attack from Tigrayan forces

ST & PR &7 1 w81 f I/ W fur= gai 3 gwar fear
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Uncontested polls: Centre
says right to vote different
from freedom of voting

NEW DELHI

The Centre has argued in
the Supreme Court that the
‘right to vote’ in an election
is different from the ‘free-
dom of voting’, and while
one is a mere statutory
right, the second is a part
of the fundamental right to
freedom of speech and
expression.

The case was listed be-
fore a Bench headed by
Justice Surya Kant for hear-
ing on Thursday. However,
the Bench did not
assemble.

The Centre was res-
ponding to a petition seek-
ing to declare Section 53(2)
of the Representation of
the People Act, 1951, and
Rule 11 read with Forms 21
and 21B of the Conduct of
Elections Rules, 1961,
which apply to ‘uncontest-
ed elections’, ultra vires
the Constitution for violat-
ing freedom of speech and
expression under Article
19(1)(a).

Section 53(2) kicks in
when the number of candi-
dates equals the number of
seats to be filled in an As-
sembly or Lok Sabha elec-
tion. In such cases, the pro-
vision instructs a
Returning Officer (RO) to
declare all such candidates
as duly elected by filling in
Form 21 (in case of a gener-
al election) or Form 21B (in
case of an election to fill a
casual vacancy).

Prevents use of NOTA

The petitioners, Vidhi
Centre for Legal Policy, re-
presented by advocate
Harsh Parashar, and the
Association for Democratic
Reforms, through advo-
cates Prashant Bhushan
and Neha Rathi, submitted
that the RO’s declaration
without conducting a poll

Q The ‘right
to vote’

is only a statutory
right conferred by
Section 62 of the
Representation of the
People Act of 1951.
Freedom of voting
is a species of the
right to expression
under

Article 19(1)

(@) of the s

Constitution ifl

THE CENTRE |

in its affidavit - |

mits a ERY 1 \ /
prevented citizens from ex-

pressing their right to vote
the ‘None of the Above’ or
the NOTA option and voice
their dissatisfaction about
the contesting candidate.
The Centre’s affidavit in
court began with a funda-
mental lesson on the diffe-
rence between ‘right to
vote’ and the ‘freedom of
voting’. It said the ‘right to
vote’ was only a statutory
right conferred by Section
62 of the Representation of
the People Act of 1951, and
subject to the limitations
given in the statute.
Freedom of voting, on
the other hand, was a “spe-
cies of the right to expres-
sion under Article 19(1)(a)
of the Constitution”.
Mustrating the gulf, the
Centre has quoted from a
2003 Supreme Court judg-
ment in Civil Liberties
(PUCL) versus Union that
“the initial right (right to
vote) cannot be placed on
the pedestal of a funda-
mental right, but at the
stage when the voter goes
to the polling booth and
casts his vote, his freedom
to express arises. The cast-
ing of vote in favour of one
or the other candidate is

tantamount to expression
of his opinion and prefe-
rence and that final stage
in the exercise of voting
right marks the accom-
plishment of freedom of
expression of the voter”.

But, the Centre pointed
out, the freedom of voting
(the freedom to choose a
candidate through positive
vote or a negative vote
through NOTA) was depen-
dent on whether or not
there was a poll taken.

“Freedom of voting is an
incidence of a poll,” the
Union government submit-
ted.

The election would be
put to vote only if the num-
ber of candidates were
more than the number of
seats to be filled, as provid-
ed under Section 53(1) of
the 1951 Act. Again, there
would be no poll if the
number of candidates
were fewer than the seats
in an election, as mandat-
ed under Section 53(3) of
the Act.

‘NOTA not a candidate’
The Centre argued that
NOTA did not fit within the
definition of a ‘candidate’
under Section 79(b) of the
RP Act, 1951. Besides, it
said, elections cannot be
left inconclusive by not de-
claring a winner. Indeci-
sive elections render the
electoral process an exer-
cise in futility.

In a separate affidavit,
the EC agreed with the
Centre that to treat NOTA
as a “contesting candidate”
in an election would re-
quire legislative amend-
ments in the 1951 Act and
the 1961 Rules.

The top poll body said
there were only nine in-
stances of uncontested
elections out of a total 20
General Elections from
1951 till 2024.

Uncontested polls: Centre says right
to vote different from freedom of

voti
%&%ﬂﬂﬂﬁ:%ﬁwfﬁ?aﬁﬂ
SITIPR, Taa B Tadar @ e e

. The Centre has argued in the
Supreme Court that the ‘right to vote’ in an
election is different from the ‘freedom of
voting’, and while one is a mere statutory
right, the second is a part of the
fundamental right to freedom of speech
and expression.

F A g S F ad fear 8 6 g o
die 3 BT AFRBR’ 3R TeagH B
AT 3T ©, FoH U dhad dur=®
SfUPR g, STafth gIRT aTep 3R Sifiaafaa
B WA F Wiad AUPR &1 e g

o The case was listed before a Bench
headed by Justice Surya Kant for hearing
on Thursday. However, the Bench did not
assemble.

g AHaT aradfd gdwia st sreaerar
qrell W3 & IHE TSaR HI & forg
Yatag U1l gletifes, dte 8t 91|
. The Centre was responding to a
petition seeking to declare Section 53(2)
of the Representation of the People Act,
1951, and Rule 11 read with Forms 21
and 21B of the Conduct of Elections
Rules, 1961, which apply to ‘uncontested
elections’, ultra vires the Constitution for
violating freedom of speech and
expression under Article 19(1)(a).

&% U AT &1 SA19 ¢ 8T AT forad
= yfaffira sifferaw, 1951 St Ut
53(2) Gﬁ?iﬁﬁ TaTe ¥, 1961 &
oo 11 Ut wid 21 3R 21B (< ARy
TG R A B ) BT WU | o¥ 9y
XA B AR DI TS A Fifh T rede
19(1)(a) % d8d aTP 3R ifaafay &
AT BT Ie Y B 6|
. Section 53(2) kicks in when the
number of candidates equals the
number of seats to be filled in an
Assembly or Lok Sabha election. In such
cases, the provision instructs a Returning
Officer (RO) to declare all such candidates

as duly elected by filling in Form 21 (in case of a general election) or Form 21B (in

case of an election to fill a casual vacan
YR 53(2) I AR BN § o

Mﬁﬁ%ﬁm@ﬁﬁﬁﬁm%ﬂﬁﬁ%%
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faemayT a1 STyt gATa B WR7 9 5 | U9 At § I8 way fRefHh sifftheR
(RO) &' e <ar § & g uvt Seiicart o) Wi 21 (g IA1E & A H) a1 Bid
21B (3T H® Rfgd 1A & AW H) W FHaifra aifta &2

Prevents use of NOTA

NOTA & ISUTNT &I Apdl g

The petitioners, Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy, represented by advocate Harsh
Parashar, and the Association for Democratic Reforms, through advocates
Prashant Bhushan and Neha Rathi, submitted that the RO’s declaration without
conducting a poll prevented citizens from expressing their right to vote the
‘None of the Above’ or the NOTA option and voice their dissatisfaction about the
contesting candidate.

faftr Jex wiv e uiferlt, ST oik ¥ 3ifdadar g TR IJufd 9,
3R THTRA B SHhfed RwiRd, St 3R F siftraadr w=iid yuor 3ik e
RS IR &, A gl b AAGT BT fIAT RO FRT GO HRAT ARMRDI B A
3P g 3a’ (NOTA) fawrer g1 & ARPR | dfra war 8 3R ufaueff sufigar
& ufa Uit SRIGR e H A APpar ¢
The Centre’s affidavit in court began with a fundamental lesson on the difference
between ‘right to vote’ and the ‘freedom of voting’. It said the ‘right to vote’ was
only a statutory right conferred by Section 62 of the Representation of the
People Act of 1951, and subject to the limitations given in the statute.
&% & AB-ITH DI YHITE e ¢4 & ARIPR’ R Ade™ Pt WaTar & R W
19 THIHI0T T g3 | S9N H71 1 % die 37 o1 fUd Fad v dur=e
sﬁwgﬁﬁﬁ-—mﬁrﬁﬁrﬁ AFUFIIH, 1951 BT URT 62 & T8 UGH b1 T § 3R
I8 LA | & 1S Hrwrait & e g
Freedom of voting, on the other hand, was a “species of the right to expression
under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution”.
QERI 3R, HAGH BT WaadT, “HiAUT™ & w86 19(1)(a) F dgd ffHaaf &
AP BT TH 0" 5|
lllustrating the gulf, the Centre has quoted from a 2003 Supreme Court judgment in
Civil Liberties (PUCL) versus Union that “the initial right (right to vote) cannot be
placed on the pedestal of a fundamental right, but at the stage when the voter goes to
the polling booth and casts his vote, his freedom to express arises. The casting of
vote in favour of one or the other candidate is tantamount to expression of his
opinion and preference and that final stage in the exercise of voting right marks the
accomplishment of freedom of expression of the voter”.
S 3R DI T B gY, % - 2003 & G P & f¥ifaa fads (pucL) s
i Ama § IRun i3 o IR SR (@deH &1 fieR) & Mite sifRier
& IR UX g1 @1 ST AT, Al S Haldl HdaH Hg W Wb U i STerdl @,
13U Sifieafad @Y Fad=ar S gid o | fhe IEfigar & ug & Aae™ &1
ST I SR gHg B fHeafd & I0H § 3R TdaH RIGR &1 sifad R Aagran
@t rfieala Y ol #t Wi & cxfar g1
But, the Centre pointed out, the freedom of voting (the freedom to choose a

candidate through positive vote or a negative vote through NOTA) was
dependent on whether or not there was a poll taken.

Ao, % A Wy [T i AdeM &1 Wl (PRI dic a1 NOTA & HIH |
TPRIAD die T B Waadn) 39 91d R 1R Tt 8 75 aaere gam ar =&l
“Freedom of voting is an incidence of a poll,” the Union government submitted.
F% PR A Hg1, ‘TG P! TaiaAdl, Tagr Uihar It T ufkora g1

The election would be put to vote only if the number of candidates were more than
the number of seats to be filled, as provided under Section 53(1) of the 1951 Act.
Again, there would be no poll if the number of candidates were fewer than the seats
in an election, as mandated under Section 53(3) of the Act.

TG B! HAGH & fad qH 3@ AT o9 IRiGaR| &t JBAT Hiel o e A s
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giift, S f6 1951 Siftfeam &Y 9T 53(1) B urau |1 o8], afe Iwfigar) & d@n
el & o1 grft, O YRT 53(3) & ded BIs HAGH 8 gHMI|

‘NOTA not a candidate’

‘NOTA S#figar g &

The Centre argued that NOTA did not fit within the definition of a ‘candidate’
under Section 79(b) of the RP Act, 1951. Besides, it said, elections cannot be left
inconclusive by not declaring a winner. Indecisive elections render the electoral
process an exercise in futility.

Fg 1 ad fear i NOTA, s ufafafta sifufaw, 1951 @Y 4T 79(b) H IWHEAR’
@1 aRruTaT # fibe =16t dodT| ST 3ATaT, s A Hel & fastan aifta fg fomr gama
3 L BIS o e, Tl rfvriaes gATa T gATA Uitk it fAopa s 3d €1
In a separate affidavit, the EC agreed with the Centre that to treat NOTA as a

“contesting candidate” in an election would require legislative amendments in the
1951 Act and the 1961 Rules.

T 3T ga%A o, fatas 3T 3 o 9 Agafd oFed 3t fds NOTA &
“gfoedf Sufigar” & ¥u A 9 & T 1951 siftf=m sk 1961 oot # fyumdt
RIS B SHTaRISHAT gl

The top poll body said there were only nine instances of uncontested elections
out of a total 20 General Elections from 1951 till 2024.

e ATE TR FHET b 1951 | 2024 GF & Hdl 20 3ATH G B Had At arqd
0 9, wiei e AR ge 4
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Accused

should get

grounds of arrest in
known language: SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court, in a
significant verdict on
Thursday, held that arrest-
ed persons must be fur-
nished with the grounds of
arrest in writing in a lan-
guage they understand, ir-
respective of the nature of
the offence or statute
involved.

The Bench of Chief Jus-
tice of India B.R. Gavai and
A.G. Masih held that the
grounds of arrest must be
“supplied in writing within
a reasonable time, and in
any case two hours prior to
the production of the ar-
restee before the Magis-
trate for remand
proceedings”.

“Mere communication
of the grounds in a lan-
guage not understood by
the person arrested does
not fulfil the Constitutional
mandate under Article 22
of the Constitution of In-
dia,” the top court
observed.

In case of non-com-
pliance, the arrest and sub-

sequent remand would be
rendered illegal and the
person would be set free,
the court directed. The
judgment was based on a
case arising from the 2024
high-profile Mumbai hit-
and-run incident.

Justice Masih, who auth-
ored the verdict for the
Bench, underscored that
the Constitutional man-
date under Article 22(1) of
the Constitution, which
guarantees that an arrest-
ed person must be in-
formed “as soon as may
be” of the grounds of ar-
rest, was a fundamental sa-
feguard of personal liberty.

“This court is of the opi-
nion that to achieve the in-
tended objective of the
Constitutional mandate of
Article 22(1) of the Consti-
tution of India, the
grounds of arrest must be
informed to the arrested
person in each and every
case without exception
and the mode of the com-
munication of  such
grounds must be in writing
in the language he under-
stands,” the judge wrote.

Accused should get grounds of
arrest in known language: SC

RR sufed &) IHP! J1d HUIuT A
R & snyR fou o= =rfeu:
e #1d

o The Supreme Court, in a significant
verdict on Thursday, held that arrested
persons must be furnished with the
grounds of arrest in writing in a language
they understand, irrespective of the nature
of the offence or statute involved.

I $IE 3 FaR B T Heayu! fofa
Fel i PRwR aafed &) 3@t aug | om
aret WraT ¥ fafed & # iRt & smur
e fru o =1feT, 1 SIuRTY &7 UK T
Hafird o oo Wl

¢ The Bench of Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai and A.G. Masih held that the grounds
of arrest must be supplied in writing within
a reasonable time, and in any case two
hours prior to the production of the
arrestee before the Magistrate for remand
proceedings.

YRA & Yo7 rarehizr §t.3R. 768 iR
grayfd T.sf. udte 9t W A we1 e
firmR F R T Tu A SR 9wa &
MR ueH fpu oA @Ry, iR e s o
e o Afvree & arg Ruis srfarg
T 3 G Ugd IUT HRIE O A1

¢ “Mere communication of the grounds in a
language not understood by the person
arrested does not fulfil the Constitutional
mandate under Article 22 of the
Constitution of India,” the top court
observed.

o 3rerad A o, “RREER) & smurR Ot
YT # FarH1 ford RRwR aufed Jwgt T8t

AT, U AfAUT™ & 3¢ 22 & dgd JaeT-d M & gfed T81 Hrarl”

¢ In case of non-compliance, the arrest and subsequent remand would be
rendered illegal and the person would be set free, the court directed.
3fererd = & fea fa afe 51 emewr &1 ure =) favam ., o RRwar 3k arg
! feais &t srdy g Sme SR @fe &t fegt fasar s

e The judgment was based on a case arising from the 2024 high-profile Mumbai hit-
and-run incident.

g5 o 2024 & FTS-MBISH a3 ffe-USI A ¥ 307 U6 dhgH TR TuTRa
Tl

e Justice Masih, who authored the verdict for the Bench, underscored that the
Constitutional mandate under Article 22(1) of the Constitution, which guarantees

that an arrested person must be informed “as soon as may be” of the grounds
of arrest, was a fundamental safeguard of personal liberty.

Tftg, fSreiR s g o ferar, 3 e Yaifed fovar i wiau & srqede
ded SaurfAe 3mewr, o 98 YRfyd o=l ¢ & ARwR aafed &t «Rraeit

22(1)

Page2 6

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

CONTACT: 9971932488

el 81 9 RN & YR SaT¢ WY, sufeiTa Wad=rdT BT TP Mids e
AU 5|

e “This court is of the opinion that to achieve the intended objective of the
Constitutional mandate of Article 22(1) of the Constitution of India, the grounds
of arrest must be informed to the arrested person in each and every case
without exception and the mode of the communication of such grounds must
be in writing in the language he understands,” the judge wrote.

gyt A ferar, a8 ATy &1 7d § [ URda wfaus & orgee 22(1)
HauT=e I $! U 1 & e, g2 arga J faar fapeht sruare & fiRwR
e B RN & SR 1T S AT, 3R T SR} &1 YR fafad Fu d
3R ISP FHH A M et WreT H T S =nee

Governance

07/11/2025

CAG plans to create
two new cadres for
more centralisation

NEW DELHI

The Comptroller and Audi-
tor-General (CAG) of India
has granted in-principle
approval for the creation of
two new specialised cadres
for more centralisation.

These cadres are within
its Indian Audit and Ac-
counts Department, and
they will be called the Cen-
tral Revenue Audit (CRA)
Cadre and the Central Ex-
penditure Audit (CEA)
Cadre.

Explaining the benefits
of centralisation, K. Subra-
maniam, Deputy Auditor
General (Human Resourc-
es, Industrial Relations,
Content Delivery Net-
work), said specialisation
in the cadre of the CRA and
the CEA will lead to deeper
domain expertise in reve-
nue and expenditure au-
dits.

come into effect from Ist Ja-
nuary 2026, aims to build
deeper professional exper-
tise and further improve
the quality of audit of Cen-
tral Government finances,”
according to a press state-
ment issued by CAG.

At present, the audit of
Central receipts and ex-
penditure is undertaken by
multiple offices with cadre
control dispersed across
multiple State Civil Audit
offices leading to fragmen-
tation. The new cadres will
consolidate over 4,000 au-
dit professionals out of the
total strength of the CAG at
42,000. This measure will
also help reduce depen-
dence on deployment and
manage manpower in a
more flexible manner.

Officers in both cadres
will be liable for all-India
transfers.

(With PTI inputs)

foriusrar fawfa gt

e “This reform, which will come into effect from 1st January 2026, aims to build
deeper professional expertise and further improve the quality of audit of Central
Government finances,” according to a press statement issued by CAG.

CAG plans to create two new cadres for
more centralisation

Hiesh siftre Fievo F foreg o) 7u Faif
TR B} QST 9971 38T 8

e The Comptroller and Auditor-General (CAG) of
India has granted in-principle approval for the creation
of two new specialised cadres for more
centralisation.

YR & e 3R wgraar tiie® (CAG) A e
FHEBI0T F Y gt ¢ faty "awit & e+ 3t fagiaa:
A 8

e These cadres are within its Indian Audit and
Accounts Department, and they will be called the
Central Revenue Audit (CRA) Cadre and the Central
Expenditure Audit (CEA) Cadre.

Y YR HRATT AT 3R G =TedT fIUnT & Sicia giit
3R 5% Tga A=y 3ifSe (CRA) Hatt auT Head
TRIUTSR 3Hif$e (CEA) Tavl Hel S|

o Explaining the benefits of centralisation, K.
Subramaniam, Deputy Auditor General (Human
Resources, Industrial Relations, Content Delivery
Network), said specialisation in the cadre of the CRA
and the CEA will lead to deeper domain expertise in
revenue and expenditure audits.

& ATHT B GUATA §U, S HETAET Wieid
&. IUUgH (WG TA1YH, ey, dce
feeftadt Acad) A Fe11F CRA 3R CEA Tawii &
fartusrar  3roRa SR =09 dwar udhan d ed
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CAG maﬁh%ﬁ%&gﬂ “0 WA 2026 T THTAT B aTell I8 YUR e
IR fa=tusrar faeRia =1 ok $g WeR & faa $t aar when Bt o 7
3R GUR 11 &7 78T ITaAT & 17

At present, the audit of Central receipts and expenditure is undertaken by
multiple offices with cadre control dispersed across multiple State Civil Audit
offices, leading to fragmentation.

I, P TRieY iR o Pt AT e o wrafaal gRT B T 8, R
Tt Forearor fafirs wrea Rl aiffde wratedt & R 2, s @ a2

The new cadres will consolidate over 4,000 audit professionals out of the total
strength of the CAG at 42,000.

U TaTl CAG B B 42,000 BTG 98w & 4 4,000 ¥ Sifre S Then
U=aRl B Twipd HI|

e This measure will also help reduce dependence on deployment and manage
manpower in a more flexible manner.

Yg haH

1 A ft 7eg B
e Officers in both cadres will be liable for all-India transfers.

S Hat & SfYer Sifad UG R & e IR it

AT R FAHRAT $H B4 3R AT G919 31 ifUS TS < | yeeT

International Relations

07/11/2025

As the next phase of SIR rolls on, the case of Assam

S II: Elections |

ith the Election Commission of India
w (ECD in the midst of a new phase of

the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
across multiple States, after its Bihar pilot project,
the key allegation that the Opposition has levelled
against the ECI has been that the poll body seeks
to conduct a “backdoor NRC” — a reference to the
National Register of Citizens (NRC) that was
prepared in Assam and demanded in other States
as well by certain groups.

In a press conference on October 27, the ECI
had clarified that the second phase of the
nationwide SIR would not extend to Assam,
which would be going to the polls next year. The
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) said that
while the Citizenship Act, 1955, makes separate
provisions for Assam, the citizenship
ascertainment under the Supreme Court of
India’s monitoring is “about to be completed” - a
claim which needs to be contextualised and that
gives rise to a fundamental question about the
ECI's jurisdiction.

Issue of jurisdiction

It does not require any reiteration to state that
one of the key criticisms of the Bihar SIR was the
ECI asking for proof of citizenship on the basis of
limited documents for anyone who was not on
the electoral rolls in 2003. This is so because the
ECI's own guidelines require anyone whose
citizenship is found to be doubtful to be referred
to the competent authority under the Citizenship
Act.

In the Assam exception and its subtle
explanation, however, the ECI has swept the
biggest doubts under the carpet on its
Jjurisdiction in ascertaining citizenship, as
conducting any such exercise in Assam would
have presented a novel legal hurdle — that of the
NRC already prepared in Assam under the
constant monitoring by the Court and, ultimately,
the legal necessity to put the residents of the
State through another rigorous exercise regarding
their citizenship despite not being the
empowered autherity under the Citizenship Act.

Why the CEC's explanation that the citizenship

A
Fuzail Ahmad
Ayyubi
isan
Advocate-on-Record

before the Supreme
Court of India

By skipping
Assam for
Special Intensive
Revision, the
Election
Commission of
India
conveniently
avoids questions
as to its
Jjurisdiction as a
citizenship
verification
authority

ascertainment for Assam is about to be
completed is a smokescreen is because the NRC
in Assam had already been prepared under the
Supreme Court’s monitoring over five years ago.
On August 31, 2019, the Office of the State
Co-Ordinator, NRC, Assam issued a press release
titled “Publication of Final NRC on 31st August,
2019”, thereby notifying that the process of
updating the NRC in Assam had concluded. This
was a watershed moment for Assam and India,
making Assam the only State after Independence
to have conducted, and concluded, an exercise
on such a large scale and under the monitoring of
the top court of the land.

According to the State Coordinator’s press
release, a total of 3.30 crore people had applied
through 68.38 lakh applications. After years of
deliberation and consultation with the
stakeholders, a meticulous legal architecture was
developed to scrutiny and verify citizenship
documents. The gigantic exercise was carried out
with the involvement of nearly 52,000 State
officials and under the constant monitoring and
supervision of the Court. The exercise concluded
with 3,11,21,004 people found eligible for
inclusion in the final NRC, while 19,06,657 people
were excluded. This massive exercise was
conducted at the cost of over 1,600 crore.

If the NRC is allowed to stand, as it
constitutionally and legally should, the ECI must
focus on its primary role of conducting free and
fair elections, and not assume the mantle of a
parallel citizenship tribunal. Assam already
carries the burden of being the only State where a
full-scale citizenship verification has been
conducted under the Supreme Court’s watch,
and its residents deserve to be spared from
another round of uncertainty and bureaucratic
scrutiny. Anything less would have the possibility
of unsettling the fragile social fabric and
diminishing trust in India’s institutions.

Section 6A, a unique regime for Assam

In the background of the NRC was a key issue
central to the debate on citizenship in Assam —
Section 6A of the Citizenship Act, 1955.

As the next phase of SIR rolls on, the case of Assam
WSIRWWTWWWW%,WWW

Introduced in 1985 as part of the Assam Accord,
this provision created a distinet legal regime of
citizenship applicable only to Assam, prescribing
cut-off dates for the detection and deportation of
foreigners that was different from the rest of the
country.

In October 2024, a five-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court in In Re: Section 6A of the
Citizenship Act, 1955, upheld the constitutional
validity of Section 6A, reaffirming the framework
as a special measure for Assam and stressing its
compatibility with the preambular value of
fraternity. This judgment reinforced the idea that
Assam’s citizenship question cannot be
approached in the same way as other States, and
that its historical, political, and legal uniqueness
must be preserved and respected.

In perspective

Unlike other States, the legal issues settled and
unsettled with regard to citizenship and
migration have been unique in Assam for at least
the past half a century. Judgment after judgment
with regard to the legal position of citizenship in
Assam reinforces this uniqueness. Thus, any
attempt by the ECI to conduct an SIR in Assam on
the same path of an inquiry on citizenship,
despite the peculiar legal landscape, would
require it to negotiate the curves carefully.

One may also argue that if the NRC-Assam has
already been prepared, what stops the ECI from
using that data and completing the exercise in
Assam reasonably sooner than in other States?

‘What is also remarkable is that in the NRC,
‘Assam was not prepared to meet an election
deadline; it was finalised after wide and inclusive
consultations with all stakeholders in the State.
The NRC’s culmination, therefore, on August 31,
2019, was through a wide consultative process,
monitored at every stage by a special Bench of
the Supreme Court. It would certainly be difficult
for the ECI to ignore that exercise and the
likelihood of people included in the NRC, finding
themselves excluded from voters’ lists, which
would place the ECI in an uncomfortable
position.

Special Intensive Revision (SIR) and Allegations of “Backdoor NRC”

WY g fig e (SIR) 3R “dFeiR THARHY” & 3R
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With the Election Commission of India (ECI) in the midst of a new phase of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) across multiple States, after its Bihar pilot project, the key
allegation that the Opposition has levelled against the ECI has been that the poll body seeks
to conduct a “backdoor NRC” — a reference to the National Register of Citizens (NRC)
that was prepared in Assam and demanded in other States as well by certain groups.

YR fFare AT (ECH) ada & Were g Ra i (SIR) & T R A 8, o s o4l A
I 8T § 3R fAgR urade Wisiee & a18 = gon 71 fauer 3 ST W U8 Wi 3RIY & §
f I8 “dPSR TAANRHD AR H1 AT6dl ¢ — S 3 FH H d9R Py ¢ I Aniie
IFORER (NRC) FT TgH 7 3R O 5@ Tag! 7 o It | off an o= &t AR bt ot
In a press conference on October 27, the ECI had clarified that the second phase of the
nationwide SIR would not extend to Assam, which would be going to the polls next year.

27 JAEER B U U H13hd T ECI A W fosar o SRraamdl SIR BT g2RT =RU1 3RIH dh gl
T QT Fifds dgt FTd o gAId g ¢ |
The Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) said that while the Citizenship Act, 1955, makes
separate provisions for Assam, the citizenship ascertainment under the Supreme Court of
India’s monitoring is “about to be completed” — a claim which needs to be contextualised
and that gives rise to a fundamental question about the ECI’s jurisdiction.

3= fate 3mgad (CEC) A Fal i gaft Amiieepan siftf=a, 1955 3\ & g srem
AU Rl 8, TR qared <arared &1 R & g 38 Amiear Hufor ufsar ey
Iﬁ@ﬁm%ﬂ%”—%amﬁa&hmwm%uaﬂ%%ml%aﬁw&hwwﬁm
Uy IS5

Issue of Jurisdiction

SHUBR & BT qeT

It does not require any reiteration to state that one of the key criticisms of the Bihar SIR was
the ECI asking for proof of citizenship on the basis of limited documents for anyone who
was not on the electoral rolls in 2003.

T8 I BT TS 81 & [ fIgR SIR 3 7 srafiereit & 9 v g ft fs EC1 A 37
TR & ARTRAT & YHI0T A S 2003 61 Adgdl 941 | Ta! 41

This is so because the ECI’s own guidelines require anyone whose citizenship is found to
be doubtful to be referred to the competent authority under the Citizenship Act.

AT 3Ny i ECI ¥ = - & SR, e ArRedr dfery i ot 8, 3%
ARTR@ar ifUfras & qgd T&H WUB0T &1 USl S ey |

In the Assam exception and its subtle explanation, however, the ECI has swept the biggest
doubts under the carpet on its jurisdiction in ascertaining citizenship, as conducting any
such exercise in Assam would have presented a novel legal hurdle — that of the NRC
already prepared in Assam under the Supreme Court’s monitoring.

3T YT 3R IS Y& AR H, ECI 7 30 ARG ar fFulRor & iftepr 87 m 33
3Ry UeT Hdl — Fifdh 981 Ugd I gt ware =ararerd &1 ARt # NRC d9R 81 g1 ¢ |
Ultimately, there would have been a legal necessity to put the residents of the State through
another rigorous exercise regarding their citizenship, despite the ECI not being the
empowered authority under the Citizenship Act.

3fcfd: 1o & AR B 39! ARG & &t T Th 3R FHoR Ufehal I ToRAT USdl, &
ECI AR ar R & aga siftigpa wiftreor 98 21

The NRC in Assam and Its Legal Context
T H THIMRRIT 3R IqHT

Why the CEC’s explanation that the citizenship ascertainment for Assam is about to be
completed is a smokescreen is because the NRC in Assam had already been prepared
under the Supreme Court’s monitoring over five years ago.

CEC T 4% aral {& 3w ¥ Arfepdr fHeriRor “i=1 811 a1 87, T e § Fiifes oraqw &
NRC Tgd g uTg 9¥ ugd Jater <arared &1 R & dOR &1 o gat ot
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e On August 31, 2019, the Office of the State Co-Ordinator, NRC, Assam issued a press
release titled “Publication of Final NRC on 31st August, 2019”, thereby notifying that the
process of updating the NRC in Assam had concluded.

31 3R 2019 P! IeT FHTAD, NRC, ATH & HATTT = “31 3T 2019 Bl 3fdW NRC &
USRI S O U faied SIRT B, fod orad | NRC SfRIAH &t Uiohal & THI H Bt
B CEIKRIEY

e This was a watershed moment for Assam and India, making Assam the only State after
Independence to have conducted and concluded such a large-scale citizenship exercise
under the Supreme Court’s supervision.

g 319Y 3R YR I & forg e RfagTiie &1 U1, S/ 39| & Wdaal & 91¢ &1 ThHE
o4 &1 e o wates =amarerd & PR & 5o 98 99 W Aniiaar ufssar 5 311

e According to the State Coordinator’s press release, a total of 3.30 crore people had
applied through 68.38 lakh applications.

IS H-ag® Dt 1 A & SruR, $d 3.30 HIAS AN A 68.38 ARG 3MTde-Al & AT
Y 3ffag fobar ol

o After years of deliberation and consultation with the stakeholders, a meticulous legal

architecture was devel&%ed to scrutinize and verify citizenship documents.

Hs Ui B [IR-fIAR 3R RauRe! @ mmf & a1, ARRSdr gEds & Sig iR g
& forg ue favqa T @i U fosar |

e The gigantic exercise was carried out with the involvement of nearly 52,000 State officials
and under the constant monitoring and superwswn of the S:ﬁi{reme Court.

T fa=ITet Ufehar &1 TRTHAT 52,000 3154 AfRBTRGT HI Tat=r =araray ot FRaR
R o gy o T

e The exercise concluded with 3,11,21,004 people found eligible for inclusion in the final NRC,
while 19,06,657 people were excluded.
9 Ufehd & 3fd A 3,11,21,004 AR 3ifdH NRC # A g1 & U UTT Y, S&idh 19,06,657
T §18R I MU

e This massive exercise was conducted at a cost of over ¥1,600 crore.

g fa=mTat ufchar 21,600 HRIS | 3w & ard R g &1 7% A

The ECI’s Role and the Way Forward
ECI @ YfAPT 3R 3T BT IRal

o If the NRC is allowed to stand, as it constitutionally and legally should, the ECI must focus on
its primary role of conducting free and fair elections, and not assume the mantle of a
parallel citizenship tribunal.

i NRC &1 dUTAd 3R FaUTHe U J A=A & 9Tl ©, af ECI &1 319+ Y37 §Iiied —
WA 3R AT IATd HIA — R & Hiad HRA1 AT 3R W &) FHHTGR ANTRGr
wfﬁwwaﬁl@wﬁé‘rﬁ%rr%m

o Assam already carries the burden of being the only State where a full-scale citizenship
verification has been conducted under the Supreme Court’s watch, and its residents
deserve to be spared from another round of uncertainty and bureaucratic scrutiny.

3 FH Ugd ¥ 51 39 UHHT o4 P 9131 95 IR 1 & olg| Hared qrred &t AR & gof
AR TATY=T o T T, 3IR 39% ARl & U ¢k SR @t siffiaer 3R =g
ST 9§ o 3@ ST 18T
¢ Anything less would have the possibility of unsettling the fragile social fabric and
diminishing trust in India’s institutions.

TN 9 TR WR S B AT ATHTITS TehdT SRR 8 Tohel! & 3R HRE B1 TRITSHT U= Sl
BT U1 U€ IHar g

Section 6A: A Unique Regime for Assam
URT 6A: 3H & forg uw Ay soawar

¢ In the background of the NRC was a key issue central to the debate on citizenship in Assam
— Section 6A of the Citizenship Act, 1955.
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P AR IR (NRC) &1 gFHH H Sr® H ARTRS AT R 989 B U T Tl
ARG SfUfad, 1955 P URT 6A |
Introduced in 1985 as part of the Assam Accord, this provision created a distinct legal
regime of citizenship applicable only to Assam, prescribing cut-off dates for the detection
and deportation of foreigners that was different from the rest of the country.

T4 1985 T 3RTH WU & T & ©U T U {51 71 7| S had MW & fog ArTRadT
DI TP T BT AT 573, o fae=ft Arient @ ug= 3R et & fog we-3ifw
fafrat Fefia ot 72, S 3w & o fowt & o off|
In October 2024, a five-judge Bench of the Supreme Court in In Re: Section 6A of the
Citizenship Act, 1955, upheld the constitutional validity of Section 6A, reaffirming the
framework as a special measure for Assam and stressing its compatibility with the
preambular value of fraternity.

JFEaT 2024 H, i PId o yrg-amardi=n @t §s 7 In Re: Section 6A of the Citizenship
Act, 1955 HATAT H YTRT 6A BT HAUTEH de€T BT RAIR 41, 34 399 F g o famiw
WIaHT & %9 § O: gfY o, oiR 3 wiaemT &t uwara-n & fAfga dya & gea & sy
qdr™T|
This judgment reinforced the idea that Assam’s citizenship question cannot be approached
in the same way as other States, and that its historical, political, and legal uniqueness
must be preserved and respected.

2 i 3 39 f9aR &1 3R Hored far [ sraw ® ATTRar BT 9y 37 o4l &1 aRg el
%@F%&ﬁ?sﬂaﬁm IS SR ST fafRrear & Wxfé SR s =a
ST |

In Perspective

ufeded o

Unlike other States, the legal issues settled and unsettled with regard to citizenship and
migration have been unique in Assam for at least the past half a century.

3 4! & Ui, AT par SR wara @ Tefrd ST ge, e varg auf @ o9 A
Mg <@ §

Judgment after judgment with regard to the legal position of citizenship in Assam reinforces
this uniqueness.

I FH A ARIREar &t ST R T Taifda ter & a1e vep Fvfg < fafdwdr &1 gp ava 81
Thus, any attempt by the Election Commission of India (ECI) to conduct a Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) in Assam on the same path of an inquiry on citizenship, despite the
peculiar legal landscape, would require it to negotiate the curves carefully.

3fae, afe YR ATd 3RIRT (ECI) 399 H fa=iw 8+ G141 (SIR) &I AFRadr ofid &
T YR TR HRA BT YN Rl 6, al 39 30 &1 fafRiy S uiifRufa & o & T@d gu
g YT & 3T §g-1 R |

One may also argue that if the NRC-Assam has already been prepared, what stops the ECI
from using that data and completing the exercise in Assam reasonably sooner than in other
States?

Tg W F5T S Webdl & % (S SRFH BT NRC UG &1 IR 51 I &, dl IAT SHTANT 39 ST BT
SUTNT B S GH H g UlchaT =9 Iedl b1 o1 | Sed] G 1 g1 B Jbdll?

What is also remarkable is that in the NRC, Assam was not prepared to meet an election
deadline; it was finalised after wide and inclusive consultations with all stakeholders in the
State.

Iearaa ag ot § fs NRC 1 ufesan forht grdt wwr S &1 @7 o & fore 7ei a6t 718 ot
S I8 o & Wt fRAURS! & A1y =arueh 3R FHART WRTERl & 915 $ifdd $0 4 R 3

Ts |

The NRC'’s culmination, therefore, on August 31, 2019, was through a wide consultative
process, monitored at every stage by a special Bench of the Supreme Court.

ST, 31 3RRA 2019 P NRC BT 3ifal USRI U faveqa wRrw=t ufehar o ey 9 gan
o1, foret AR 8% R0 & Jie +1d 3t fagiv dte gr1 &t 7% ot
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It would certainly be difficult for the ECI to ignore that exercise and the likelihood of people
included in the NRC finding themselves excluded from voters’ lists, which would place the

ECI in an uncomfortable position.

TG SATART & AU I Ui DI TR IG BT Did g1, [aRIveR afg NRC & =mmire @Rt
ggmﬁ;sﬂﬁwmaﬁ? ol g R gATa START ) U srgfaeTee fRufa & S1a

Why the nomination process needs reform

The Representation of the People Act (RP), 1951

s that only qualified candidates can contest an election. However, the process of verifying said qualifications has

accumulated complexity over the years, with too much imj

LETTER & SPIRIT

Kannan Gopinathan

young woman from Dadra and
Nagar Haveli called last week
about the recent municipal

council elections. This is a
district in which I once served as
Collector and Returning Officer. Her
father’s nomination for municipal
councillor had been rejected with no
hearing or chance at verification. She
asked, “Sir, is this how elections work?”
‘The honest answer is yes. And that is the
problem.

One often hears about how
nominations of candidates contesting
elections are rejected over technicalities
without any chance for clarification.
However, the fact of that matter is that
such rejections are lawful. The most
undemocratic part of India’s electoral
process occurs before a single vote is cast
- at the stage of nomination scrutiny.

‘The politics of procedure

India’s electoral nomination process vests
extraordinary discretion in a single official
~ the Returning Officer (RO). The
Representation of the People Act (RP),
1951, particularly Sections 33 to 36, and
the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961,
govern the nomination process. Section
36 authorises the RO to scrutinise
nominations and reject those deemed
invalid. The RO's power under Section
36(2) to conduct a “summary inquiry”

and to reject nominations for "defem ofa

rtance being laid on procedural technicalities than actual ‘defects of a substantial character

Gruelling rules: RJD candidate from the Saran constituency, Rohini Acharya, files her nomination papers for the Lok Sabha elections, in April 2024. ani

lies but fills all columns stays on the
ballot, and one who makes a good-faith
error can be rejected. The system now

potential where
delay can eliminate a candidacy.
These procedures, once designed as

ial character” i
wide, and largely un-reviewable before
polling, since Article 329 (b) bars courts
from interfering mid-election. The law
says no nomination should be rejected for
defects not of a substantial character. But
there are no written guidelines on what is
substantial. And the only remedy to
protest it is an election petition after the
polls, when the damage is irreversible. In
a democracy, this absolutism dressed in
legal language has the potential to
become a tool of political exclusion.

In Bihar this year, a Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) candidate’s nomination was
rejected for leaving some fields blan.k
Last year in Surat, O i

punishes i more
harshly than dishonest ones.

A missing signature, a mismatched
electoral number, a form filed at 3:05 PM
instead of 3:00 PM, a blank column in an
affidavit, a delayed oath, a missing
no-dues certificate - any of these can end
a candidacy. The burden of proof thus lies
entirely on the citizen seeking to exercise
a legal right, and not on the official
denying it. This is constitutionally
backwards. The right to be voted for is the
necessary twin of the right to vote.
Without candidates to choose from, the
ballot is ritual without substance. The first
principle must be that every qualified
citizen has a ive right to contest.

were eliminated after proposers demed
signatures, delivering a Lok Sabha seat
unopposed. In the 2019 elections in
Varanasi, decorated BSF jawan Tej
Bahadur Yadav was rejected because he
could not obtain an Election Commission
certificate overnight. In Birbhum, former
IPS officer Debasish Dhar was kept off the
ballot when his no-dues certificate from
the government was delayed. Yet, there is
no publicly available consolidated dataset
on rejection grounds, patterns, or
party-wise breakdowns. This opacity
shields the weaponisation of procedure.

Procedural traps

Section 36 of the RP Act mandates that

only qualified candidates can contest.

However, the process of verifying
ification has

over the years. Well-intended judicial
interventions have paradoxically
worsened the problem. Supreme Court
directions mandating detailed affidavits
on assets, liabilities, and criminal cases
were meant to ensure transpamw:y yet

That right can be denied only when the
RO establishes, with clear evidence, a
substantive constitutional or statutory
disqualification. Technical paperwork
errors cannot be a reason for
disqualification.
Some of the common pnx:u!uml
ities on which are

have turned into potential

opportunities for delay and manipulation.
Here, bureaucratic compliance is being

rewarded over democratic legitimacy.

Facilitation, not filtration
Other democracies show a different
approach. In the UK., ROs help
candidates fix errors before deadlines.
Canada mandates a 48-hour correction
period. Germany requires written notice
of problems, time to remedy them, and
multiple appeal layers. Australia
encourages early submission to allow
corrections. The common idea being that
officials are facilitators, not sentinels.
India also has a checklist system. The
RO Handbook instructs ROs to point out
defects at the time of filing and record
them in a checklist. But this checklist has
1o legal standing. The Handbook itself
clarifies that the checklist “will not
prevent the Returning Officer from
pomung out other defects, if any,
later during scrutiny.” A

rejected include:

The oath trap: Every candidate must
take an oath before a specified authority
after filing nomination but before
scrutiny. If its too early, it's invalid, and if
too late, the nomination is rejected.
Moreover, if it is not before the specified
authority, your form is again bound to be
rejected.

The notarisation trap: Every Form 26
affidavit (an affidavit which needs to be
filed by the candidate along with
nomination papers) must be notarised by
a specified authority. Not having done so
can result in rejection of the nomination.

The certificate trap: Along with
nomination papers, the candidate is liable
to submit no-dues certificates from

each new di added bodies, electricity boards, or
another opportunity for technical other government departments;
rejection. For example, in Resurgence clearance certificates from the Election
India versus Election C (2013), Ce ission for servants;
the Supreme Court held that false and various other bureaucratic

declarations lead to prosecution but don't
invalidate nominations, only incomplete
ones do. This means that a candidate who

attestations, each of them a veto point
when it comes to the time of scrutiny.
Thus, each issuing office becomes a

nomination can be marked defect-free at
filing, yet rejected at scrutiny for defects
the RO discovers later. The candidate has
no right to rely on the checklist, and the
RO faces no legal obligation to honour it.
The checklist thus remains as an illusion
of transparency without offering any real
protection to the candidate.

The RO’s role must shift from
discretion to duty. When a deficiency
exists, the RO must issue a detailed
written notice specifying the exact error,
the legal provision violated, and the
correction needed. Candidates must get a
guaranteed 48-hour window to fix it after
receiving this notice.

The law must thus classify deficiencies
into three categories: (1) technical or
paperwork defects such as missing
signatures, blank affidavit columns,
clerical errors, no-dues certificates etc.
‘These cannot justify rejection; (2) matters
requiring verification of authenticity such
as disputed signatures, challenged
documents etc. These require
investigations before rejection; and (3)

i and statutory bars. These
should lead to immediate and absolute
disqualification. Moreover, every rejection
order must be reasoned. The RO must
specify which exact requirement was not
met, which provision of law was violated,
what evidence supports the finding, and
why the defect is substantial enough to
Justify rejection.

A digital solution

The Election Commission of India (EC)
can build a nomination system that is
digital-by-default; one that doesn’t
depend on excessive paperwork. This is
not to argue for a digital-only framework,
but a digital-by-default framework that
can eliminate disqualifications based on
blank columns and misspelt names or
typos. The entire nomination process
could move to an integrated online portal
linked with the electoral roll. The system
could automatically validate voter ID, age,
and constituency details. Oath, affidavit
submission, proposer verification, and
deposit payment could all be digital.
Moreover, every nomination’s progress
such as when it was filed, verified,
deficiency notified, corrected, accepted
or rejected, should be visible on a public
dashboard with timestamps and reasons.

Upholding democracy

When a nomination is rejected arbitrarily,
two rights are violated: the candidate’s
right to contest and the voters’ right to
choose. The world's largest democracy
deserves a nomination process that is
modern, fair, and inclusive, where the
burden of proof is on the state to justify
exclusion, not on citizens to prove their
right to participate.

The EC should work towards a
citizen-friendly nomination process that
would end the bureaucratic red tape
around disqualifications for blank
columns, wrong payment modes,
misplaced signatures, misspelt names and
typos, no dues certificates or a delayed
oath. It should work towards a simplified
process that removes the possibility of
using procedure as politics.

Kannan Gopinathan is a former IAS
officer who is now part of the Congress.

THE GIST

v

India's electoral nomination
process vests extraordinary
discretion in a single official —
the Returning Officer (RO).

v

In Resurgence India versus
Election Commission, the
Supreme Court held that false
declarations lead to
prosecution but don't
invalidate nominations, only
incomplete ones do. This
means that a candidate who
lies but fills all columns stays
on the ballot, and one who
makes a good-faith error can
be rejected.

v

When a nomination is rejected
arbitrarily, two rights are
violated: the candidate’s right
to contest and the voters' right
to choose.

Why the nomination process needs reform

ATHIG UfhdT § GUR &1 axaddl i &

Politics of Procedure in India’s Electoral Nomination Process

URd & fafe= amie ufssar A ufsrar ) I
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¢ A young woman from Dadra and Nagar Haveli called last week about the recent municipal
council elections.
TG 3R TR gaelt &1 U gt e A fod Jwirs 81 € gu TR uRwg gl & ar o
pid foba

e This is a district in which | once served as Collector and Returning Officer.
I g forer § oiet A g dader ok Reff aftrerd & wu & srRka )

e Her father's nomination for municipal councillor had been rejected with no hearing or
chance at verification.

Id a1 &1 R uTde g & 1w Aries fomT fodl Tam a1 Tmq & SawR & RS B
e T |

e She asked, “Sir, is this how elections work?” The honest answer is yes. And that is the
problem.

I IR, TR, o1 19 T & 810 §2” — SHFER IR U1 gl 3R T 3rgel gwn 31

Nomination Rejections and Lawful Technicalities
ATHIGA

¢ One often hears about how nominations of candidates are rejected over technicalities
without any chance for clarification.
SRR g AT S & [ IHGAR] & AT b=t BN I o1 [t THHR0 & 3awR
¥ Rdtpd o fau od §

e However, such rejections are lawful under existing law.

i, Tet srefopferat Bt U @ Ay A B

e The most undemocratic part of India’s electoral process occurs before a single vote is cast
— at the stage of nomination scrutiny.

YRT B AT Uiehal &1 Tad Satdpdii® fow T ot aie 31 oM | ugd, S ATdie
WY & =R A g g

Dlscretlonary Power of Returning Officers

i1l 3t faderdia wfea

¢ India’s electoral nomination process vests extraordinary discretion in a single official — the
Returning Officer (RO).
YRd & fAafes aieT ufthar te g et — Refsr st (RO) — &1 sETYRUr
fadeIieR Uar i o |

e The Representation of the People Act (RPA), 1951 and the Conduct of Elections Rules,
1961 govem this process, particularly Sections 33 to 36.

Ig yfshar o ufafaiftre siffeaw (RPA), 1951 3iR fafes smervr fom, 1961 gRT Tanferd
B 2, Iy U @ 4rT 33 | 36 |

e Section 36 authorises the RO to scrutinise nominations and reject those deemed invalid.
IRT 36%‘?‘[ SHTRYHRY DY AHIH BT T FHRA 3R AT UTY ST TR 3¢ SRATBR HRA Bl
SIPR |

e Under Section 36(2), the RO may conduct a “summary inquiry” and reject nominations for
“‘defects of a substantial character”.

YTRT 36(2) & ded, RO U “Hfda S (summary mquwy) TR Yol g 3R ¢ ﬂ?ﬁ"{'«"f?ﬂ'ﬂ
(defects of a substantial character)” & YR W AHHT RATBR B Al %I

e This power is extraordinarily wide and largely unreviewable before polling since Article
329(b) bars courts from intervening mid-election.

g Mo SfI® AP § 3R AdeM I Ugd IS THTET | T U § Rl g
329(b) 3METerd! ! gAId & s | §X&T B JAebal 2|

¢ Although the law states that no nomination should be rejected for defects “not of a substantial
character”, no written guidelines define what is substantial.

T BT Pl ¢ [ 5 ANl 37 “Hgayul Wy 781 @ S o THie 3RdibR el g
AT, g HIS forfra femm-fdsr 7 sard & Heaqul &1 erf g
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The only remedy is an election petition after the polls, when the damage is irreversible.
THAE SUER IUTT AdeH & dIg fHata aifaet ¢, 1d ao g1+ sraf¥ad=ta g1 g&! gt ¢

Thus, this absolutism wrapped in legal language can easily become a tool of political
exclusion.

T UHR, B HTET | forgeT quf SifeR (absolutism) ST I Ieifa® afgspR $1
Y 59 bl 7|

Examples of Nomination Rejections in Recent Elections

gIferar gATal | ArHied & IGTERl

In Bihar (2024), an RJD candidate’s nomination was rejected for leaving some fields blank.
fI8R (2024) H T® Ieie SWHIGAR &1 AHG $S HIAH TIeh B P HRUT SIHd B
fear |

In Surat (2023), Opposition candidates were eliminated after proposers denied their
signatures, resulting in a Lok Sabha seat being won unopposed

TR (2023) ¥ faueh Sufigart &I gufon ser o= foar a1 wife yRara®! = gwaier 3
IPR PR f3u1, 59 HRu dtegyr Hie faar fauer & it ws)

In Varanasi (2019), BSF jawan Tej Bahadur Yadav’s nomination was rejected for not
obtaining an Election Commission certificate overnight.

IRIVRA (2019) & STHUE SGT A TGIGR TG T AHTH- 39 HRUN 3RAHd PR far 7/
Hifd I IAIRTA AT SR BT FHTOMGS 51 o T |

In Birbhum, former IPS officer Debasish Dhar was excluded when his no-dues certificate
from the government was delayed.

TRyA 7 qd sy R =ity e &1 e e SRaidhd g3 Fifds 3T Al-
SYO THTUOA WRDHR F &R I 37|

There is no publicly available dataset on rejection grounds, regional pattems, or party-wise
breakdowns.

T SRAIPIA & HRUN, &g e a1 TAaR IR R HIg Jrdeif-e SeT Iuas Tl 2|
This opacity enables the weaponisation of procedure in India’s elections.

gg Y ydl (opacity) HRd & ﬂ:ﬂiﬁ o ufeear & (weaponisation of procedure) Cal
HqHqg

Procedural Traps

GITeT (Procedural Traps)

Section 36 of the RP Act mandates that only qualified candidates can contest. However,
the process of verifying qualification has accumulated complexity over the years.
SafafAfire SifUfSaw (RP Act) @t YRT 36 I8 3ifHard &<l € f& Had gy Swiiear &t
A1 TS b ¢ | ST, TNal G o1 ufshar auf & srafiies wifed 81 12 ]
Well-intended judicial interventions have paradoxically worsened the problem.

ARI® g, S 3/ ¢ I fohy MY A, 7 fAEsAgul 0 1 99w &1 iR a1 fean g
Supreme Court directions mandating detailed affidavits on assets, liabilities, and

criminal cases were meant to ensure transparency, yet each new disclosure requirement
added another opportunity for technical rejection.

Tufs, SeRAY 3R TRIFIS ArTel R gawm™ 1R & ot Juftw #1d & fAd=r ureRfar
A 3 & forg faw T 9, A 8= 10 A &1 2 A At SRATBId BT T 1 SR
oits fear

For example, in Resurgence India vs Election Commission (2013), the Supreme Court
held that false declarations lead to prosecution but don’t invalidate nominations, only
incomplete ones do.

JaIeRul & forg, Resurgence India WWW (2013) ﬁﬁ&ﬂ'ﬁﬂﬁfﬁﬁﬁv’@'
aﬁwmgﬁer%rf\mﬁmwwaﬂﬁ% Qe d ATHIH XE 8] IRd — had YY ATHIS ol
Kl ool |

This means that a candidate who lies but fills all columns stays on the ballot, and one who
makes a good-faith error can be rejected.
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BT AT ¢ [ off SWHIGaR FS el & AfdeT Gt Bl HRaT 8, 98 AU IR ST I8 ©,
e Sl It THad & T HaT 8, STBT AHIB IE 8 ohdl g

The system now punishes incomplete declarations more harshly than dishonest ones.

3F gore Sredt wryunaf B IFH Trwomsi ¥ Sifid HARAT A <fed IR

A missing signature, a mismatched electoral number, a form filed at 3:05 PM instead of 3:00
PM, a blank column in an affidavit, a delayed oath, a missing no-dues certificate — any of
these can end a candidacy.

TS MY §HER, HaGdT H&T § 3RAIfd, 3:00 99 & IWITg 3:05 99 grfa foar war wid,
TAHH T @Telt drad, 38 I ot 13 Uy, I1 AY-5g9 "iefbde &7 3 — S0 I BIs it
IrficaR & IRcaRt THI B Thdl g

The burden of proof thus lies entirely on the citizen seeking to exercise a legal right, and
not on the official denying it. This is constitutionally backwards.

39 UHR HI&Y BT YR T a8 BT SRIPR BT YR HA a1 AFRS R 8, 7 6 3/
PR HA aTd SRBR W | T8 P ©U A Tad ¢ |

The right to be voted for is the necessary twin of the right to vote. Without candidates to
choose from, the ballot is ritual without substance.

TS BT TYPR, T S & SARBR BT R & | STIGAR! & foHT, HAGH TH
ggﬁw IR G AT & |
The first principle must be that every qualified citizen has a presumptive right to contest.

That right can be denied only when the Returning Officer (RO) establishes, with clear
evidence, a substantive disqualification.

Ted Rigid g g1 =feT [ &% v ARTR® &1 IA1d as- &1 WA R Ui 811 78
W?@gﬁﬁmw%m%ﬁwﬁmwwww%maﬁm
ST |

Technical paperwork errors cannot be a reason for disqualification.

PITel FfeaT S BT HRUT 8] a1 AT

Common Procedural Technicalities for Rejection of Nominations
ATHIG SRATP T & ATHRT Ui AT D BRI

The Oath Trap: Every candidate must take an oath before a specified authority after filing
nomination but before scrutiny. If it’s too early, it’s invalid, and if too late, the nomination is
rejected.

MUY HT HE: TR IHGAR Bl AHIDB GIRIA B & dIG A oifg 4 ugal FHraifea wiftrerd
& AL YUY T B G| 3R Y TG Sleal ol T8 < I8 ST gl 8, 3R 3R dgd & 4 ol
TS Y ATHiP € 81 STdT g

Moreover, if it is not before the specified authority, your form is again bound to be rejected.
P S, Il Y e wiftrers & wwe 761 &t 71, O ST B R I SRAIPR 81
ST

The Notarisation Trap: Every Form 26 affidavit (filed along with nomination papers) must

be notarised by a specified authority. Not having done so can result in rejection of
nomination.

ANTHBVT BT ST TAS WBIH 26 TABHTHT (Sl ATHIG U & 1Y SIRI faan it §) &
Prerfi s g1 <iedigpa ST =11 U T R W ATHiwH Sefipd & Fobdr ¢ |
The Certificate Trap: Along with nomination papers, the candidate must submit no-dues
certificates from municipal bodies, electricity boards, or other departments; and
clearance certificates from the Election Commission for government servants.
WHTUTYS BT SITd: AHIG U3 & A1, SHIGAR & R fHorn, fasredt aist ar o faumn 3
TN-SYST THIOTUE, TUT TRBRT HHART & TT FATT STaNT | fRra™ s JHoTes -1 8 21
Each of these certificates becomes a veto point during scrutiny — any delay or refusal from
the issuing office can eliminate a candidacy.

A Tt g B © $1E o o & 9w el fig o7 Iad 8 — SN R4 ard sty
o 1t & a1 iR SEficaR &t SHfieart T R gl g

Thus, each issuing office becomes a potential chokepoint where deliberate delay can
eliminate a candidacy.
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3 UPR, TP YHIUGS SRT B dTell braierd Teb AT 3rar1ey fig (chokepoint) & ST
& STeT SFaR B TS &) & Ifiaar) GHI B off Fehdl |

These procedures, once designed as safeguards, have turned into potential opportunities
for delay and manipulation.

;mﬁ,ﬁﬁmﬁm&nt{mﬁ%wﬁwﬁnﬁ%ﬁ, 39 ¥ 3R IR b 3faWRI & 95 75
|

Here, bureaucratic compliance is being rewarded over democratic legitimacy.

I51 AP diAe dudl 3 a1 H AIHRIg! SJuTe P 3 Hgd a1 o W&l

Facilitation, not filtration

gfaen, 7 fo 5949 (heezm)

Other democracies show a different approach. In the U.K., ROs help candidates fix errors
before deadlines.

3 Tddl T ST eI ferd 7 1 g.3. #, Ref oifftheR (RO) SHiiGaR! o1 wwaim
3 Ugd TTafaal GURA § Aeg HRd ¢ |

Canada mandates a 48-hour correction period.

FHTST 48 ©S DI YUR Ay oY 3HAard BT ]

Germany requires written notice of problems, time to remedy them, and multiple appeal
layers.

ot & st @t fafd gEen, 9% 31e I &1 99, SR e ol BS URd 1A §
Australia encourages early submission to allow corrections.

TR GUR B 3T T F T RIS TRfa®v1 &) Mered s 2|

The common idea being that officials are facilitators, not sentinels.

I faaR Tg © & ifreTdt sl (facilitators) B1d & W8S (sentinels) &l

India also has a checklist system. The RO Handbook instructs ROs to point out defects at
the time of filing and record them in a checklist. ]
YRa ¥ Mt te awfere gomelt 81 RO g8g® Refin sifthadd &1 wsfei & v Ffeaf sam
IR 3% THfene H gl B BT AR et 7

But this checklist has no legal standing.

Qb ST ABIRE BT BIg DI YR 1 2|

The Handbook clarifies that the checklist “will not prevent the Retuming Officer from pointing
out other defects, if any, discovered later during scrutiny.”

sg® WY Hdl 8 [ I8 Adfere "Refin sifthR o1 a1 & o & gRE UTS T8 37 Ffear
g 9 gl A1

A nomination can be marked defect-free at filing, yet rejected at scrutiny for defects the RO
discovers later.

T P! BTl & THY IY-gad Tt famar S I 8, R o g & SR a1 o st
T3 Ffeal & fore sl fovar o a@ar 81

The candidate has no right to rely on the checklist, and the RO faces no legal obligation to
honour it.

IHCAR P ApeRe TR HRIGT R BT Bis HYBR Tl §, 31k RO W 5 AFA B SIS
P STeaar 81 g1

The checklist thus remains an illusion of transparency without offering any real protection to
the candidate.

T UPR, HIRE URSHRIAT BT YH &1 T84T §, Sl STHIGIR &1 HIs dRA1dd JR&f el odl|

The RO’s role must shift from discretion to duty

RO @1 YT fad® A Fedaa o1 3R RiAiafd g+ Tifse

When a deficiency exists, the RO must issue a detailed written notice specifying the exact
error, the legal provision violated, and the correction needed.

9 ®I3 B Kl |, d RO B fawga forf@a e ot &= anfee, o wdte fe,
et ST wa, 3R mava® guR [y 8
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Candidates must get a guaranteed 48-hour window to fix it after receiving this notice.
| P! T8 ANfCH U B & §IG 48 T B MREIpd Aaf <t o d1feT difds d 34
31 R b |
The law must classify deficiencies into three categories:
B B! BTl B i RN § Fifed w1 argu:
o (1) Technical or paperwork defects such as missing signatures, blank affidavit
columns, clerical errors, no-dues certificates etc. These cannot justify rejection.
(1) THHID! TT HITSH HRAT S SR BT UG, TAHAH | Wielt wiaw, e
Ffear, A-ag aféfthare a1 3 sRftpfar &1 SMUR T8 g+ =i
o (2) Matters requiring verification of authenticity such as disputed signatures,
challenged documents etc. These reqwre mvestl ations before rejection.
(2) THIOTH T Pt STid B ATaRIHar ATt faanfad gwaTer a1 gl
ASIEST ﬁmﬁmmﬁmm%l
o (3) Constitutional and statutory bars. These should lead to immediate and
absolute disqualification.
(3) Haen~e 3R derfes e | 379 qeera iR qut srtvaar gt TR
Moreover, every rejection order must be reasoned.
YD 3], TR SFEIIPid ST BT HRUT AT AY |
The RO must specify which exact requirement was not met, which provision of law was
violated, what evidence supports the finding, and why the defect is substantial enough to
justlfy rejection.
RO & §aMT TRT fb HIH-I STaxadhdT G 181 G5, D IH-91 B WU Scaitd gofl, -
1 1&g Fshy o1 gmq FRa 8, 3R i U8 S SR & forg uafw 31

A digital solution

TS feforea

HHATYT

The Election Commission of India (EC) can build a digital-by-default nomination system
that doesn’t depend on excessive paperwork.
YRd fAafe= 3T (EC) Us feforea-aru-fEwiee Amie yumelt s Iodr & ot 3rufiie
HRTT B R 1R T30
This is not to argue for a digital-only framework, but a digital-by-default framework that can
eliminate disqualifications based on blank columns, misspelt names, or typos.
g had FSee gTd #1 aebad el B, afer e feRied.aTa-fEwiee efar 2 o @reht
P, TEd gl g1 U & STYR TR AT P GHI B Gl T
The entire nomination process could move to an integrated online portal linked with the
electoral roll.
R AR UfehaT AaeTdr THt A 9IS TSP Targ- Wed W RIFIARd & o Jabvel g |
The system could automatically validate voter ID, age, and constituency details.
éqguvn?ﬁmmw, 3w, 3R fates &7 faarur o) Warfera &0 & ganfud o gt

I
Oath, affidavit submission, proposer verification, and deposit payment could all be
digital.
RTUY, FABTHT STHT, YKATaP JedTu, 3NR ST Yrar 9uft fefred frw o1 awd €|
Moreover, every nomination’s progress — such as when it was filed, verified, deficiency
notified, corrected, accepted, or rejected — should be visible on a public dashboard with
timestamps and reasons.

YD AT, TR AHIHA DI T — O B SRR fowar T, e ge, w4t gfd g8,
%@ug;%a%??mmmw T Grdwfe STEIS U THY 3R SR afgd
|

ﬁholdm democracy
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o When a nomination is rejected arbitrarily, two rights are violated: the candidate’s right to
contest and the voters’ right to choose.
Tq forelt I B WA & & SRS b S 8, o & SifYSRI &1 Seate gidl 6
IufigaR &1 AT a8 BT AfUBR 3R Hagrarsil &1 g FT SAfReR|

e The world’s largest democracy deserves a modern, fair, and inclusive nomination process
where the burden of proof is on the state to justify exclusion, not on citizens to prove their
right to participate.

3T BT e SS1 diehaial U STYfI, —IETTa 3R qHIai A Ufsha 1 §har o
%mﬂ;mnw’raﬁamﬁm YR o9 R g, ARSI R a1 [ 9 307 UriigR! & R
|

e The EC should work towards a citizen-friendly nomination process that ends bureaucratic
red tape around disqualifications for blank columns, wrong payment modes, misplaced
signatures, misspelt names, typos, no-dues certificates, or delayed oath.

Wwwmaﬁ%mﬁWWWGﬁWW
A YITaT 91, Terd ga1eR, ad-1 gfedr, i-sg afdfpde ar facfad ray ki dwiat
zﬁu‘r% sﬂwwmﬁqﬁﬁm@wﬁmﬁﬁwaﬁl

e It should work towards a simplified process that removes the possibility of using
procedure as politics.

3 T T Uiehar &t faxm & il =1 71T S ufehan Y i & SUSR & T
JTINT B Dt GHIGAT DT THATE B

ADDIS ABABA Ethiopia’s Afa_ar region says it came under
G g R ; : attack from Tigrayan forces

Ethiopia’s Afar region says it came =RrafraT ¥ PR &7 3 BT P ST W

under attack from Tigrayan forces - fRorr aeli 3 gaar far

e Ethiopia’s Afar region reported on Wednesday
attacks by Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF),
seizing six villages and shelling civilians.

¥ PR &7 A FUIR Hi Ui fpan s
feuma diuey foraR== e (TPLF) A B8 Tidl WR Feell
P forar SR AT W Marard #t)

e The Afar administration warned that it would
“undertake its defensive duty to protect itself” if
attacks continued.

PR YRR A Aara-it &t i afe gae okt 38, A 98

k 13 til
Ethiopia’s Afar region reported on Wednesday attacks by Tigray m ?&_ﬂ @1 W ﬁ HT a; I%Iq aﬂ_{aﬁ m I
People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), seizing six villages and shelling e Tensions persist since the 2020-22 civil war that

civilians. The Afar administration warned that it would “undertake  Killed thousands.
its defensive duty to protect itself” if attacks continued. Tensions 2020 ¥ 2022 & & B¢ 8%, orgd m A Pt
persist since the 2020-22 civil war that killed thousands. AFP .;ﬁa. Eg a; I a T TR ST '§'3|T %
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WASHINGTON
Kazakhstan to announce it will join

Kazakhstan to announce it will join

Abraham Accords, says U.S. official

Trump’s nuclear test threat rlsks upendlng global test ban regime

MS

Stanly Johny

On October 29, just mi-
nutes before his meeting
with Chinese President Xi
Jinping in Busan, South Ko-
rea, U.S. President Donald
Trump said the U.S. would
“start testing our nuclear
weapons on an equal basis
with other nations”. Back
in the U.S., Mr. Trump re-
peated his claims in an in-
terview. “Russia is testing;
China is testing, but they
don’t talk about it... And
certainly North Korea has
been testing. Pakistan has
been testing.”

Mr. Trump is correct
about North Korea, which
has tested multiple nuclear
weapons in the new centu-

ry. But other nuclear pow-
ers, including the U.S., Chi-
na and Russia, have
maintained a moratorium
on weapons testing since
the 1990s. They, however,
have tested weapons that
can carry nuclear war-
heads. Mr. Trump’s an-
nouncement came imme-
diately  after  Russia
announced that it success-
fully tested a nuclear-po-
wered cruise missile (Bu-
revestnik) and an undersea
torpedo (Poseidon). Both
are designed to overcome
American missile defence
systems and can carry nu-
clear warheads. But those
were not nuclear detona-
tion tests.

The last time Russia test-
ed a nuclear weapon was
in 1990, when the Soviet
Union was still alive. The

Thursday, a senior U.S. official said, in a largely symbolic move as
the country already has ties with Israel. U.S. special envoy Steve
Witkoff earlier said that a new country would join the accords,
under which four Arab nations have normalised ties with Israel. AFp

last American nuclear
bomb test was held in 1992,
and the last Chinese test
was in 1996. In 1996, the
Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT) banned all
nuclear tests, but it never
came into force as the re-
quired number of coun-
tries did not ratify it. The
U.S. and China have signed
the treaty but never rati-
fied it. Russia had signed
and ratified |t but in 2023
amid

Deadly ion: A

with the U.S., it decided to
de-ratify it.

Debate in the U.S.

Russia remains the world’s
largest nuclear power with
an inventory of 4,309 war-
heads, according to the
Federation of American
Scientists. The U.S. comes
second with 3,700 wea-

Abraham Accords, says U.S. official

alﬁﬁaﬁarfﬁwrﬁﬁw HATET

STEH FHSNG! | WA g1 P AyuT H30

ARSI fagiy
T 41 34

cloud rises from a test blast at

the Nevada Test Site on June 24, 1957. AP

pons, while China is be-
lieved to have more than
1,000 warheads. Histori-
cally, the U.S. has carried
out the most number of
nuclear tests — 1,030 deto-
nations, followed by the
Soviet Union (715) and the
French (210). China has

conducted more than 45
nuclear tests. In total,
there have been 2,056 nu-
clear tests since “Trinity’,
the first nuclear detonation
by the U.S.

In the U.S., the debate
on whether the country
should resume nuclear

4 ®gl [ HemEwE
THAR $I ASTEH FHSIC! & MRS g1 Pt °rgon
BT, S U &I TN BTHP HeH ¢ Fifd 3T &
Ugd 9§ SORISE & Iy WY ¢ |
o U.S. special envoy Steve Witkoff earlier said that a

new country would join the accords, under which
four Arab nations have normalised ties with Israel.

w19 fdce® 3 ugd oal ol fb T
f  =fire g, S dgd 9R 8Re
390 A goRISd & Iy HaY gAY fpe gl

tests has been raging for
some time. Those who
support tests argue that it
is important to bolster the
country’s nuclear deter-
rent — tests can prove that
nuclear arsenals actually
work, and provide critical
data allowing countries to
build more powerful, com-
pact and specialised
warheads.

On November 2, U.S. Se-
cretary of Energy Chris
Wright said the U.S. would
not resume nuclear wea-
pons tests but would con-
duct “subcritical tests”. A
subcritical test uses con-
ventional explosives to
compress fissile material
(Plutonium 239), without
triggering nuclear chain
reaction or explosion. But
Mr. Trump, in another in-
terview, clearly said, “We

o Kazakhstan will announce that it is joining the
Abraham Accords on Thursday, a senior U.S.
official said, in a largely symbolic move as the country
already has ties with Israel.

T aivg Mt

are going to test nuclear
weapons like other coun-
tries do.”

Devastating effects

The 1963 Partial Test Ban
Treaty, signed by the So-
viet Union, the U.S. and the
UK., banned all nuclear
test detonations in the at-
mosphere, outer space and
underwater. Since then
most tests were conducted
underground.

Even subterranean
tests, experts say, could
cause devastating environ-
mental damages, including
total destruction of ecosys-
tems at test sites and con-
tamination of soil, air and
water. Radioactive contam-
ination could affect vast
areas for hundreds of
years.

If the U.S. starts testing

Trump’s nuclear test threat risks upending global test ban regime

THI T URHTY] UHEH0T TR $T WelRT A YD THeror ufaae awit o SRR a3
@1 S GeT H3aT § (MQB)

e On October 29, just minutes before his meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping
in Busan, South Korea, U.S. President Donald Trump said the U.S. would start
testing nuclear weapons on an equal basis with other nations.

29 TR DI, GIE0T HINAT & g |/ A=
fire uga, srifvet rgufa SiHTes gw A ol
TR BT TREI0T Y= B

Wieq & 918, it T A U WETHR H 3T 1At B SR | I UI&0T B

weapons, it could cause a
domino effect on other nu-
clear powers. There were
reports that China had
made preparations at Lop
Nur, where Mao detonated
China’s first bomb in 1964,
in case it decides to resume
testing. Russia was unam-
biguous in its reaction. “If
they begin testing, natural-
ly we will do the same,”
Russia’s Security Council
chief Sergey Shoygu said
on October 31.

If the U.S. and Russia
resume tests, China could
do the same. And if China
does it, India will come un-
der internal pressure to
start testing its weapons.
Then Pakistan may not
stand out. A new phase of
nuclear arms race would
begin, with long-term con-
sequences for humanity.

=0 REftT & garea | $©
ST 3T M DI g URHIY[

e Backin the U.S., Mr. Trump repeated his claims in an interview. “Russia is testing;
China is testing, but they don’t talk about it... And certainly North Korea has
been testing. Pakistan has been testing.”
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YT 8; 99 ot R 31 B, AP 3 39 aR & a1a 78 ... iR @ s IR
Hifear Tdteor o2 ¥eT 8 | urfhear W s w1 81

Mr. Trump is correct about North Korea, which has tested multiple nuclear
weapons in the new century.

St THI BT o JAR BT & oy F IG1 5, oo 59 It # +8 IR wRA] sRART
BT Tegor i g1

But other nuclear powers, including the U.S., China, and Russia, have maintained
a moratorium on weapons testing since the 1990s, though they have tested
weapons that can carry nuclear warheads.

QAfp 3= RHETY] Ffaaal, S ST, T 3 ¥4, 7 1990 & P | gRAR
TRI&UT UR I SIE AT ¢, BTl 361 URHTY] IRES & o H Herd ARy &1
uiemor fbar gl

Mr. Trump’s announcement came immediately after Russia announced the
successful test of a nuclear-powered cruise missile (Burevestnik) and an
undersea torpedo (Poseidon), both designed to overcome U.S. missile defence
systems and capable of carrying nuclear warheads — though they were not
nuclear detonation tests.

ot T ) GV T §RT URHTU-HaTTerd ol fRITsd (Rave -id) iR u-igedt
TRUTSt (M) & Thd URIE01 &1 UIN0N & qXd a1G 3715 | T 1 GAR SR®t
frarsa vem yonferat &1 fAfera #37 IR WA dIRes A9 & g ST W E —
gTeiites & TRHTY] faple wdieror et 3|

The last time Russia tested a nuclear weapon was in 1990, when the Soviet Union
still existed. The U.S. last tested in 1992, and China in 1996.

I 7 AW IR 1990 H WRATY] SRR FT e fovan o1, 59 Aifdad 9 sifid
H o1l afeedT 7 1992 H iR fH 7 1996  sifa wieron foram o

In 1996, the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) banned all nuclear tests, but
it never came into force as the required number of countries did not ratify it.

1996 ®, AATU® Uevr ufdee WY (CTBT) 7 T+t urmm) utemit wR ufdee awmar,
Afp 78 wuTdt T8 81 W T srravas T@m 7 3= A 39 srgEifed e

The U.S. and China have signed the treaty but never ratified it, while Russia
signed and ratified it, but de-ratified it in 2023 amid rising tensions with the U.S.

IMfYPT 3NR A T W R gwaer frw afes 31 ergmifea Y fvan, wafes
%ﬁsﬁ{%m&ﬁmﬁaﬁmm,ﬁﬁﬂzomﬁsﬁﬁw%wuaﬁm%ﬁasﬁ
&3 fean|

Debate in _the u.s.

A 9gd

Russia remains the world’s largest nuclear power with an inventory of 4,309
warheads, followed by the U.S. with 3,700 and China with over 1,000 warheads.

9 4,309 IRESH P Y T Bt HaQ TS WRHTY] R 51 §3HT €, TP dIc
AT & URT 3,700 3TR T & UIRT 1,000 I SHfUP IRBTA 5 |

Historically, the U.S. has conducted the most nuclear tests (1,030 detonations),
followed by the Soviet Union (715) and the French (210).
e w0, 3rafve 3 Tad 3ifire wRHToy THar (1,030 fRwpie) fPU g, 39
91¢ Tfaad 9 (715) 3R Wi (210) FTRIMH B
Reports suggest that China has made preparations at Lop Nur, where Mao
detonated China’s first bomb in 1964, in case it decides to resume testing.
fearel & R, 9 A wiy ¥ & dars) 91 B, wiet wrsh 7 1964 W A &1 ygen

90 fawple foran o1, d1fds afe oRier i © e o—A o1 iy foran Sme af @i

B ol G |
Russia’s Security Council chief Sergey Shoygu said on October 31, “If they begin

testing, naturally we will do the same.”
31 LR B T DI Y& URYG & WA Wi AT A HgT, “TG 9 W& L&
I g, a1 Wiyifa® w0 ¥ g9 of T Bl )
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If the U.S. and Russia resume tests, China could follow, and that could put India
under internal pressure to resume testing, followed by Pakistan, triggering a new
phase of nuclear arms race with long-term consequences for humani

t
2% SrART e T THE R S e 3, o ST aR e Y T 8, oA T
YRE R U1 [T G: YR B BT iR garg us, 5 are urferear o
THT HX FHdT 8, o Ariaan & forg dideifere ufvomay arar ar v siar
SIS &1 TR = 8T

Devastating effects

UHIq

The 1963 Partial Test Ban Treaty, signed by the Soviet Union, U.S., and U.K,,
banned all nuclear detonations in the atmosphere, outer space, and underwater
1063 T} SIS T FiEY W, B TR Wifdad W, SRR 317 e 3
TXER fbu 3, 7 argHSq, siafel 3k uri & Wwﬁmmﬁwm

T

Since then, most tests were conducted underground, but even subterranean tests
can cause devastating environmental damage, including destruction of
ecosystems and radioactive contamination of soil, air, and water for hundreds
of years.

q9 9 Sfepier oo YRR 6 T, Afth Fei da o yferTa wdteror |t qafazor o1
fammereTt aifar ugan wod €, o wifvfRufares = &1 famm=r oik fardh, gar oix urit
w‘d%‘q‘mﬁugwsr@a% S el qul a® 38 IHar gl

Those supporting tests argue that testing strengthens nuclear deterrence, proving
that arsenals work effectively and providing critical data for developing compact
and powerful warheads.

Tierur gHUS! HT dd § fob T&roT URHTY] UfeRIY Y Welgd #ed |, I8 A1fad B §
o SRAR YsR gUdt ST A dH A T, sﬁwrf\wmam@%m%s
fawRia ot F g Ageaygof e ver Fva 7

On November 2, U.S. Secretary of Energy Chris Wright said the U.S. would not
resume nuclear weapons tests but would conduct “subcritical tests”.

2 TaaR & AR SHurt Afa fopd Wge A Fe1 (& smfver wam R whemr
iR A 3= 7181 B, i Had “Ha-fpfeda uieror sl

A subcritical test uses conventional explosives to compress fissile material
(Plutonium-239) without triggering a nuclear chain reaction or explosion.
Ha-fopfeda Titeor o WWRTTd [dewied! o1 TN R fads-ra uerd
(WE-aH-239) ST Tepferd foran oirar 5, fomT u=aTY) e wfafsan ar fawwie &
T fopul

Mr. Trump, in another interview, said, “We conducted more than 45 nuclear tests. In
total, there have been 2,056 nuclear tests since ‘Trinity’, the first U.S. nuclear
detonation.”

off T A Ud 3 WIEMTHR H Fel, “TH 45 T S uary] wdiervr [ oo ffames,
fefrdt — emifvet & ugal weHIY] faepie — & 916 | 2,056 TRHTY] THar U R 1

Tests has been raging for some time

URHTY] UL

&0 IR 989 99 IHY 4@ SRt @

Those who support tests argue that it is important to bolster the country’s
nuclear deterrent — tests can prove that nuclear arsenals actually work, and
provide critical data allowing countries to build more powerful, compact and
specialised warheads.

&0 BT JHYT B aTell BT ab 7 [ 3/ Bt wRuT] ufeRiu &yt b gorgd
BT TP § — T TG HTod HR Tdhd g 19 UHIV] §RAR aRad § YHTE 8,
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3R iferep fFa=meR, B¢ iR ARy anRgs s9M & e wewyuf Se1 uem &
THd g

e On November 2, U.S. Secretary of Energy Chris Wright said the U.S. would not
resume nuclear weapons tests but would conduct “subcritical tests”.

2 o &, vt ol afua fopw wge = Ha1 & smifive wam slar wdigon
mﬁwqﬁm,mm 9-fopfema wigmor o

e A subcritical test uses conventional explosives to compress fissile material
(Plutonium 239), without triggering nuclear chain reaction or explosion.

Ha-fopfedwa witeror & A= faxpies! &1 SuanT ave fads-ia uerd
(W ran-239) &1 Tpfd fasar sman 7, fom uRaryy gjarer ufafsean ar fawwie &t
REACAY

e But Mr. Trump, in another interview, clearly said, “We are going to test nuclear
weapons like other countries do.”

QA ot T A T 39 WETHR & WF U I HT, “GH 37 SN DI g ULHIY[
AR BT TR HFRA TR 81"

Devastating effects
YHIq

www.patrioticias.in

o The 1963 Partial Test Ban Treaty, signed by the Soviet Union, the U.S., and the
U.K., banned all nuclear test detonations in the atmosphere, outer space, and
underwater.

1963 I 31 Ttgor yfoay WY, o w Aifaga T, s iR foea
BXMER fhT ¥, 7 anqHed, areT Sidiver iR od & Wiar @it wramy) favmlel w
wfady e

e Since then, most tests were conducted underground.

9 3, Siftrei=r usteror yftnra forg e €

o Even subterranean tests, experts say, could cause devastating environmental
damages, including total destruction of ecosystems at test sites and
contamination of soil, air, and water.

R 1 el & 3 YT Uteror ot TataRor Y R aifd g wa ¥,
mﬁu%ﬁwwﬁwmaamqpfﬁ?m 3R firdh, arg ok oTar T wgwuT
i B

¢ Radioactive contamination could affect vast areas for hundreds of years.
Attt uguor Awsi auf a@ fazma &= & yurfag = IHar |

o |[fthe U.S. starts testing weapons, it could cause a domino effect on other nuclear
powers.
7 3rAf¥eT TR RARY &1 udterur IR Hdar 8, O I8 3 W] Afdral )
SIRFT yuTT ST 9Hhar gl

e There were reports that China had made preparations at Lop Nur, where Mao
detonated China’s first bomb in 1964, in case it decides to resume testing.

foiel & o R, 919 A @iy ¥ & dur} o1 8, <iet wreh 7 1964 | HI &1 Ugen
TRUTY] 99 fawpie foar o1, difds afe die1 usieron fihr @ 3Re o s fAofg @, @
R HRATS B o Tb |

¢ Russia was unambiguous in its reaction. “If they begin testing, naturally we will
do the same,” Russia’s Security Council chief Sergey Shoygu said on October

31.
w9 #t yfaferar Ty R «afe 3 udenr IR Fwd €, @ w@runfas =u J g9 o T
B, T B GI&T URUG S W@ TS A A 31 Fgar B Hall
e Ifthe U.S. and Russia resume tests, China could do the same.
e 3rAf¥eT 3R = Wit iR ¥ Y= HRd &, O A off o1 R Thar 2|

¢ And if China does it, India will come under internal pressure to start testing its
weapons.

3R afe 57 T a1 8, A URA TR 30 TRHTY] U&7 fih A IR a3 BT
e gara ug!|
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¢ Then Pakistan may not stand out, leading to a new phase of nuclear arms race
with long-term consequences for humanity.
9 uTfepear 39 ST T81 Ye T, R "raar & fere S e ufvomay are
AT WRUTY] gRARY Y s &1 Ferd il

e Mr. Trump, in another interview, claimed, “We conducted more than 45 nuclear
tests. In total, there have been 2,056 nuclear tests since ‘Trinity’, the first
nuclear detonation by the U.S.”

oft TH A T 3 WETHR T Hgl, “FHA 45 | SHfUS WRATY] gdteror fve | oo
%ﬁaﬁb‘\’, AP & uga WA fawpie fefdt & a1g | 2,056 URHTY] URieor ¢
"
e |nthe U.S,, the debate on whether the country should resume nuclear tests has
been ragiqg for some time.

¥, Ig 959 {5 331 DI WA U1&101 fh | IR 1 913 a1 =1&l, Hrwt
g I 9 B

GS Paper I1I: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, &IS
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Economy

1. | Redraw welfare architecture, place a UBI in the centre

FAEGRI G¥a-T &1 §: fAftfa #3, 3k uBl &1 &g o @

S&T

First PSLV made by private firms to be unveiled in 2026, says ISRO
Chairman

?ﬁhﬂﬁﬁmﬁﬁampsw 2026 H A= fHaT ST, ST Sreqel
G|

Environment

3. | Are Al-based tools for mental health helpful or harmful?

T AP WA & T T nutRd SUSU YU & T gl RSB ?

Projected value of the recycling market due to solar power by 2047

2047 9% TR SHoit A I NAT3fFAT IR &7 AT o
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Trump turns to Al for messaging; deepfakes glorify him, attack rivals
gtq%r TR TAIR & f7T was &1 JerT fomr;
a7 ok ufasfedl w swar wva §

Sruthaw 3% ARRATHR

2025 to be among top three warmest years on record: UN

2025 39 TP gl [PT MY T FGA TH qul | A TH gIN: WY A

DM, &IS

Indian Navy commissions survey vessel INS lkshak

YRR TIGHT = Gd&uT Uid SSTAT &P o1 JMMiaa foran

Economy

07/11/2025

s India’s wealth gap stretches to levels

unseen since Independence and

technology races ahead of policy, we

find ourselves hurtling toward a
collision of crises, job-shedding automation, gig
economy precarity, climate-driven displacement
and a mental health time bomb fed by chronic
insecurity. At this moment, ideas such as
universal basic income (UBI), once dismissed as
utopian, deserve a fresh, pragmatic look. A UBI
can cushion mass unemployment, restoring
consumer demand when machines outnumber
workers, rewarding unpaid care that props up the
formal economy, and rebuilding a social contract
frayed by pandemics and capitalism alike. In
India, where welfare systems are often plagued
by inefficiencies, exclusions and complex
eligibility filters, a UBI offers a radical yet simple
proposition: a periodic, unconditional cash
transfer to every citizen, irrespective of income or
employment status. Re-examining it is no longer
an acadermc indulgence. It i is an urgent policy

By ity, and

*lmpllﬂ(y into its design, a UBI challenges us to
rethink what a welfare state ought t provide in
the 2ist century.

Universality is the primary strength of a UBIL.
Where Bismarckian and Beveridgean models peg
security to past employment or bureaucratic
proof of hardship, a UBI anchors it in citizenship
alone, transforming social protection into a
streamlined, rights-based pipeline that is resilient
to automation shocks, climate emergencies and
the i ble labour of care. It bypasses the
administrative complexities of targeted welfare
and removes the stigma associated with
poverty-based entitlements. It aims to create a
basic floor of income security for all, ensuring
that no one is left behind due to bureaucratic
lapses or conditional access.

The argument for a UBI in India

India’s current welfare landscape, though
expansive, remains fragmented and uneven.
Schemes suffer from leakage, duplication, and
exclusion. A UBI offers a way to streamline
welfare delivery, particularly as digital
infrastructure, such as Aadhaar and Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) platforms, matures. But
the argument for a UBI is not just administrative;
it is fundamentally moral and economic.

The macro numbers flatter us. Earlier this
year, the Press Information Bureau (PIB) claimed
that India ranks fourth globally in income
equality, citing the consumption-based Gini
index. However, this measure focuses on
household expenditure, not income or wealth,
and thus masks the true extent of economic
inequality. According to the World Inequality
Database, India’s wealth inequality Gini stood at
75 in 2023. The top 1% of the population owns
40% of the national wealth, while the top 10%
controls nearly 77%. These figures suggest a level
of concentration unseen since colonial times.

At the same time, India’s GDP growth - 8.4% in
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In today's
crisis-ridden
world, ideas
such as a
universal basic
income (UBD)
are an urgent
policy need

2023-24 - has failed to translate into broad-based
prosperity. Nobel laureate Joseph Stiglitz has long
argued that GDP, while measuring economic
output, does not account for the quality of life,
environmental sustainability or equity. This
disconnect is underscared by India’s ranking of
126 out of 137 countries in the 2023 World
Happiness Report — behind Nepal, Bangladesh,
and Pakistan. GDP-centric narratives obscure
rising precarity, job insecurity and social stress.

A modest, unconditional deposit, landing in
every Jan Dhan account without forms or favours,
means that a gig-worker can buy vegetables even
when the app is quiet and a rickshaw driver's
child can start the school term with new shoes.
S0, a UBI chips away at extreme concentration,
reduces the lure of one-off freebies, and anchors
growth in every kitchen rather than just in
quarterly spreadsheets.

Pilot studies within India, including the Self
Employed Women's Association (
initiative in Madhya Pradesh (2011-13), found that
UBI recipients experienced better nutrition,
increased school attendance, and higher
earnings. International trials in Finland, Kenya
and Iran showed similar results, with improved
mental health and food security, without
reducing willingness to work

Automation and artificial intelligence add
urgency to the case for a UBL According toa
McKinsey Global Institute report, up to 800
million jobs worldwide could be displaced
2030 due to automation. India’s semi-skilled and
informal workforce is especially vulnerable. A
UBI can provide a buffer during this tran:
allowing time for upskilling and repositioning in
the labour market.

It will rework the citizen-state relationship
The philosophical case for a UBI is equally
compelling. For decades, the relationship
between the citizen and the state has been largely
transactional, defined by market participation
and economic contribution. A UBI offers a
structural antidote to the very populist,
consumer-as-voter politics Shruti Kapila critiques.
It removes the political incentive to dangle ad hoc
freebies, free power here, a loan-waiver there,
that parties deploy to manufacture short-term
allegiance. When income security is decoupled
from partisan Iargm voters are less hostage to
transactional giveaways and more empowered to

judge governments on systemic outcomes:
qualny of schools, rule of law, and ecological
stewardship. In this sense, a UBI shifts the
relationship from consumerism (*Vote me in, get
subsidised units of electricity”) back to
citizenship (“You already possess a basic
economic right; now demand good governance”).
It replaces the politics of paternal patronage with
a rights-based social contract, undercutting
populist schemes that thrive on scarcity, targeted
subsidies and moral grandstanding.

Worries that a basic income cheque would

make everyday prices explode do not match how

Redraw welfare architecture, place a UBI in the centre

people live where such cheques already exist. Big
inflations, Weimar and Zimbabwe happened
when factories shut and debts were owed in
foreign money, not because ordinary people got a
little extra spending money. Fund a UBI
responsibly, keep the shelves stocked, and it
becomes a cushion against hardship, not a spark
for price hikes. Rather than dismiss a UBl as
fiscally unviable or politically risky, we must
engage with it seriously, as a tool to reduce
poverty, mitigate inequality, and strengthen
democratic citizenship.

It is important to recognise that a UBl is nota
panacea. It will not by itself create jobs, fix public
health systems or transform education outcomes.
But it can serve as a base — providi
level of economic security upon which
individuals can build lives of agency and
aspiration. It also recognises and supports unpaid
labour, especially the care work undertaken
predominantly by women, which remains
invisible in traditional economic metrics. A UBI is
not about promoting dependency; it is about
expanding opportunity.

Some issues such as funding

Despite its promise, a UBI raises legitimate
concerns. A minimal UBI of 7,620 a person a
year — equmuem to lhe poverty line — would cost

initiative would require either raising taxes,
rationalising subsidies, or increasing borrowing,
each of which has its economic implications.
Moreover, a UBI's universality could dilute its
redistributive intent by allocating resources to
affluent sections alongside the poor.

A practical way forward would be to introduce
a UBI in phases. Vulnerable groups - women, the
elderly, persons with disabilities and low-income
workers — could be prioritised. This targeted
rollout would allow for evaluation and
mfrastmc[u.re building before full-scale

ion. A UBI could also ¢
rather than replace, essential schemes such as
the Public Distribution System and the Mahatma
‘Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act , particularly in the early stages.

Another key challenge is technological access.
‘While Aadhaar and Jan Dhan have expanded
financial inclusion, gaps remain in digital literacy,
‘mobile access and bank connectivity particularly
in tribal, remote, and underserved areas. These
gaps must be closed to prevent exclusion from a
scheme intended to be universal.

As the Indian state seeks to modernise its
welfare architecture, a UBI deserves a central
place in the conversation. History suggests that
India will revisit the question sooner than we
think. The calculus is no longer ‘Can we afford
UBIZ* but ‘Can we afford the democratic cost of

‘mass insecurity’? Universality, not means-testing, _

is the architecture fit for a 21st-century welfare
state.

The views expressed are personal

Redraw welfare architecture, place a UBI in the centre (MQB)
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Universal Basic Income (UBI): A New Social Contract for India

i ga 3ma: URd & fore ue 7 qrnfore srgay

¢ As India’s wealth gap stretches to levels unseen since Independence and technology races
ahead of policy, we find ourselves hurtling toward a collision of crises — job-shedding
automation, gig economy precarity, climate-driven displacement, and a mental health
time bomb fed by chronic insecurity.
TSI HR Y & SHTET WAl & S8 & SYIYd Wi b Ugd gt & 3R Mafiet Hfa
T 3oft A 3 §¢ W 2, T AR YeT aTa WaTer, SRR 7y srefegae, Siearg-oRkd
RT3k ARy Wy Gohe O ®8 Jbel B 3R 98 W

e At this moment, ideas such as Universal Basic Income (UBI), once dismissed as utopian,
deserve a fresh, pragmatic look.

T 3T ST SayRomy, 58 Faft SrgRiardt et T T, 31§ Us
mﬁ%m%’@ﬁwﬁtﬁﬁawaﬁuﬁ%

e A UBI can cushion mass unemployment, restore consumer demand when machines
outnumber workers, reward unpaid care, and rebuild a social contract frayed by
pandemics and capitalism alike.

i Te ST TS RITTRT I I16d & Thal 5, o A=A 4ffe! 3 it g1 smd ot
JUHIGT AT &) RS R Tehdll §, SddHe S@HTA B! AT S Tobal § 3R HETHRT T
gofarg ¥ gTfad ST S P g 3R gl gl

¢ In India, where welfare systems are plagued by inefficiencies, exclusions, and complex

eligibility filters, a UBI offers a radical yet simple solution — a periodic, unconditional
cash transfer to every citizen, irrespective of income or employment.

YRA H, ST8T Hearol TUferd siaTiemdT, SfetpR IR Sifee umrar aes! | uHIfad &,
IS Hd 3T Th B Afe I A USH Hal § — TA® ARG P! Hafid 3R
1 =7 Th TR, A8 SU®! S AT ISR T & 1 g1

e Re-examining it is no Ionger academic indulgence — it is an urgent policy imperative.
39 3B YA eIH had U Qi i 76, afceh T drapiierds =fard Saaesdr 8|

e By embedding dignity, autonomy, and simplicity into its design, a UBI challenges us to
rethink what a welfare state should provide in the 21st century.

TRYT, TR SR IR B 30 @id § M Hch, A it Y 31 g8 I8 I R faawr
B! & b gaBadl T B U BRI B &1 e Al TR

Universality as the Core Principle of UBI

T 319 BT G fgia

e Universality is the primary strength of a UBI.
Wity et 3mg B Ui Ui B
o Where Bismarckian and Beveridgean models peg security to past employment or
bureaucratic proof of hardship, a UBI anchors it in citizenship alone.
el R AT JR&T Ared JRET P IASHIR T IWHRT YA § Sied 8, 8] AraHiis Jd
3T 3 Had ARG TR TR Hl |

o |t transforms social protection into a streamlined, rights-based system that is resilient to
automation shocks, climate emergencies, and the invisible labour of care.
g IS TRET B T IR, MABR-3eTRT sgaw & uRafdd w8, St WareH, Saarg
SfTaerait 3R SfER 9 oI Sfedh! 9 e at Xgdl gl

e It bypasses the administrative complexities of targeted welfare and removes the stigma
associated with poverty-based entitlements.
g Aed BT eT1sl &1 TR SIfeadrsh Bl GfB-R HRdl § 3R TRIa1-SemRd
T ¥ IS HAD Pl JHT Hchl g

e It aims to create a basic floor of income security for all, ensuring that no one is left behind due
to bureaucratic lapses or conditional access.
TOHT Iexg T & o oma TRef o1 T §fAard) wWR IR a3 8, aifes s o safaa
U= Ffedt a1 2l & HROT Ui A I8 Y|
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The Argument for a UBI in India

HRd &

qd 319 & U& § ab

India’s current welfare landscape, though expansive, remains fragmented and uneven.

YR B! HIS[ET HedTu] YUTel SIS 814 & STaelg [ g3 SR S g

Schemes suffer from leakage, duplication, and exclusion.

oS ma, ERTd 3R IR ¥ wvifad &

A UBI offers a way to streamline welfare delivery, particularly as digital infrastructure such as

Aadhaar and Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) platforms mature.

TGS HeT 31 HeUHR] [aRUT BT Tl S BT U AN URGd el 8, IR o1

STYR 3R Tedef a1 3faror (Steildl) ok feforea gonfert fawiia gt X8t |1

But the argument for a UBI is not just administrative; it is fundamentally moral and economic.
T 3 1 a9 Pact TS e, Sfep S IR il 2

Earller this year, the Press Information Bureau (PIB) claimed that India ranks fourth

globally in income equality, citing the consumption-based Gini index.

U 9 & BT H, U =T SR1 (Framgat) = grar o o s wamar § YRd fay o o

R IR 8, o Wud-3ATeRa R J@edie | onuid g

However, this measure focuses on household expenditure, not income or wealth, and thus

hides the true eextent of inequality.

fhq a8 Fad IR & o W Hgd 3, 3T a1 Jufe W e8], s arafad SR
IELEIGIN

According to the World Inequality Database, India’s wealth inequality Gini stood at 75 in
2023.

Oy SrauTaT SeTeN & SFUR, 9N 2023 H YRA @I WU SRTATAT fort &1 TR 75 1|
The top 1% of the population owns 40% of national wealth, while the top 10% controls nearly
77%.

=1 B TR 1% TAHSIT & UR 40% AHHI HU ©, STafcs e 10% TTHT 77% Wl R
frzror v B

These figures suggest a concentration of wealth unseen since colonial times.

3 3fihs JUMAR BT &b a1 o 7 T5 JUfd B THTUAT B a1 g |

India’s GDP growth of 8.4% in 2023-24 has failed to translate into broad-based prosperity.
ay 2023-24 H 8.4% B HHA U, SMIG gl HUP Tl H URafid 7ol g1 9! 5

Nobel laureate Joseph Stiglitz has argued that GDP does not reflect quality of life,
environmental sustainability or equity.

T GRGR faolar S RefRies &1 9 § i T TR IdTg S &t ToradT, TaiaRuig
FRURAT a1 §HMdT B 51 a=IldT|

This disconnect is visible in India’s ranking of 126 out of 137 countries in the 2023 World
Happiness Report, behind Nepal, Bangladesh, and Pakistan.

Tg Siger fay @it fRuid 2023 § YRA 3T 137 3= | 12641 ¥H7 I Ty grar 5, S AT,
FitaTeRT 3R Uifdrar 9 +ff & 5

A modest, unconditional deposit in every Jan Dhan account means that a gig worker can
buy vegetables even when work is unavailable and a rickshaw driver’s child can begin school
with new shoes.

TA® S U WTd | T IR, foHT =1 11 591 819 ° T 90 &1 7 g W+ afesar
WIE AHdT & R RN 1A BT Sl U Sl & 1Y T ol & B Iabdl g

Thus, UBI reduces extreme concentration of wealth, curbs the lure of one-time freebies, and
roots economic growth in every household.

T USR, YIS Ha 31T FURT B AAfIS THRIAT 6! geTd g, S T diorrsit o
Tgfty & Al 8 aﬁwm%%mﬁmwwu@w%

Pilot studies in Madhya Pradesh (2011-13) led by the Self Employed Women’s
Association (SEWA) showed better nutrition, higher school attendance, and increased
earnings among UBI recipients.

Y USRT (2011-13) H T4 fAara wfgen W (am) gR1 i ¢ sreqg= o ey ga

3T T R aTat § SRk Ui, Sifies fenay Sufufa oik oma & 3fe o a1 TR |
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International trials in Finland, Kenya, and Iran reported improved mental health and food
security without reducing willingness to work.

frrrals, F=aT 3R §IH 7 6T T SiaRIPT Wieruh § AHRie W $fR WTel GRam § gUR
T 7T, SEh HTH B B 331 H IS HHI Ta] 3R |

According to the McKinsey Global Institute, up to 800 million jobs worldwide could be
displaced by 2030 due to automation.

AfHolt Tead TR & TR, 2030 Tb WA & HRUT AU T AT 80 FRAS
Aol Tard g wwdl €

India’s semi-skilled and informal workforce is particularly vulnerable, making a UBI crucial as
a buffer during this transition.

YR BT 37ef-HRA SR SRS sHad ARy T4 § Hde=ia §, fored 59 uRad=era
e Hel 31 U Heaqu! YR&M Had & Tl g |

It will rework the citizen-state relationship

g ARG I Y BT T uRuTia s

The philosophical case for a UBI is equally compelling. For decades, the relationship between
the citizen and the state has been largely transactional, defined by market participation and
economic contribution.

WP 9a M7 (UBI) & e § TR dd 1 THH FU 9 THIGRTC 8| G/ 9, ARTR®
3R I & ST Yy T U AT 387 ], S AR Ufterst ofk snfdfes aiver 9
aRuTd g g1
A UBI offers a structural antidote to the very populist, consumer-as-voter politics Shruti
Kapila critiques.

W e M 98 TRIAIHS JHIUTH UK Hal 8, Foriep! Ie=T I ArpqHIa,
SUHIAT-3TLTRT AAGIT ISTIfd BT 3fd BT 8, Forgep! 3imefre yfer Siter ol B
It removes the political incentive to dangle ad hoc freebies — free power here, a loan-
waiver there — that parties deploy to manufacture short-term allegiance.
g oI al gRT &t o aTelt St Raradt o gurt faerelt, o1 Aret onfe &) 33 &
ST TR &) JHT HRal 8|

When income security is decoupled from partisan largesse, voters are less hostage to
transactional giveaways and more empowered to judge governments on systemic outcomes
— quality of schools, rule of law, and ecological stewardship.

O 3T YR&T B! AT HUT I ST a1 ST ], a9 Haardl Hiears Ramae & sud Tal
IEd 3R d BRI BT YeHido- RIET B TUraT, FTA & AT R GafaRoig gaes o
IrTfore TRomal )R #vd ¢ |

In this sense, a UBI shifts the relationship from consumerism (“Vote me in, get subsidised
units of electricity”) back to citizenship (“You already possess a basic economic right; now
demand good governance”).

Y ISR, Ui ga 3 TrRe! 3R I & Yau & SUHFrarg (‘i die g, afeqs!
Wﬁﬁwﬁ?ﬁ)ﬁmm(?ﬁﬁwm@rﬁsﬂ%m% 3 3T A
AY) BT SR WS 8

It replaces the politics of paternal patronage with a rights-based social contract,
undercutting populist schemes that thrive on scarcity, targeted subsidies, and moral
grandstanding.

Tg FUquTe e TREIUTaTE &1 eI &1 U SHRIGR-3memfyd Jramfore ey ¥ 9ad ot o
3R wut, aféra wfest aur Afoe REr) = wuﬁamuﬁwﬁaﬁmaﬂ?ﬂ%l

Concerns about inflation and viability

eIt 3R Fragriar i awx fare

Worries that a basic income cheque would make everyday prices explode do not match how
people live where such cheques already exist.

g fidT % &t oima A I Pd §g oMEH, 3 S=0 & SHa I T g Al olg| g HawT
Ugd 9 LRl
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¢ Big inflations like Weimar and Zimbabwe happened when factories shut and debts were
owed in foreign currency, not because ordinary people got extra spending money.
IR 3R forarsd SRt U gErewifoaT a9 g3 o/d PREH ¢ gu 3R fae=h ger & wur
SHIT oI, 7 o SHfere foh 3 dnl ! $3 SifaRad o= o

e Fund a UBI responsibly, keep shelves stocked, and it becomes a cushion against
hardship, not a spark for price hikes.

gfe ard e qa oma & et ¥ faaifta forar o oik srawa® axgei 3t smyfd s
T 9, < I8 BISTSAl | 9Td BT Y 59 bl g, 7 o daal | gf ST dRon|

e Rather than dismissing a UBI as fiscally unviable or politically risky, we must engage with it
seriously, as a tool to reduce poverty, mitigate inequality, and strengthen democratic
citizenship.

A UTE Ha 3T &1 BT U I SR-UT 1 IeT-HaP U I FRaAquf AHeHR
SRGIPR P D IoY, 38 TRIA! UeTH, SFHTAT $H B 3R AbdiiAd NS B
IIF S & 1= & =9 § THRar § o= anfgul

UBI is not a panacea but a foundation

T 3T HIg d-SUAR &, qieh TP TR 8

e |tis important to recognise that a UBI is not a panacea. It will not by itself create jobs, fix
public health systems, or transform education outcomes.

Ig QU 3M1ITH ¢ [ ArdRIe g o ois Td-a1e= 61 81 T8 31U 39 AR
GO, TR YUl JUR 1 Rigm aRad= 767 o= Fabd|

e Butit can serve as a base — providing a minimum level of economic security upon which
individuals can build lives of agency and aspiration.

fihg I8 U SMYR & TUH B &R Thall § — ol ATl B! SMifes FRET BT YAaH w6
UeH $l 8, For R 3 TarawidT 3R SMTehi&T BT g o1 Ihd &

e |t also recognises and supports unpaid labour, especially care work undertaken
predominantly by women, which remains invisible in traditional economic metrics.

g i 3, fa9W =y § Afgareil gR1 ST Mg d@ura i o ugard ok qEd <t
&, Ol URUR® 3Mffes siiws! & ez 3+ Bd 8 |
e A UBI is not about promoting dependency; it is about expanding opportunity.

Ardifire 7 3 o1 3= FrvRear sgm e, sfer SRl @1 favaR a1 21

Some issues such as funding

S e, o

o Despite its promise, a UBI raises legitimate concemns. ]
T HyTaTsit & Sracie, Ard e ga o 9 $ dy i 307 gt ¢ |

¢ A minimal UBI of ¥7,620 per person per year — equivalent to the poverty line — would
cost around 5% of India’s GDP.
ufd afaa U af 27,620 & =gy e ga o, S T 3@ F R €, HRd &
P UG TG BT TTTHIT 5% Td BN |

e Funding such an initiative would require either raising taxes, rationalising subsidies, or
increasing borrowing, each having economic implications.

U UPHR &I Ao & [T BRI | Gley, AToTSt BT TAHar a1 BT H g DT smazaewal g,
ST 3nfifes wvra wemi

e Moreover, a UBI’s universality could dilute its redistributive intent by allocating resources
to affluent sections alongside the poor.

% SffaRad, ArdREdr 3u@! qAfdaruita a1 B FHSIR R Tl § e I8
a1yt @t el et & Try-ary e § oft faafa st R

A practical way forward

3R g BT ATI|TIND A
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A practical approach would be to introduce a UBI in phases.
T ARG RIbT Tg 81T o A HHHS et 3 &1 9=on § a1 {1 s

Vulnerable groups — women, the elderly, persons with disabilities, and low-income
workers — could be prlorltlsed first.

HUAR S wfgent, g, fawai aafed SR & ma ara 4fie — &1 urufiswar
ARIESELIE

This targeted rollout would allow for evaluation and infrastructure building before full-scale
implementation.

Ig Aferd Hra-auH edic 3R JeaHT fAutor & veg w3, o guf TR R arp e @
U8 daRY B T |

A UBI could also complement, rather than replace, essential schemes such as the Public
Distribution System (PDS) and the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), particularly in the early stages.

RS Rl B, Frd e o sma & ardwfae faavor yomrel (PDs) 3R wgTeT wih
P IRAOT AR TRET i (@) S e qrer1sf o1 qRe S0 Sl Jebdl
g, - fos 311 fawpe|

Technological and structural chaILenges

3R FAITHD

Another key challenge is technologlcal access.
TH 3 zyv%'rﬁ Ugd ®1 g

While Aadhaar and Jan Dhan have expanded financial inclusion, gaps remain in digital
literacy, mobile access, and bank connectivity, particularly in tribal, remote, and
underserved areas.

FY STUR 3R S U= o1 A faiig FHraE &1 9 5, U ot fSforea wnara,
ﬁmqﬁaﬁ%aﬁ%ﬁz&ﬁmﬁﬁgﬁ%ﬁwaﬂmwaﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁ

These gaps must be closed to prevent exclusion from a scheme intended to be universal.

T BT DY G HRAT ISP & I AT AP Ao 3 fht o1 ot dfera 7 fasan sy

Conclusion

As the Indian state seeks to modernise its welfare architecture, a UBI deserves a central
place in the conversation.

O YR 5T U HedTor JUITeRt BT MY BT BT ITedl 8, a9 ArdHifie Ia 3
39 fauel & Us Heia R H gHar g

History suggests that India will revisit this question sooner than expected.

SfaeT FaIdT € fo YR 39 U9 IR 3rdel ¥ Ugd YAfdaR S|

The calculus is no longer “Can we afford UBI?” but rather “Can we afford the democratic
cost of mass insecurity?”

39 Y T8 81 ¢ b “oaT g0 AT Hi¥® Ha 3 981 $X GPhd 827, 9fch T8 ¢ o “war g/
S SRIRET Pt ANPAIAP BT 96 PR THd 82"
Universality, not means-testing, is the architecture fit for a 21st-century welfare state.

, 7 % urrar-udiern, seiadl T & FaTueRl I & o Iuged W R
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First PSLV made by private firms to be
unveiled in 2026, says ISRO Chairman

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) Chair-
man V. Narayanan said on
Thursday that the first Po-
lar Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV) rocket developed
by a private consortium,
led by Hindustan Aero-

V. Narayanan

orbit for enhancing the
communication capability
of India using our own Ba-
hubali rocket LVM-3 M5.
This mission is launched
by the ISRO, no doubt but
if you look at the contribu-
tion almost 80% to 85%
systems are delivered by
Indian industry that speaks
volume of the contribution

ed, was 70 years behind
the developed nations. By
2040... the programme
will be on par with any oth-
er space-faring nations in
terms of launchers, satel-
lites, human space flight
programme and applica-
tions,” he said.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Defence Research

nautics Limited (HAL) and by the Indian industries,” and Development Organi-
L&T, would be launched in  es, our plan is to give at  he added. sation (DRDO) Chairman
February 2026. least 50% of the PSLV di- Samir V. Kamat said that

Speaking during the in-  rectly to the Indian indus- 450 Indian industries the contribution of the Mi-
auguration of the India Ma-  try consortium.” He said that about 450 In-  cro, Small & Medium En-

nufacturing Show 2025 in

He added that about

dian industries are contri-

terprises (MSME) sector

Bengaluru, he said, “The  80% to 85% of the systems  buting towards the Indian  was very significant during
consortiums led by HAL are developed by private space programme and to- Operation Sindoor.
and L&T have produced industries. day, 330 plus start-up eco- He further said that for a

the first rocket and we are
going to have the launch by
February 2026. Once we
succeed with two launch-

“On November 2, the IS-
RO’s heaviest communica-
tion satellite CMS-03 was
placed successfully in the

systems are working in the
country.

“The Indian space pro-
gramme, when it was start-

country to retain its sove-
reignty, it is very important
to indigenously develop
critical technologies.

First PSLV made by private firms to be unveiled in 2026, says ISRO Chairman
ot Fufaat g1 fAfefa uge PsLV 2026 & &= forar ST, SR 3reged A w8l

¢ Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) Chairman V. Narayanan said on
Thursday that the first Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) rocket developed
by a private consortium, led by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) and L&T,
would be launched in February 2026.

YR 3fdRel ST WS (ISRO) & 3ieaed &Y. AR F T¥aR &I &gl [

: s IR TS ¥
%mﬂm (HAL) 3R Ta¢SE & A

ST

CIRARSIE:E CAR
Al P (PSLV) Idhe BRAN 2026 H AT foar

e Speaking during the inauguration of the India Manufacturing Show 2025 in
Bengaluru, he said, “The consortiums led by HAL and L&T have produced the first
rocket and we are going to have the launch by February 2026. Once we succeed with
two launches, our plan is to give at least 50% of the PSLV directly to the Indian
industry consortium.”

FTe T AT SFEaT AghaaT /Y 2025 & IgaTed F IR 361 Pel, “HAL

3R L&T & g a1t

TG A Ugdl Adbe IR & R § 3R §H 3 WRa! 2026 0H

Al | & A Jhd 811 P I1G, TARY Ao § fb 7 T HH 50% PSLV T
YR e g &1 Il faar sy
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He added that about 80% to 85% of the systems are developed by private

industries.

IBA ST b TTHT 80% & 85% Womferai fAelt Sen+t g1 fawfa & 73 €1

e  “On November 2, the ISRO’s heaviest communication satellite CMS-03 was

placed successfully in the orbit for enhancing the communication capability of India

using our own Bahubali rocket LVM-3 M5.

2 4R DI, TN BT HGH YR HIR ITIE CMS-03 D! HRA D! HaR & Ig™H b

gumsnﬁmﬁagaﬁhﬁz LVM-3 M5 &1 JUINT b &l H Fherargdd iIud
RIgN

e This mission is launched by ISRO, no doubt but if you look at the contribution almost
80% to 85% systems are delivered by Indian industry that speaks volume of the
contribution by the Indian industries,” he added.

Tg iR ey 3R gR dl= fovan T o1, Afe afe 3y anrem 3 @ a4 80%
| 85% YUMTRIT YRR ITIN §RT UG Bt 15, S UG ST & TG DI
a1 8,” I8 SISt

450 Indian industries
450 HIRO ITRT

e He said that about 450 Indian industries are contributing towards the Indian space
programme and today, 330 plus start-up ecosystems are working in the country.
I Pl b AT 450 R I YR iafvel drfepd & AveH & 38 § 3R
31T =1 H 330 & 3if¥ep werdar uiifRufa® @3 FrRd ¢

o “The Indian space programme, when it was started, was 70 years behind the
developed nations. By 2040... the programme will be on par with any other
space-faring nations in terms of launchers, satellites, human space flight
programme and applications,” he said.

IEH T, O HRA 3iai¥es dradspH R= a1 U1, a9 J¢ fasiya 3= | 70 af
D UT| AfPBT 2040 ... T FIAHH AI=R, IUUE, W4 3idi¥el IS HHPHH 3R
amﬁﬁ%mnﬁﬁmamﬁam%wém’

e Speaking on the occasion, Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) Chairman Samir V. Kamat said that the contribution of the Micro, Small &
Medium Enterprises (MSME) sector was very significant during Operation
Sindoor.

Y AR W diaid gU, YT R UG fa®wTa W18+ (DRDO) & 3feaed T .
U - Hel [& &, TY 3R THH ITH (MSME) & BT a1 TR Rigk &
SR 3cid Hg@yu! 4TI
e He further said that for a country to retain its sovereignty, it is very important to
indigenously develop critical technologies.
IR 3T B 5 it 371 & G SU=Tt HUHET 91T X &Y, o) Hewyul Wenffeal 1
=N AT HAT S SHTa=a® 5|
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Are Al-based tools for mental health helpful or harmful?

LEY

ast week, Open Al reported that over a

mj]lion people discuss suicide or

self-harm tendencies with ChatGPT

every week. Artificial Intelligence
(Al)-based tools are now being developed to
support mental health in India, especially for
students in institutions such as I'T Kharagpur
and at coaching institutions for engineering and
medical entrance exams. Is this helpful or
harmful? Neeraj Kumar and Jamila Koshy
discuss the question in a conversation
moderated by Priscilla Jebaraj. Edited
excerpts:

Dr. Koshy, you have several clients who have
used an Al chat bot as a companion and
maybe even as a therapist. In what ways do
you think it may have been helpful or
harmful for their mental health?

Jamila Koshy: Several people — students,
younger people, and often engineering students
- are using these Al tools, both for information
as well as for therapy. I have found that there
can be a lot of mistakes in the information that
Al sources give. When it comes to [using Al for]
therapy, I have alot of reservations. Patients
seem to talk to this bot as if it is a person. They
think they don’t have to go to the hospital/clinic
and wait in line, so this is convenient. It is like
their personal therapist; it is always there for
them. But this is not a real interaction, so it is
deceptive. I have tried out the bot. It says things
like, ‘I’'m so happy you called me today. I'm
willing to listen to you. I understand your
problem and I would like to help you. Would
you like to tell me more?” As if it is a real person
there. This is not useful because it cuts out the
need for therapy. Though the bot may tell you to
go and meet a therapist, the need is being
unconsciously undermined.

Mr. Kumar, Peak Mind has developed an
Al-driven app that is being used by students
in top coaching institutions and atan IIT.
How does your app and your Al chatbot,
Peakoo, help them? How is it different from
chatting with ChatGPT?

Neeraj Kumar: All institutions have active
helplines and counselling teams in-house. Every
month, there are campaigns that ask you to
come and seek help. Still, there is a huge stigma
[when it comes to seeking help]. How do you
check a fever? You use a thermometer. But if I
ask you, how is your mental health, you will
make a guess. Making mental health measurable
is the first part where tech and Al are helping us.
At Peak Mind, we have validated screening

GETTYIMAGES

assessments. Al interprets all the conversations
users have on Peak Mind, tracks their mood,
and alerts us early against any potential
self-harm, using our suicide tech algorithm.
‘When we see signs of distress and selfharm,
alerts are raised and sent to the right authorities
at the institute. It provides an Al companion for
students to talk to about basic confusions or
overwhelming emotions. They may have these
due to relationships, academic pressure...
Institutions are struggling to bring people who
need help to counsellors. Most students have
never gone to a counsellor. They feel
overwhelmed at the thought of seeking help.
There is a transition that needs to happen and
technology and Al are bridging that gap.

Compared to ChatGPT, Peakoo is well-trained
in the Indian context. There are guardrails.
There is a limit to what can be discussed with an
Al companion. Peakoo guides the user to the
institute counsellor. Beyond conversation, the
app also provides validated CBT [Cognitive
Behavioral Therapy]-based tools as a therapist
would: thought re-framing, journaling,
mindfulness meditation activities, a breathing
protocol or grounding technique.

Dr. Koshy, do you think this is a helpful way
of nudging students who need therapy
towards a therapist? Do you have any
suggestions on making it more helpful?

JK: 1 suppose there is no way back from this
because this is already in the public domain.
This is not what I would choose at all. By doing
this, we are furthering the stigma. We are saying
you do not need to go out, you can handle this
on your own. Calling it a companion is
personalising the Al and that is harmful. Call it
an Al tool instead. Remove all first person
references because it is not an ‘T’, it is not a
companion, it is a mechanical tool. I doubt that
the Al is going to be able to pick up on suicidal

P

Most students have never gone to a
counsellor. They feel overwhelmed at the
thought of seeking help. There is a transition
that needs to happen and technology and Al
are bridging that gap.

NEERAJ KUMAR

tendencies, because it is programmed to
recognise words such as death or death wish.
[As a psychiatrist], we don’t recognise suicidal
tendencies just by those words. We look at the
person, we see their connections with people,
we see how withdrawn they are, we see whether
there is a change in the way they related to us
earlier. We see whether they have dropped a
word not about death, but about feeling isolated.
‘When we entrust this screening to an Al tool, we
are in danger of missing a lot. That is my biggest
fear. There are people who talk to these bots for
along time. That should not be allowed. If a
person needs to talk to a bot more than three
times, I think they need a therapist.

CBT techniques can’t be used before a
diagnosis because the commonest things that
slip through are the major psychoses. People
with psychosis don’t come and say, I have this.
We have to see it. Often it is visual. It is a
combination of things which helps us pick it up.
I.am sure the bot will miss at least some of it.

Mr. Kumar, what is the source of the initial
intelligence that informs the bot?

NK: We have a large team of qualified
psychologists and psychiatrists who use all the
trained models. I am not talking about issues
which need clinical intervention. We help
students build trust in the human counsellor
available in the institute. A qualified team does
research and trains the bot in analysing
conversations in multiple languages... We keep
adding new words every week for the screening.
So far, we have been able to raise more than
10,000 critical alerts and save more than 100
suicidal cases in our work.

Apart from your team’s initial input, Al
learns from its users. Are there any ethical
and privacy concerns about the mental
health of students being used to train AI?

NK: You cannot breach the user’s privacy and
confidentiality. User identities are not disclosed
to the team which looks at the conversations. We
are the first level of support. The moment
somebody says they want to go deeper, they are
diverted to a human being. We are only the

Are Al-based tools for mental health helpful or harmful?

T AP WA & A g nutRd SUSU YIS ¢ Ul glTPRS?

Al Chatbots and Mental Health Support in Indla

HRd & AFf®

WY JeTgdr 3T

T3S dedicy

initial stage, which users can safely vent to. If
there are pre-qualified tools available, those are
again recommended by a team of psychologists
and psychiatrists. Beyond that, they are directed
to the human teams in our partner institutions
and they take the cases offline.

‘When OpenAl says over a million people are
discussing suicide with ChatGPT each week,
itindicates that people are lacking real
companions to discuss their feelings with.
What can parents and institutions do to build
up that kind of real-life support for students
so that they don’t depend on AI?

JK: It is usually students who are a little
awkward or isolated, or in new situations, or
who have serious mental health problems who
are using AL Some kids come with an
adjustment problem, which is a “level one’ issue.
My concern is that the feedback that bots are
giving is not the feedback that humans would
give. If a student talks to another student about
their problems, they won’t always get a very
mature response. They will sometimes get
somebody who brushes them off, or is mean to
them, or bullies them. This is the real world.
Students have to learn to navigate this world
where responses are not perfect. If the bot is
always validating their responses, I'm not sure if
we are actually preparing students for the real
world. In a conversation with a patient,
particularly if I know them well, at some point I
push back. Bots are not able to provide a real
space. It may be a safe space, but it has to be a
limited space.

To build reallife support, parents need to
expose children to lots of experiences, listen to
them, and help them make friends.

NK: Nothing can beat human conversations. We
have created a lot of modules for everyday
interactions and experiences. Every two hours
on our platform, we do a short activity: breath
work or meditation, mindfulness, affirmations,
gratitude, compassion. Thousands of students
come, join it, and then ask questions. So
normalisation happens. It is a community
activity. We extensively work in the coaching
sector, and we have found that 65% students go
through moderate to severe anxiety that is
unrecognised and unaddressed. If they are ata
stage where they need to see a counsellor or
psychiatrist, they should go ahead and do that.
But in between, they do get some support.

To listen to the full interview
Scanthe code or go to the link
www thehindu.com

Last week, OpenAl reported that over a million people discuss suicide or self-harm
tendencies with ChatGPT every week.
IS TWTE, OpenAl = SdRT foh 8 TS 10 ARG | HfYUS ART STHST AT TH-gT BT
YR/l IR ChatGPT I Tdi &vd ¢ |
Al-based tools are now being developed to support mental health in India, especially for
students in institutions such as lIT Kharagpur and coaching institutions for engineering

and medical entrance exams.

3§ PIAT ST menfed USRI (Al-based tools) HRA & AFRIS TRy 0T & e
ﬁﬁaﬁmw@% Oy =0 ¥ Sgmsdl @SR

seltf-rafiT 9 AfSea wawr wdian

BT TR & S & forg|

Experts Neeraj Kumar and Jamila Koshy discussed whether this technology is helpful or
harmful, in a conversation moderated by Priscilla Jebaraj.

ﬁ@rﬁﬁrﬁw 3R T BT 39 910 W I 1 [ T8 Tt AIHSSD © aT
W,WWWWWWW|

Page5 2

Address
Email Id
Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Dr. Jamila Koshy’s Perspective

ST. STt IR BT

Dr. Koshy said several people — students, younger people, and often engineering
students — are using Al tools both for information as well as for therapy.

1. BN 3 Fg1 6 g AT — B, gar avt 3R faivew Seifafin s — St oix
R Q1 & R Al TSN 1 FUAT PR R |

She found that there can be a lot of mistakes in the information given by Al sources.

I AR, Al Wil gRT &t T SR § B Ffedr urs o Tohdl 8

When it comes to therapy, she has a lot of reservations, as patients begin to talk to the bot
as if it is a real person.

Rt & G H 376 $5 Wag 7, Fifd TS dic & UTH 91d TId § o1 98 DS ardad
Al Bl

People find it convenient, believing they no longer need to visit a hospital or clinic; they
treat the bot as their personal therapist.

T S8 GRS T § 3R Hed § foh 3¢ o/ Sreqrarer a1 fereifies ST o ekl TeT; 9
dfe 1 e foroht ffeere grz aad B

However, this is deceptive, as it creates an illusion of real interaction and may undermine
the need for actual therapy.

Al I8 UTHS ©, Tl T8 IRATAD WaTG BT YH U5 Hdl ¢ SR IRdfad Avul i
ATIRGH T D PHAR HR IHd ¢ |

She mentioned that the bot says things like, “I'm happy you called me. | understand your
problem and I'd like to help you.” — giving the false impression of empathy and presence.

B@ﬁmﬁﬁwﬂﬁwm%ﬁﬁ“aﬁ@ﬁéﬁmgﬁw 7 H19e? ae
éa?%argaﬁvmw?mmmﬁ” oot g1t weTyfar ok SufRufa &1 yu 3
|

Though the bot may advise users to see a therapist, it unconsciously reduces their
willingness to actually seek help.

g Sie IuaNTh it & Rfuwe A firem &1 Jarg a1 8, A I8 S@ddy ¥ U 4 Heg a1
B TOT P FPA B A1 8|

Mr. Neeraj Kumar’s Perspective (Peak Mind)

it et FUR &1 BB (Fip TgS)

Peak Mind has developed an Al-driven app used by students in top coaching institutions
and at an lIT, with its chatbot named Peakoo.

fie A1gS 3 Ue warrs-3muria U I Rid fan & e Suan Wi S sy ok te
JATSATSET & BET gRI faa o1 X871 7, Forad digg T dedie 2nfid |

All institutions already have helplines and counselling teams, but there is still huge stigma
around seeking mental health help.

Tt TRy A geUarg 3R ST S Hivg 7, AfthT ARy TRy Yeradr a1 &
AP U FaP 3 Hft ST g3 B

Kumar compared it to checking fever with a thermometer — technology helps measure
mental health objectlvely.

FUR A 38 YufHier J TER Fia- SR §a-1 — dh-1d HFRI® W &) 7101 § Aeg
GG

At Peak Mind, they use validated screening assessments, and Al interprets user
conversations, tracks mood, and alerts authorities using a suicide detection algorithm if
it detects risk.

i A1Es # yarfora WHIfeiT geaie &1 Sud a1 ST &, 3R T3S SUdRTHdi @
Sradid T fIRATUT FaT 8, S TR 9R 39l 3, TUT ATHGT ST TaniveT & Head 3
TeTfAe wiftreeon @) darat dod gl

When signs of distress or self-harm appear, alerts are sent to the concerned authorities at
the institute.
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Wd AT T ATH-BI & Tohd fGTs < 8, N TR F waiflrar siftreprval oY Jara= dsh
T 81

Peakoo acts as an Al companion, helping students discuss academic pressure, emotional
struggles, or relationships.

i T Tang At & ¥0 § &1 1 &, S SFl D! RO gard, Ha-TeTsd Tud ar fezal
R Tl R B Heg dadl |

Many students have never gone to a counsellor, and Al bridges this gap, making the first
step toward help easier.

B o P PEYR P UTH 81 ¢ &, 3R T3ATS 39 3fdR B! Ul § Heg ol g, o
WS A1 BT Ugdl HEH M a1 |

Unlike ChatGPT, Peakoo is trained in the Indian context, with guardrails and limits on what
can be discussed.

ChatGPT & faudia, Wi &1 URdr sy & ufifaa forar w3, o framd siiR fAa=ror
feffRd fbg e § b b1 fawdl R ==l Y s g di B

Peakoo guides users to institutional counsellors when deeper issues arise, ensuring
safety and human intervention.

i SUGRTHAlSH B HRINTT BISAAR & UNT Uofdl § oid 1R T, TrE- ofTd 8, o R
3R AT ety YA i 8

Beyond conversation, the app provides CBT-based tools like thought reframing,
journaling, mindfulness meditation, breathing protocols, and grounding techniques,
similar to what a therapist would offer.

ST § 3T dghR, T8 VU AP IdgR AT (CBT) MeTRa SUSHVT UeH Bl §
S faR gfe, iR, USSPy AfSTH, 4T ad-1d, iR ISfET snam, S
HIs NRE T FRT 5|

Al Companions and Student Mental Health Support

T3S

Tt 3R B ARG WA Gl

Dr. Koshy, do you think this is a helpful way of nudging students who need therapy towards a
therapist? Do you have any suggestions on making it more helpful?

Siaex BIf, T AU AT & fob T8 aiehT 31 BHI bl RURe BT 3R IR B3 F T @
R R Y el 87 T 310 U1 29 SR ITAR S % U B g 82

JK: | suppose there is no way back from this because this is already in the public domain.
This is not what | would choose at all.

JK: T3 TIAT § b 316 ST a1 o1 1 H1s I -Te] ¢ i I8 Uga 9 g et & o
21 U8 98 aiet el § for & wadt e
By doing this, we are furthering the stigma. We are saying you do not need to go out, you
can handle this on your own.

TP, H PAD (stigma) B 3R TGIIR & | TH FHE I3 ¢ [ 3MUD! F18R SIH P T2 gl
2 310 3R GG WU T B
Calling it a companion is personalising the Al, and that is harmful. Call it an Al tool instead.
3 T (companion) F&T T3ME & HHAIY TY T 8, 3R I gIHPRS 8| 3P o8 39
Q3T ¢ Dl o1 ATy |
Remove all first-person references because it is not an ‘I, it is not a companion, itis a
mechanical tool.
T ugd =afdd (first-person) e geM =1fieT wiifes a8 & =61 8, U Pz I 181 §, I8 U
Tif® IuHRoI 3|
| doubt that the Al is going to be able to pick up on suicidal tendencies, because it is
programmed to recognise words such as death or death wish.
E@ g B b wars srerean $t uqﬁm‘r (suicidal tendencies) DI UgA™ b1, Fifds T8
$ad death TT death wish S XTeal B TgdT & fog TimH fosam T B
[As a psychiatrist], we don’t recognise suicidal tendencies just by those words. We look at the
person, we see their connections, how withdrawn they are, and whether there is a change
in the way they relate to us.

[T HAIRIfrc® & &0 U], 89 Had 3 Wsa! I STl UgiRial & ugd™ Tl dd | g4
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wﬁa?%ﬁaﬁ% I TaHl, 3! SEATId Bt U, 3R §AR T 3% AER H §5Ad W
& I
e We also notice if they have dropped a word not about death, but about feeling isolated.

g9 78 1t 3d § & o S617 g el Sfcep eI Ay o1 ¥ aftid P15 Gobd Sisl 8

e When we entrust this screening to an Al tool, we are in danger of missing a lot. That is my
biggest fear.

STd BH 39 BhIT1 P fobell T3NS g R BIS &d &, ol 66 B3 Aol gl b Tk W I 8 | T
T o8 g1 X 8

e There are people who talk to these bots for a long time. That should not be allowed.
BB AN 37 91T A IS G dob a1d HId & | 9T Tel e &1 =Ryl

e If a person needs to talk to a bot more than three times, | think they need a therapist.
gfe Pis ofad el sic 9 @9 & Sif¥e IR a1d I &, df IR1 71 & o 38 Rftve Bt
ARGl ¢ |

e CBT techniques can’t be used before a diagnosis because the commonest things that slip
through are the major psychoses.

CBT d&-iial (diagnosis) T TS &1 {1 ST Tl i SRR SNl ool ge
STt %‘ G| qs1 'FI'IT-IW foor (major psychoses) B B

e People with psychosis don’t come and say, “I have this.” We have to see it. Often it is visual.
It is a combination of things which helps us pick it up.

HAfAPR (psychosis) § Nf$d @ We 6l Hed fb 3% T8 81 81 SWHR UgaT=+1 Usdai g |
Tg TR T 1T ¢ 3R s Hdbdl & Hare § WY gl g
e | am sure the bot will miss at least some of it.

T2 91 § & dic 3780 58 &I I ToRSIGIST PR Tl |

Mr. Kumar on Al Bot Training and Results

ey $UR gR1 Tans e & ufigor 3k ufvomat u feugoft

e Mr. Kumar, what is the source of the init-ial intelligence that informs the bot?
firer UK, sc B STHSRT < arell wRfHP FFEH (initial intelligence) 1 HId &1 2

o NK: We have a large team of qualified psychologists and psychiatrists who use all the
trained models.

NK: BHR UTT GRg AIaIe! ok AAififreas! o Ue gt <F ¢ off 9t ufrfaa Afsat
BT UGN B B

e | am not talking about issues which need clinical intervention. We help students build trust
in the human counsellor available in the institute.
734 H@f &1 O1d a! IR Ig] o FRilf-Idhd §¥aald (clinical intervention) 31 SaRIH I
B 81 89 S &l TRIF | IUTs AT URTHRIGTAT (human counsellor) TR W™ §411 &
HGE HRd g

e A qualified team does research and trains the bot in analysing conversations in multiple
languages.

TS Org I ST IRal § 3R dic B B8 Uit # qradia &1 faxawor a1 & oy
URIfEd Bl gl
e We keep adding new words every week for the screening.

TH BHIT & oIl TR HEdTg T Mg SiSd 36d 6 |

e So far, we have been able to raise more than 10,000 critical alerts and save more than 100
suicidal cases in our work.

39 db, BH 10,000 & 31 TR 3rad 9k} fpu & 3R 100 | iU g & ATHEAL B!
TIH H Al UTs g

www.patrioticias.in

Ethical and Prlvacy Concerns about Al and Mental Health Data

TaITs 3R Arfe Wy 21 A Haftd Afde 3iv mru-iadr fRiar

e Apart from your team'’s initial input, Al learns from its users. Are there any ethical and
privacy concems about the mental health of students being used to train Al?

3Tt X & RS ITYE & SIaTdT, TS 39 Ui & Wadr 81 1 86 &

Page55

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

ARy TR ST T IUANT T3S ! YR 3 H 5T M 1 e D13 Afaep 3R
Troftaar Tdeh fiand g2

NK: You cannot breach the user’s privacy and confidentiality. User identities are not
disclosed to the team which looks at the conversations.

T9.3.: 3T SUANTH! B MU-adr 3R MU= Rigidl &1 Scio Tl PR Thd |
ITANTH ATt B Uga 39 < &I 78] §a18 Sidl St araiard o) aadt g1

We are the first level of support. The moment somebody says they want to go deeper, they
are diverted to a human being.

TH TUH TR BT FEANT Yo a8 | 9 &) 1S ikt 78 Fed 8 & I8 TeR1s & ST =gl
2, 33 wra fagiwy &t ok A for S B |
We are only the initial stage, which users can safely vent to.

TH bad RIS =0T &, ST61 SUTNTebd! YR U ST HIGHTY oo P ebal © |

If there are pre-qualified tools available, those are again recommended by a team of
psychologists and psychiatrists.

AT IUBIUT IUAH &, ol I8 AT} SR AfRIfhege) ! A gRI
SRR faa ST B 1

Beyond that, they are directed to the human teams in our partner institutions and they take
the cases offline.

%ﬁgﬁﬁa@mwﬁaﬁmﬂﬁ%wﬂwm%ﬁmaﬁm
3 |

Builc!ing Real-Life Support Systems for Students
BTl & faT arafae® sita= g+ yorret @1 fAmfor

When OpenAl says over a million people are discussing suicide with ChatGPT each week,
it indicates that pe %Ie are lacking real companions to discuss their feelings with.

S OpenAl gdl & f g% JwTe us faferma & Siftre @1 ChatGPT ¥ 3T IR Iai &R
T8 ¢, ! U8 afdT g {5 TN Soit HIgHTeH | a1d & & foe areafas arft &t Hit 7megy =
w®E

What can parents and institutions do to build up that kind of real-life support for students so
that they don’t depend on Al?

HTAT-FdT 3R TR BET P AN 39 UPR o7 aRdfae sita= IHdT $ 991 Jbd € a1 9
wams R ARk a8

Concerns About Overreliance on Al Companions

warrs Aifya wR Sraafire fAvvar & ar o feame

JK: It is usually students who are a little awkward or isolated, or in new situations, or who
have serious mental health problems who are using Al.

.. STHAR TR d BT Ol YTST WP AT SeT-YeRT 3, A1 75 URTIferdl 7 ¢, a1 forg iR
AR TR TR ¢, d THTE HT STAN IR ¢ |
Some kids come with an adjustment problem, which is a ‘level one’ issue.

$S I THRIS THRT & Y 31 5, S ‘A9d a7 &) GHR1 gl ¢

My concern is that the feedback that bots give is not the feedback that humans would
give.

T el 9% @ o e g o a1 wisd® 9 el ¢ S AFd ed 7

If a student talks to another student about their problems, they won't always get a very
mature response.

e PIS BT U THRNSN & TR T G S F 91d Bl 8, af 39 gan ufvue wiaferar et
ot |

This is the real world — students have to learn to navigate this world where responses are
not perfect. ] ]

Ig aRAfa® T § — BT &1 39 gfar § g1 e grm et wfafsrard ga=m ufvguf g

g |
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If the bot is always validating their responses, it may not prepare students for the real world.
gfe sic AR 371! Ufafsharst & AIdl ¢l ©, A I8 ST & aRdfa® g+l & [T daR gt
CRGIN

Bots may provide a safe space, but it has to be a limited space.

ey Ue RIS R Y IR Thd §, A T8 Teh W R g1 A1 |

Role of Parents and Institutions

ATaT-fraT 3R TR Bt YfrwT

To build real-life support, parents need to expose children to various experiences, listen to
them, and help them make friends.

IRaAfd® sita AT Yoreh 9 & T Arar-far & st &t fafts srqval & uffaa s,
3% AT, 3R I8 G I | Tag a1 arfet|

NK: Nothing can beat human conversations.

TH.%h.: HIFIG 941§ J S8R $© o ol dhdl|

We have created modules for t_averydayvinteractions ant_j experiences.

g ¢ aradia oiR syl & fere wisga O fFu gl

Every two hours on our platform, we do a short activity: breath work, meditation,
mindfulness, affirmations, gratitude, compassion.

TR Wi R g & 1S & Tdh SIcT Mafafey gt 8: i SaTH, ST, ForTar, GfY, Fasran
3R HHom|

Thousands of students join and ask questions — normalisation happens through such
community activities.

TOR! B ST MAE §1d & 3R UY UBd § — 59 UHR &I ATeHIP Tfafaremar 9
ATHTRAIHROT BT & |

We have found that 65% of students in the coaching sector go through moderate to severe
anxiety that remains unrecognised and unaddressed.

T U & IR & & 65% B AeaW | TR i &1 o v B, S SR ugrt ar
HeAfra 1 Pt STt |

If they are at a stage where they need to see a counsellor or psychiatrist, they should go
ahead and do that, but in between, they do get some support

IR 3 T TR R & o6} % PISHER 1 AR ede @ et T11Re, & I 491 a1 AR,
dfer &fa A 3% $© g A S gl
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Trump turns to Al for messaging;
deepfakes glorify him, attack rivals

Trump has earned the tag of Americass first generative Al president;, thanks to his use of hyper-realistic Al content as a core communication strategy;

while he crowns himself a monarch, fancies himself a pope, propogates the myth of a cure-all, he saves the most provocative posts for his opponents

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

n a parallel reality, Do-

nald Trump reigns as

king, fighter pilot, and
Superman, and his politi-
cal opponents are cast as
criminals and laughing-
stocks — an unprecedented
weaponisation of Al imag-
ery by a sitting American
president.

Mr. Trump has ramped
up his use of artificial intel-
ligence-generated content
on his Truth Social channel
since starting his second
White House term, making
his administration the first
to deploy hyper-realistic
fake visuals as a core com-
munications strategy.

Mr. Trump, no stranger
to conspiracy theories and
unfounded claims, has
used the content in his
breathless social media
commentary to glorify
himself and skewer his crit-
ics — particularly during
moments of national
outrage.

Last month, he posted a
fake video showing himself
wearing a crown and flying
a fighter jet labelled “King
Trump” that dumps what
appears to be excrement
on crowds of protesters.

The clip — accompanied
by singer Kenny Loggins’s
“Danger Zone” — was post-

Besides the Superman and pope versions, Trump posted a fake video showing himself wearing a crown
and flying a fighter jet that dumps what appears to be excrement on protesters. @WHITEHOUSE/X

ed the same day as nation-
wide “No Kings” protests
against what critics called
his authoritarian
behaviour.

In another post, the
White House depicted Mr.
Trump as Superman amid
fevered social media spec-
ulation about his health.

“THE SYMBOL OF
HOPE,” the post said.

“SUPERMAN TRUMP.”

‘Distort reality’

Mr. Trump or the White
House have similarly post-
ed Al-made images show-
ing the president dressed
as the pope, roaring along-

side a lion, and conducting
an orchestra at the Kenne-
dy Center, a venerable arts
complex in the U.S. capital.

The fabricated imagery
has deceived social media
users, some of whom ques-
tioned in comments
whether  they  were
authentic.

It was unclear whether
the imagery was generated
by Mr. Trump himself or
his aides. The White House
did not respond to AFP’s
request for comment.

Wired magazine recent-
ly labelled Mr. Trump
“America’s first generative
Al president.”

“Trump peddles disin-
formation on and offline to
boost his own image, at-
tack his adversaries and
control public discourse,”
Nora Benavidez, senior
counsel at the advocacy
group Free Press, told AFP.

“For someone like him,
unregulated generative Al
is the perfect tool to cap-
ture people’s attention and
distort reality.”

In September, the Presi-
dent triggered outrage af-
ter posting an apparent Al-
generated video of himself
promising every American
access to  all-healing
“MedBed” hospitals.

MedBed, a widely de-
bunked conspiracy theory
popular among far-right
circles, refers to an imagin-
ary medical  device
equipped with futuristic
technology. Adherents say
it can cure any ailment,
from asthma to cancer.

Mr. Trump’s phoney
clip - later deleted without
any explanation - was
styled as a Fox News seg-
ment and featured his
daughter-in-law Lara
Trump promoting a ficti-
tious White House launch
of the “historic new health
care system.”

Trolling as a campaign
“How do you bring people
back to a shared reality
when those in power keep
stringing them along?”
asked Noelle Cook, a re-
searcher and author of The
Conspiracists: Women, Ex-
tremism, and the Lure of
Belonging.

Mr. Trump has reserved
the most provocative Al
posts for his rivals and crit-
ics, using them to rally his
conservative base.

In July, he posted an Al
video of former President
Barack Obama being ar-
rested in the Oval Office
and appearing behind bars
in an orange jumpsuit.

Later, he posted an Al
clip of House minority

Trump turns to Al for messaging; deepfakes glorify him, attack rivals

oW A AR TER & g wang &1 weRT for;

ufagfeal R gHa H3d 8

o Trump has earned the tag of ‘America’s first generative Al president’, thanks to
his use of hyper-realistic Al content as a core communication strategy; while he
crowns himself a monarch, fancies himself a pope, and propagates the myth of
a cure-all, he saves the most provocative posts for his opponents.

T B aﬁﬁm%wﬁﬁﬁaqanévgqﬁ’m%ﬂﬁwé Hiife IBIH Sreafere

gyTard} Tamg AnTlt @ SOt HeT TR UM S 7; 3 Ge

leader Hakeem Jeffries —
who is Black — wearing a
fake mustache and a
sombrero.

M. Jeffries slammed the
image as racist.

“While it would in many
ways be desirable for the
president of the United
States to stay above the fray
and away from sharing Al
images, Trump has repeat-
edly demonstrated that he
sees his time in office as a
non-stop political cam-
paign,” Joshua Tucker, co-
director of the New York
University Center for Social
Media and Politics, told
AFP.

“I would see his beha-
viour more as campaigning
through trolling than ac-
tively trying to propagate
the false belief that these
images depict reality.”

Mirroring Mr. Trump’s
strategy, California Gover-
nor Gavin Newsom on
Tuesday posted an appa-
rent Al video on X lam-
pooning Republicans after
Democrats swept key U.S.
elections.

The clip depicted wres-
tlers inside a ring with su-
perimposed faces of De-
mocratic leaders knocking
down their Republican op-
ponents, including Mr.
Trump. The post read:
“Now that’s what we call a
takedown.”

&1 GYTE BT del

TEAA § W P NUF FUAIEAT, aﬁ?ﬂﬁnﬁ%m%ﬁwﬁﬁmﬁ?
Ve 3 FEd I URe v RN & e [Riga @ 8

¢ In a parallel reality, Donald Trump reigns as king, fighter pilot, and Superman,
and his political opponents are cast as criminals and laughingstocks — an
unprecedented weaponisation of Al imagery by a sitting American president.

T AR

T ST, ASTH Urgde
U PG €, aﬁ?mmmwﬁrg%ﬁﬁmsﬁaﬁ?mmmﬁ@m
A1 & — Ueb SHYAYd TS SfAa &1 Terifare SuaT i bt e smifkes!

Iyl gRI o T 5 |

HEUH
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Mr. Trump has ramped up his use of artificial intelligence-generated content on

his Truth Social channel since starting his second White House term, making his

administration the first to deploy hyper-realistic fake visuals as a core

communications strategy

3T IR PRIBTA B ST & 918 |, o 70 7 U $Y TR I IR TIAT§

FRT I ARTH & IUGNT Bt 9¢T feat 8, o 371 U Sicdid auTfardt et

T B G-I HAR 0T S U § STGNT H aTell Uge UM 8 71 8 |

Mr. Trump, known for conspiracy theories and unfounded claims, has used Al

content to glorify himself and attack his critics, particularly during moments of

national outrage.

vead Rrsial o FRTUR graf & fog uftrs off evg 3 o Il &1 Sua sv=

wmmwmm$mm% fa2y U 3 AP 3T &
I

Last month, he posted a fake video showing himself wearing a crown and flying
a fighter jet labelled “King Trump”, dumping what appeared to be excrement on
protesters.

frza 7ER, 32 Te THdt dfsar ue fFar S 3 «f&T o o wrger v
?magﬁgqaﬁvmugﬁgqmﬁq S weRHPIl UR wd fRmar gen udia
|

The clip — accompanied by Kenny Loggins’s “Danger Zone” — was posted the

same day as nationwide “No Kings” protests against his authoritarian behaviour.

g dif$a — Pt AR F “SoR FI” Md & Y — IAP WAEG] IGER &
e Tty <At fra farter we=f= aret 71 € dive fovan mam a

In another post, the White House depicted Mr. Trump as Superman, amid social
media speculation about his health, with the caption “THE SYMBOL OF HOPE —
SUPERMAN TRUMP.”

TH 3 URe |, gT3e 8189 7 ot T &) guRAA & = § gxifan, safe "iwrd
HIfSAT IR 76 WA B ABR Sicdhd ad g1 oAf, e Tr foram o7 “3m=m &1
Wdte — JRAT T’

Mr. Trump or the White House have also posted Al-generated images of him as
the pope, roaring with a lion, and conducting an orchestra at the Kennedy
Center.

oft T a1 ®EC B18Y 1 e gR1 fAftfa o= i e 1, S I Wiy, IR &
TTY TETEA BT, IR AL Tex B T ATHwT BT WeTe HYa §T RGR 23 8

The fabricated imagery deceived social media users, some of whom questioned
its authenticity.

3 oW ofaal I Tixra Wifear Suareatst & ufta fear, /Ad @ $9 7 377
YO dT UR aTdd SoTdT |

It is unclear whether the imagery was created by Mr. Trump himself or his aides,
and the White House did not respond to media queries.

g WY 1 ¢ b A ofagl wad Mt T3 a1 I7 Wedrdl gR1 91 1% o, SR wTe
FT3Y A $9 R DI wfafspar 181 dt |

Wired magazine recently labelled Mr. Trump “America’s first generative Al
president.”

%q:r,‘uﬁa»‘rﬁmaﬁ ot T B1 “3MRPT & Uga STRfed QarTg Iyt &1
|

Nora Benavidez, of Free Press, said, “Trump uses disinformation online and
offline to boost his image, attack adversaries, and control public discourse.”

1 U9 &) ART d91ISw 3 &g, ¢ amﬁwﬁaﬁasa?aﬂﬁ fafer w= gHen
Wﬁmﬁﬂﬁﬁuﬁamﬁ%ﬁqmaﬁ?&mﬁqﬁww
AT BT SUTNT HIA 8 1"

She added that for someone like Trump, unregulated generative Al is the perfect
tool to capture people’s attention and dlstort reallty

I Pel [ e I safaa & forg, s S Rfea wans @i &1 sar= Wea
IR areafaear Bt fAgpd B ST Tad UGS ITBU 2|
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e In September, Trump posted an apparent Al-generated video promising “MedBed”
hospitals for every American — a debunked conspiracy theory claiming to cure all
diseases.

Rrder A, T 3 e vend-wifaa difsa e faran, o 3R & st 3
“ASAS” AT 37 B del BT — U o1 Veu Rrgia o o SiRa & gl
&1 EIaT RT3 |

e The fake clip, styled as a Fox News segment, featured Lara Trump promoting a
fictitious White House launch of the “historic new healthcare system.”
Ig APl AfEA, S U Biew g Te o T §11 77 AT, H RT3 &1 “Bfagiiies
IS TTRY [T YUITAl” & BIeuf~1p Al &! 9g1d1 ¢d gU faama T o |

e Mr. Trump deleted the clip later without any explanation.

oft e 3 a1 | fo ®13 Wiervr fou 59 difsat ot ger fean

o Noelle Cook, author of The Conspiracists, asked, “How do you bring people back

to a shared reality when those in power keep stringing them along?”

g HARTRRET" Pt AP NCA $P 7 Y7, 99 I H 38 AT AR UH
AR TEA T, ﬁ@ﬁaﬁwmwﬁwﬁﬁmmmw

e Mr. Trump has used Al posts to troll and target rivals, including a fake video of
Barack Obama being arrested and another of Hakeem Jeffries in racist caricature
form.

ot T 7 LTS URe! BT SUART v+ fagfegat ot = 9 ok ¢ v & faw
a1 7, o8 RTep SNaraT &t ARURY 31 APl difSal 3R gH | S &l
TRANd Fuiarur difsar wia |

o Hakeem Jeffries condemned the image as racist, while analysts said Trump’s
approach represents “campaigning through trolling.”
THIT AW 7 U B B TRAYE F57, Tafs fazdvD! 3 F8T o gra &1 g aiadr
«21fRTT & AW | G =R B

e California Governor Gavin Newsom mirrored Trump’s strategy by posting a

satirical Al video mocking Republicans after Democrats’ electoral victories,
showing Democratic leaders defeating Republican opponents in a wrestling ring.

& TR AT guH A SHIhed Pt gAM! Siid & J1e Nufera-i o1
TP ISTd §U U ST USMTS aifSal URe fohar, forae Sutepfesd Aarsi &t
g&?ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁWﬁﬁ@%ﬁﬁW@ﬁ@@W|

e The post read: “Now that’s what we call a takedown.”

Uike # forar ot “3rd 39 8 3RTell UeaH! ®ed &1

Environment 07/11/2025
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[)roiected Vallle Of the Projected value of the recycling market due to
. solar power by 2047

recycling market due 2047 7 ¥~ St @ e ST aeR @1
to solar power by 2047 31 g
GS IlI: Environment 3 . 3,700

3,70 In % crore. 3,700

. In ¥ crore.
According 0 grirg
new studies by According to new studies by the Council on Energy,

the Council on Energy, Environment and Environment and Water, recovering materials like silicon,
Water, recovering materials like silicon, copper, and aluminium from discarded solar panels
copper, and aluminium from discarded could supply 38% of the industry’s raw materials.
solar panels could supply 38% of the it ggiaror 3R WW(CEEW)$7W. TG P
industry’s raw materials. s ﬁw@-‘r Uil & faferei, e W&'ﬁm
ﬁvﬁmﬁﬁaﬁmﬁmﬁ 38% el e B
TIIHAT DI G PR Tl 5
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2025 to be among
top three warmest
years on record: UN

i e

An alarming streak of exceptional temperatures is
continuing, with 2025 set to be among the hottest
years ever recorded, the United Nations said
Thursday, insisting though that the trend could
still be reversed.

While this year will not surpass 2024 as the hot-
test ever recorded, it will rank second or third, the
UN’s weather and climate agency said, capping
more than a decade of unprecedented heat.

Meanwhile, concentrations of greenhouse gas-
es grew to new record highs, locking in more heat
for the future, the World Meteorological Organiza-
tion warned in a report released ahead of next
week’s COP30 UN climate summit in Brazil.

Together, the developments make “it clear that
it will be virtually impossible to limit global warm-
ing to 1.5°C in the next few years without tempora-
rily overshooting this target,” WMO chief Celeste
Saulo said in a statement.

Ms. Saulo insisted that while the situation was
dire, “the science is equally clear that it’s still en-
tirely possible and essential to bring temperatures
back down to 1.5°C by the end of the century”.

But the world remains far off track.

Already, the years between 2015 and 2025 will
individually have been the warmest since obser-
vations began 176 years ago, WMO said.

And 2023, 2024 and 2025 figure at the very top
of that ranking.

2025 to be among top three warmest years on
record: UN
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An alarming streak of exceptional temperatures is
continuing, with 2025 set to be among the hottest years
ever recorded, the United Nations said Thursday, insisting
though that the trend
could still be
reversed.
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o While this year will not surpass 2024 as the hottest
ever recorded, it will rank second or third, the UN’s
weather and climate agency said, capping more than a
decade of unprecedented heat.
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. Meanwhile, concentrations of greenhouse gases
grew to new record highs, locking in more heat for the
future, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
warned in a report released ahead of next week's COP30
UN climate summit in Brazil.
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o Together, the developments make “it clear that it will be virtually impossible to
limit global warming to 1.5°C in the next few years without temporarily
overshooting this target,” WMO chief Celeste Saulo said in a statement.
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o Ms. Saulo insisted that while the situation was dire, “the science is equally clear
that it’s still entirely possible and essential to bring temperatures back down to
1.5°C by the end of the century.”
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e But the world remains far off track.
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e Already, the years between 2015 and 2025 will individually have been the warmest

since observations began 176 years ago, WMO said.
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e And 2023, 2024 and 2025 figure at the very top of that ranking.
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Losing ground: RAMOTESt DEINE Cleared nregatty ih the municipality of Labrea, Amazonas State, Brazil. Forest fires have ravaged nearly 18
million hectares of the Brazilian Amazon driven by an unprecedented drought linked to climate change. Deforestation rose by 4% in the 12
months to July, reversing a 30% decline recorded the previous year. AFp

Losing ground: Rainforest being cleared illegally in the municipality of Labrea, Amazonas
State, Brazil. Forest fires have ravaged nearly 18

million hectares of the Brazilian Amazon, driven by an unprecedented drought linked to
climate change. Deforestation rose by 4% in the 12

months to July, reversing a 30% decline recorded the previous year
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Indian Navy
commissions
survey vessel
INS Ikshak

NEW DELHI

The third vessel of the Sur-
vey Vessel Large (SVL)
class, INS Ikshak, was com-
missioned into the Indian
Navy at a ceremonial event
held at Naval Base in Kochi
on Thursday.

The ceremony was pre-
sided over by Admiral Di-
nesh K. Tripathi, Chief of
the Naval Staff. On arrival
at the venue, the Navy
chief was accorded a 50-
men guard of honour.

The Navy stated that the
commissioning marks a
significant step in streng-
thening India’s hydro-
graphic survey and mari-
time operational
capabilities. The ship is
capable of operating as a
platform for humanitarian
assistance, disaster relief
and medical support oper-
ations as well.

INS Ikshak is also the
first SVL designed with
dedicated women’s accom-
modation, reflecting the
Navy’s commitment to
inclusivity.

Indian Navy commissions survey vessel INS lkshak
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e  The third vessel of the Survey Vessel Large (SVL) class, INS
lkshak, was commissioned into the Indian Navy at a ceremonial event

held at Naval Base in Kochi on Thursday.
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e  The ceremony was presided over by Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi,
Chief of the Naval Staff.
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e  On arrival at the venue, the Navy chief was accorded a 50-men
guard of honour.
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The Navy stated that the commissioning marks a significant step in
strengthening India’s hydrographic survey and maritime operational

bilities.
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e The ship is capable of operating as a platform for humanitarian
assistance, disaster relief and medical support operations as well.
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¢ INS Ikshak is also the first SVL designed with dedicated women’s
accommodation, reflecting the Navy’s commitment to inclusivity.
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